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Ludlow is not only remariiable for having been 
connected with some of the most extraordinary 
u Qccurrencea of past ages, but also for having 

^ been in the days of its celebrity, honoured by 

^ the presence of men of exalted greatness, or 

^ singular endowments : even its present appear- 

^ ance strongly excites attention ; and the Tra- 

(K veller beholds with peculiar interest, the vener- 

is able remains of its stately Castle, naturally 

wishing to investigate its history, in such a por* 
table form as we have endeavoured to compile 
for his information, * 'culling — 
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from Uie lore 

Of ages Ions Mnce past aod o'er, 

llie deed! and names that give lenown 

To this once fiunons princely town ; 

Tracing its ancient pisdigree 

From Roger of Montgomery, 

Who raised those Towers who&t mini now, 

Trown o'er the verdant scene below. 

Of the long series of events succeeding each 
other in a course of ages, many, even of the 

most 
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most important, are forgotten ; and especially 
in periods of darkness and barbarism, history 
preserves little more for our information, than 
dates which mark the lapse of time : hence in 
seeking for the materials of a local history, the 
general sources of information are found pecu- 
liarly defective. 

In the first introductory pages of the work, 
a compressed account is given of the state of 
affairs in this district during the Roman and 
Saxon sehui ; with a brief Sketch of the Hifltory 
of Merck, the inhabitants of which, were, «i 
long^as they constituted an independent Btate,. 
engaged in acti^ war&re against the Britoni. 

From the time of the Norman Conqnest dis* 
tinet historieal notices are preierved, relative 
to Ludb^ Castle and pitblic transactioat with 
which it was comiected ; these have heen care« 
fully collected from die old chroniclca and other 
Authentic records, the whole f(»mittg a regular 
Murratine, which with the History and Biogra- 
phy of the Premdency of Waks, brings the 
account down tp a late period ; from which to 
the present tirne^ the massy fabric fA Ludlow 
Castle, has stood, a durable and striking memo- 
rial of the activity and power of our ancestors. 

The descriptive part is taken from actual sur- 
veys, with extracts from, and a cmistant com- 
parison with former acconnts, illustrated hf 

passages 
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pMMgei frooi the works of antiquariaft vrilars 
and aaemt hittoriaiis* 

Av an acceptable addition, to Strangerfr as 
well as Residents, correct accounts are added of 
important charitable and useful Institutions; 
and as few places can boast a more interesting 
neighbourhood, the Ttmvetter will without doubt 
feel gratified by having put ii^o his hamds a con- 
▼enient guide to the numerous surrounding 
Gentlemen's Seats, Vittages, &c« which are 
briefly but circumstantially described. 

From the nature of this work it can pretend 
to little more than the merit of judicious selec* 
tion, and it is particularly incumbent on the 
compiler to acknowledge, that among others, 
the elegant Historian of the Anglo Saxons ; the 
Anlluir of the intereslmg HislMy of the Court 
of Binbelh, and the kamed Authors of the 
Architectural Antiquities of Grreat Britain, have 
supplied important materials. 
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<TH£ hjaiiMPjr ^f IJms irakote agei of Mitiquity is 
blNPowril ; for in ^ttemptk^ to traee tbe aaeces- 
«aon of ev€»ta ttuNMig^ iieri«d» of 4arkike«f^ and 
baerlMxIty* ninek is left to ctojectujee^ whish 
•eeeMarilor tonnmatoa Ia doubt and uncertaiiity* 
It is w«ll kBowtt Ibat ikt aboriginal kdnbitaals 
«f ^bia islaad madt a bat and determined stand 
against thtif ini»iUng enaniea» in that district 
wbicb bad its booadary in, what in later times 
was called, the Matches of Wales* However 
this barrier tract might be extended from time 
totime one way (nt the other, as atber party 
occasionally gained gronnd^ it is certaiidy known 
that Ludlow wa^ eadrly ocei^>ie4 as a military 
. station to withstand the incursions of the Britons, 
who disputed every fi>ot of ground a« they siow- 

A ly 
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ly retreated. So strongly are the natural feel- 
ings of human nature opposed to injustice and 
oppression, that not only is all power contem- 
ned, but allhaziutis and tUljiQulties^sufirered 
patiently, even life willingly sacrificed by a 
brave people, in preference; to an ignominious 
and slavish submission. 

The Romans'^^ are said to hav^ been engaged 
nearly 200 years in subduing Britain, and it was 
not till A. Q. 14* ^^t Julius Front|]ius conquer- 
ed the warlike tribe of the Silures, twenty-five 
years after the defeat of Caractacus by Ostorius. 

Of the active operations of the contending 
parties, interesting traces yet remain; oh the 
Herefordshire beacon,- Credon hiU> CefxwaJl 
knoll, &c. are vestiges of british camps ; and 
on the military stations of Dynedorand Brandon 
•camps, undoubted remains of roman fortifica- 
•tions are visible. Also of the remarkable bill, 
called Caer Caradoc, traditionid and bistoricael 
accounts agree in stating it to have been occu*- 
pied by Caractacus, and many 'fierce battles 
to have been fought in its vicimty. An an- 
cient writer describes this place as "exceedingly^ 
well fortefied, both by nature and art ; upon thle 
toppe of an high hill, environed with a tripple 
ditche of greate depth. There were iij gates, and 
on three sides, steepe headlong places, and com- 
passed on the lifte bande with the river Coluif, 

on 
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oh the right with Themis^"' Different situftObhs. 
have beoi ascribed fo tike sciene of the lastde^- 
ei«ive action between OstoriuB and Caractacus ; 
but none rest on suoh strong grounds <^ proba* 
bility, as.Uie stations of Brandon camp and. 
Coxwall knoll. The first of these is situated a 
little to the west of the great roman road lead-^* 
mg from Ma^a» or Kenchester, to Uriconiiim, 
or Wroxeter, and between Wigmore and Leint- 
wardine. Its square form, and the fragment* 
of roman pottery » whieh^nlay »tiil b^ picked up. 
Within its precincts, evidently prove its origin** 
The second is within sight, and dirtant from 
the roman camp about 3 miles, and a little a- 
bove the. vfflage of Brampton Brian. It crowns 
the, summit of a lo% hill, well covered with oak 
trees, and is (like the gofiandity of british for- 
tresses) very irregular in its shape.- The river 
Teme runs thiough the vale near the foot of the 
hill. Strong by nature but made stronger b^ 
art ; bold and wild as the chieftain who formed 
it. On a survey of these two camps, even the 
mo6t lukewarm traveUef will feel a certs^in degree 
of enthusiasm, when he recollects that an Osto-* 
rius'stoo<l on one camp, and a Caractacus on 
the other ; and that their heroic deeds were re-< 
corded by the pen of a Tacitus. His satis&cn 
tion wilk be heightcsned> nfhen he knows that 
they are the undoubted stnnig holds occupied 

'by 
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by tte roikum aad briliih gienemils; ftr each' 
pattioidbs related by ike kistoriaa coueeniiiig^ 
tbeir respective sMwatioiis, coineidefi witb tlie 
natoral positioii of the river Teme, aadf Hie 
cafiips of Brandmi and Coxwail hUls. To tlie^ 
sefaolar and the aatiqaamn the wbole kingdom 
does not afford a more qiterestiiig or ^ralifyiDgl 
wkjeet; let th^m o)»serye the pplished a,9d^ 
4»uii{4eformof th^e vomaa camp, and the mde^ 
and m^tiuMil featuves of ^e british. The vcv* 
man- genenal depended: alone oa the s^^i^ea^h o# 
his anns, and the vak)u« of his well diAcipUned 
legions; but the british chi^iteln called natuve 
to his assistance, and stoengdieiied her by art. 

From ^e departure of the Homans, to the 
Morman conquest, history supplies no certain 
informalion conceming Ludlow, yet from vari- 
ous written and traditionary accounts it is more 
Aan probable thatf there existed here a town, or 
fortress, of some importance, previous to ike 
recorded* erection of the Castle* 

Dinan, Liystwydoc, ancient brilish names 
for this place, are certain indications of its ha- 
ving been the Palace of a Prince, as the Saxon 
lto.me Ludiowe, Leot^^e, that is. People Mote, 
indicates its appropriation to the ad^iinistration 
of justice. 

Presuming iirom its british name, that Hiis 
place vfas> at a. remote period, a royal r^-^ 

idenc^ 



i^enee ; iiD4 from yadk^UMe a«thoiity» 
kiK>wiiig, that afiter the dqpurture of tlie Ro^ 
mpps the atniggk for inaAtary^ between t)i« 
Snxoiift and Britons, e<mtiiiued vuNte thai^ five 
hundred years; and that daiing that period 
tiie firoatier of Wales was |>efeidiiuiy distiagiiish* 
ed as the scene of contest ; it may be deettied 
neither unintetesting, nor tob &r deviating £n>m 
our parpose to give short nolices of the mosl 
femaihable events connected with the history of 
Mercia. 

The kingdom of MiMcia, which was the lar** 
gest and most impolrtani of the Satan Octalpchyi 
cxiendM westward, . beyond Ludlpw and Wigf 
more, having its boundary as^rtained on thin 
side of the island by th^ tandmatirk of Offa's 
Dyke, whidi reached fitM the estuary of the 
river Dee to the month of the Wye. 

The time of the estabUshment of the Smion 
kingdom of Mercia is generally fixed about the 
year 6B6. 

Arthur one of the most renowned heroes 
who fought against the Saxons, sometime pre- 
vious to this period, was a chieftain of South 
Wales. He is said to havie fonght twelvte suc- 
cessful battles ; and though it appears from se- 
veral authorities that there were other kihgs in 
various parts of Britain during Arthur's feign, 
yietheis ipeptresentftd as ^ paramoilnt sove- 
reign t 
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reign ;^ the Pendragon, t>r Penteyhi, in nomitial- 
dignity at least, above every other: -■ Arthur 
was slain in a civil feud with Medrawd his n«*- 
phew, whose name has been blackened with 
every reproach, because "Arthur, the shield of 
theCymry, perished in the war which he had 
excited." • 

The numerous celebrated british chie^ who 
[Succeeded are not forgotten by the ancient 
bards, in whose productions their fame yet 
lives. Many instances might be given of the 
striking traits of characteristic energy attri- 
buted to the heroes of bardic song. Taliesin 
makes Owen, son of Urien, exclaim, in his ad- 
dress to his warriors, 

*' Being asfcmbled for our ^ oiutrjr, 
*' Let us elevate our banners above the mountains ; 
*' And push forward our forces over the -boiders ; 
*' And lift our spears al>ove the warriors heads ; 
" Aiid rush upon the Destroyer in his aimy ; 
" And slay both him and his followers ! *' 

Taliesin was not only a bard but a soldier, 
and describes in impressive language the scenes 
of warfare he himself had witnessed. — 

*< Neither the fields, ubr the woods, gave sj^ety to the foe 

" When the shout of the Britons came 

** Like a wave laging against the shore. — •» 

*' I saw the brave warriors in array ; 

*' And after the morning, how mangled ! ' 

** I saw the tumult of the perishing: hosts ; 

" The blood springing forward and moistening the ground. 

'* Gweuvstrad was defended by a ramJMrt : 

*' Weaned, on the earth no longer verdant, 

*' I saw at the pass of the ford, 

*' The blood-stained men dtopping their arms ; 

" Pale with terror ! " 

As the Saxons gained . ^pon their . posseii; 

sionSy 
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siQii», the Bnlons were confined to a amcrower 
portian.of the country : hut the Uttet* yielded. 
BO. p«rt until it had been^ dearly |>urchased. 
i. The most indignant of the fugitives, retired, 
into Wales. , There the hards .consoled the ex- 
patriated Britons with the. hof>e that the day 
would afterwards arrive. when tl^ey should have 
their full revoige, by driving out the Saxon 
hordes. That they should again be led by their^ 
■tajestic chief,^ Arthur, apd be again victoriotis. 
That this, happy, day. shpuld restore to every 
one his own : that the horns of gladness shoiild 
proclnim the song of peace, the serf ne d,ay« oi- 
CaBa>rian happiness. 

. The. anticipation of. this blissful aera. gavei 
rapture to the Cymry, even in their stony para-« 
dise of Wales. This flattering prediction is ex-^ 
tant in the writings of Myrddin : — 

** A terpfnt with chains, 
'* Towering^ and plundering', 
" With armed wioga 

" From Germania; 
•'.This wiU overrun 
" All Loegria and Brydon, 
** From tha land of the Lochltn sea 

"To the Severn." 

And afterwards is added : — 

*< Their kHd they BhaJl pialte, 

" Their language pre^rve, 
« Their cmintry lose, 

" Except wild Wales, 
** Till tiM destined period of their triumph revfdves, 
** Then the Britons will obtain 
* ** The crown of their land, 

^** And the strange people 
•♦Win vanish away. •» 

In mir or 009, the Britons suffered a disasr 

trous 
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trotts overthrow w&tle iiglitiiig under BiociDlifl, 
king of Powis, against EtheUnth. Ancient 
Bangor Ml into the hands of the ^otor, and its 
noble Monastery was levelled to the earth ; its 
Tast library, the collection of ages, the reposi- 
tory of the most precious monuments of tiie 
uicient Britons, was consumed ; hM mined 
walls/ gates, and rubbish> were afi |hat re-* 
mained of this magnificat edifice. 

But amidst their misfortunes, the Cymry 
sometimes triumphed. In 610 Ceolwulf from 
Wessex advanced upon them, not merely to the 
Severn, but crossed it, into the province of 
Glamorgan. The inhabitants hastened to Tew«- 
dric, their former king, who had quitted his 
dignity in behalf of his son Mowric, to lead a 
solitary life among the beautiful rocks and 
woodlands of Tintem. They soticited him fa 
reassume the military command, in which he 
had never known disgrace. The royal hermit 
beheld the dreaded Saxons on the Wye, but the 
remembrance of his former atchievementa in- 
spired him with hope. He put on his forsaken 
armour, conducted the tumult of* battle with 
bis accustomed skill, and drove the invaders 
over the. Severn. A mortal wound in the head 
arrested him in the full enjoyment of his glory, 
and he breathed his last wishes for hid coun- 
try's safety at the confluence of the JS^tem And 

the 



Ae Wy€* The IdeiU i^^p^tion Malbem, tke 
•bbnevfiatbn of Merihyr 'tewdrio, (the mart^ 
Te«drie>) ^nted out hm i«iiabs to the s^in* 
(lathy of posterity: in the sixteenth eentiny 
his body was found ii*coosiimed» and the fatal 
woundon his head w^ visible* 

Softe chhNii^les state Aat Crida> the gvand- 
father of Peiida» was the first Merciim kia(» 
and that Ceori, a kinsman of his. sod Wibba» 
preceded Penda, it is not hpWever» dispated 
that in 096 Penda was king ot Meiciii, a man 
of a malevolent and fiurociotts character^ who 
feigned 80 years the terror and scourge of con^ 
tonjporary princes. In 684 the british prince 
CadwallDn was defeated and slain by Penda, 
After the death of Cadwallon^ his son Cadwal" 
adyr» disconraged.by apestifeace and famine* 
which severaiy afflicted Wales, west to Bre* 
tagne» and was the last of the Cymry who pret 
tended to the sovereignty of England* About 
this time Christianity was established in Mercian 
In the year 678 Ethdbald king of Mercia, wishr 
ing to add the pleasant region between the Se-r 
vem and the Wye» to his territories, raised a 
poweifiil anny and entered Wales, but at CarT 
no, in Montgomeryshire, he was successfallj 
opposed and driven over the Wye with |;rea| 
loss* 

> In 7M the .cekbrflad Offii (lecame king of 

Mercia ; 
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Mercia ; his wars with the Britons were at first 
liDsuccessfiily bat in the end he gained upon 
their territory as fea as the Wye, and separated 
his acquisitions by an imaiense trench and ram* 
part, whidti was carried over mountains and 
rivers for a hundred miles ; the remains of tUs 
work are still Visible in various places. At the 
close of Offa*s reign Ethelbert possessed the 
crown of east Angha, a peaceful and intelligent 
prince. Invited, or yreXccmei by Offa, he went 
to Mercia, for the purpose of receiving the hand 
of Etheldritha, the daughter of the Mercian 
king. He was received with due honours, the 
nuptial feast had begun, yet Offa procured his 
assassination. The favourable moment of an- 
nexing east Anglia to Mercia, was a tempta- 
tion which alienJBited the feelings of the fii- 
ther and the man. Offa invaded his dominions 
and east Anglia was added to his conquests. 

Did such a complication of crimes benefit 
the perpetrator ? Before two years elapsed, he 
sunk from his empire to his grave. Remorse 
embittered all the interval. His widowed daugh- 
ter abandoned his court, fied into the marines 
of Croyland, and pined away her life in soli- 
tude. His queen, the evil counsellor of his 
ambition, perished miserably; the husband of 
another of his daughters was cut off in the same 
year as himself ; theother, who. married *Biih- 
« . . tricy 
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trie, died a martyr to vice, in penury the most 
extrieme, scorned and abhorred; and his son* 
Eegfrid, who succeeded him, was permitted to 
live a king only 141 days. The race of Offa" 
disappeared for ever. - Such are the results of 
a prosperity founded on rice ! 

In 819 Kenwttlf, a peaceful, pious, and just' 
king, died ; his crown descending to his son 
Kinelm, a child of seven years of age, who was 
cruelly murdered by his sister. Ce<4wulf, his 
uncle, succeeded him. This usurper was slain 
in battle in 825, and was followed on the throne 
by Ludecan, who, heading the army against 
the opposers of his predecessor, found a grave 
where he had hoped for an empire. Wiglaf, 
the prince or governor of Worcester, next suc- 
ceeded ; he incautiously attacked Egbert with 
an inferior force ; was defeated, and fled to the 
abbey of €royland r there, that interesting cha- 
racter, Etheldritha, widowed in the hour of her 
marrktge feast by her father Offals crime, shel- 
tered the fiigi^ve prince in her respected cell. 
How painfiiEy must she have moralised on the 
deed which had not only destroyed her' happi- 
ness, but had contributed in its consequences 
to the ruin of Mercia. The negociations of the 
venemble Abbot of Croyland preserved Wiglaf; 
but compkted the degradation of Mereia. He 
was continued, en the throne as the tributary 
vassal of Wessex. In 
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}am. to detect the insecurity of his foes, aiid 
thm want of discipline, led, very shordy after-' 
wards, to their complete defeat. 

With Alfred, the first result of victory, was- 
clemency and benevolence. To Guthrun and 
his followers, now prostrate at his feet, he prof- 
fered, not only mercy and forgiveness, but pro- 
tection and territory, provided they would aban- 
don Paganism, embrace Christianity, and be 
regulated by the laws of civilized Society. 

-To these terms Guthrun, ,}oyfully, and as the 
event proved, sincerely acceded ; himself and 
thirty of his oiEcei^ being immediately baptized 
in the presence of Alfred. Part of his army and 
his retinue were settled with their chief in east 
Anglia ; Guthrun fixing on the scite of Hadleigh 
in SuffoUt, as a central situation for his capital,, 
or heard-liege. He reigned Hear eleven years, 
inviolably observing the laws and religion of AU 
fred, and preserving his oMm people within the 
strict bounds of peace and good order. No 
stronger proof indeed, can be given of the in- 
tegrity uid fidelity of Guthrun than, that n6 
sooner had he ceased to govern, than the Danes 
of east Anglia shewed signs of turbulence aiid 
disaffection, and took the earliest opportunity 
of co-operating with their countryman, Hastings) 
in his invasion of England in 893. Ah ancient 
'gothic arch in the wall of (iadleigh 'church| 

marks 
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iiWrks tibe place where his remains were deposit 
ted. All history cannot furnish a more illnstri- 
OU8 instance of the power of christian principles 
to restoM-fiiHen human nature, than the con- 
version of Gulhrun the Dane. 

Inscription for the tomb of Guthnm. — 

. ** O ! alay thee itimnger ; o'er this hallowed groviid 
In solemn silence pause ! Here sleeps the chief. 
Whom Toyal Almd, with a christitn's seat 
From deeds of sarage slaughter, from the rites 
Of Odin, hath'd in blood« simI bieathingifar, 
Turo'd to the living Ood.— Guthrun the Dane ! 
Here oft, npeBtantoftheemngcoone • r 

That statn'a his dawn of manhood, hath he bow'd 
His head in meekiwas ; vith a pilgrim's faith * 

Abjur'd the idols of his native Jana ; 
 Pkay'd for redeeming gnce ; aad s^hing deep, . 
Dropp'd the lone tear upon his Saviour's cram ; 
Then, hence retiring, with a patriot's care, 
Rol'd his brief realm, and Icept his vow of peace. 
O ye, who 'mid the strife of Iwttle, bum 
With lust of fame or power ! Say, have ye felt. 
E'en in the elow of conquest. When the car 
lu triumph Dure you o*er the tented field, 
Telt ye a throb of joy so keenly sweet, 
Sudi thriUing rapturs as did Guthrun feel 
Whim fret Arom ruthlem n^ and thirrt of blood, 
The storm of vengefulnassion luH'd to rest. 
Here, prostmte at St.lnary's shrine, he felt 
His hnrt within him yearning for his God. 
Go stranger, if perchance to thee belong 
The bonour'd name of father, teach thy sons, ^ 

That uot'in deeds of rapine, or of spoil. 
Power's forceful arm, or vict'rj's crimson steel. 
Consists the virtue or the goodT of man ; 
That He, who bade them oreatbe and live, alrae, 
liooks on the heart, alone vouchsafes to dwell 
In that pure boaom, where, with peace icade 
The sister -forms of Piety and Love. '* 

' On the ascendancy of Alfred and the declen^ 
'sion of the Danish power, Merciawas governed 
as a province by Ethelred, who married Ethel- 
fleda, the eldest daughter of his sovereign. 

Ethelfleda, was a woman of very superior 
mind : auch were its energies, that they even 

reached 
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leached a wiacriine stf<dQglh. Sk is exldkd 
in <^.aiieieat CkioiudM> as the wwsl lady in 
Engknd. Her iMrather £limard goycvaed his 
life, IB its best aetioiia» by her eovuels. After 
she was married to. the garenior of M ereia^ she 
built iimiisaierable cities^ aad on all oci^aaioiis 
disjdayed a statesman's skiH, and an amazo* 
nian activity. The difficulty and sufferings of 
her first parturition, deterred her from the 
chance of a repetitiott. She protested that ' it 
did not become a king's daughter to pursue any 
pleasure, which was attended with such incon- 
venience. In 912 £thelfleda was a widow, but 
she continued to govern Mercia until her death 
in 920. Among the numerous fortresses erected 
by Ethdfleda to protect the Mercian territory 
in Shropshire and Herefordshire, wexe Wigmore, 
Bridgnorth, and Chirbury. 

In 983 Alfric occupied the dukedom of Mer- 
eia. Three years afterwards he was expelled 
ibfi kingdom. In 992 he was intrusted, by 
Ethelred, the unready, with the management of 
an expedition against the Danes, who had inva- 
ded the coasts. The expedition failed through 
his perfidy in joining the invaders ; to revenge 
which, the king barbarously put out the eyes 
of his son Algar. 

Edric, one of the fitvorites of Ethelred, was 
duke of Mercia in 1007. He was eloquent and 

crafty ; 
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cni% ; exoeUing aU meo in perfidy imd cruelty. 
Wben, in 1013, Canute the Dane called to hh 
aid Eric the Jad, one of the rulers of Norway* 
asd one of the sons of Hakon the bad» Edric 
crowned tiie treasons of hb life by joining the 
invading enemy* In this warfiire Mercia was 
plundered without mercy. This infamous noble 
was again restored to bis dukedom by Canute 
in lOl^y but impnidenily boasting of his ser* 
vices, and his treasons to bis former sovereign, 
Canute's anger arose, and he ordered his attend- 
ants to murder him in his presence. In 1057 
England lost Leofric, the duke oi Mercia, by 
whose wisdom the reign of Edward the confes- 
sor was preserved firom many perils and disor- 
ders, which the ambition of others would have 
introduced : liis son Algar succeeded him. 

We have now brought down these short noti- 
ces of the most remarkable circumstances of the 
Mercian history to the close of the Saxon period. 

In the ninth century, Judith, die sister of 
Alfred the great, was married to Baldwin, with 
the iron arm. Count of Flanders : the son of 
this marriage was Baldwin the bald. It was he 
who obtained the hand of Alfritha, the daughter 
of Alfred, their offspring was Amulph, who is 
mentioned with ei(|>ressions of celebrity, and 
who succeeded his father in 918. From a de- 
scendant of Amulph was bom Matilda, the wife 
of William the Conqueror. Soon 

B 
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' Soon aftier t6e Conquest king William found 
occasion to go, at the head of his army; against 
Edrit Sylvaticus, or the Forester^ 'who had 
besieged Shrewsbuty. Edric was defeated'With 
great loss ; but afterwards occupying his Castle 
of Wigmore, he sustained a long and arduous 
contest with the forces sent against ^im, undei^ 
the command of' Roger de Montgomiery and 
Ranutph Mortimer. Edric, at last cotnpelled to 
surrender, was sent prisoner to the king, alid, 
for hanng completed this undertaking, Morti- 
mer was rewarded by the gift of Wigmore Castle 
and its appendages; and Montgomery had 
granted to htm aB Edric's possessions in Salop, 
compirehending nearly the whole of that county. 
It cannot be ascertained at what precise 
time Ludlow became distinguished either as a 
town or fortress^ it is recorded in the old 
chronicles, that *'Roger de Montgomery erected 
the greatest part of the Castle and fortified the 
Town with walls.** We cannot but suppose a 
town was found here previous to its being so 
encircled and defended ; it may abo be inferred, 
that in the thnes-and place alluded to, a town 
and a fortress must have been coincideiit with 
each other. Be this as it inay, it is a fact Well 
authenticated,^ Uiat the present Castle was 
founded, or completed by the aboye-hamed 
nobleman. "" 

Roger 
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. Roget de Montgomery waa related to tlie 
Conqueror ; led thie centre divbion of hu ariny 
in that manorable battle which secured the 
conquest of England, and was advanced to the 
Earldoms of Arundel and Shrewsbury. 

His first wife, was Mabel, daughter and 
heiress to William Talvace, (son of William, son 
of4vo de Belesme, a person of great {K>wer iuid 
note in ISormandy,) with whiHn he had a large 
inheritance. By this Mabel he had five sons 
and ibur daughters ; of whom Robert de Belesme 
was the eldest. 

Montgomery is represented in history as a 
person no h»s distinguished for piety than 
valoUr. He was the libenJ founder of many 
rich monasteries and churches, particularly the 
monastery of Weiilocfc« and the abbey church 
of Shrewsbury. 

Having completed his favorite, structure of 
Ludlow Castle, he enjoyed it until his death, 
which happened the 27th of July 1094. He 
was buried in the abbey church of Shrewsbury, 
m which place is to be seen an image of him 
found among the ruins of Wenlock monastery, 
with an inscription, statusig that it waa placed 
there by his nmjesty -s heralda at arms in the 
year 1^. On hia deaths bis son Robert suc- 
ceeded to the norman property, and Hugh, his 
second son inheriting his english titles and 

estates. 
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estates, became Lord of Ludlow Castle, which 
he did not enjoy long, being suddenly taken off 
in the prime of life. The account of his death 
is found in the Welch Chronicle, page 156. 

*' The year following being 1096, Hugh de 
Mountgomerie Earl of Arundell and Salopsburie, 
whom the Welchmen call Hugh Goch, that is 
to say, Hugh the red-headed ; and Hugh 
Vr&s, that is, Hugh the fat. Earl of Chester, 
and a great number of nobles more, did gather 
a huge armie, and entred into North Wales, 
being thereto moved by certein lords of the 
countrie*' &c. ^*And so the Earls came over 
against the ile of M6n, or Anglesey, where they 
did build a Castel of Aberlhiennawc. Then 
the Earls spoiled the ile and slew all that they 
found there. And at the verie same time 
Magnus, the sonne of Haroald, came with a 
great navie of ships towards England, minding 
to laie faster hold upon that kingdome than his 
father had done, and being driven by chaunce 
to Anglesey, would have landed there, but the 
Earls kept him from the land. And there 
Magnus with an arrowe stroke Hugh, Earl of 
li>alop in the face, that he died thereof, and 
suddenlie cither part forsook the ile, and the 
Englishmen returned to England, and left Owen 
ap Edwyn prince in the land, who had allured 
them thither. The Earl was buried in the 

abbey 
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abbey of St. Werburgh, whicb he had founded^ 
at Chester/' 

Robert, on the death of his brother, succeeded 
to the Earldoms of Shrewsbury and Arundel in 
England. He was knighted in Normandy by 
William the Conqueror in the year 10*73^ and 
became a great favorite of that Prince ; but no 
sooner was the kmg dead, than his turbulent 
and rebeDious disposition began to shew itselfJ 
He seized on several of the royal forts and 
garrisons, and joined with Odo, Earl of Kent, 
against WiHiam Rufus, with whom a reconcili- 
ation was, however, effected. He afterwards 
took part with Robert Curtoise against king 
Henry I. and on being summoned to answer the 
treasonable charges alledged against him, fled 
to his castles which he had strongly fortified ; 
but at last he was under the necessity of implor- 
ing the royal mercy. The king confiscated his 
estates, deprived him of his honours, and 
banished htm the realm. Yet the weialth whicii 
he had treasured up in thirty-four strong castles 
supported him sufficiently ; but his restless spi- 
rit formed new conspiracies even in exile, which 
were carried to such a dangerous length, thptt 
the king considering that no favour could win 
him, nor oath or promise oblige, summone4 
him before his court of justice, where he was 
by judgment committed to close imprisonment, 

and 
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and sufficiently tecured for the leoiainder of hh 
life. His character has been drawn by an an-^ 
ctent Jiistorian, as a very snbdf , crafty and de-> 
ceitful man ; big of body » strong, bold ; pow- 
erful in arms« and eloquent; but exceedingly, 
oruel, covetous^ and Ubidinpus, A pei^ion of 
great insight in serious affairs^ and unwearied 
in his management of wprldly business ;.Ukieif 
wise a niost ingenious architect ; but fiodr ^ib* 
flicting torments, a most inexorable butchc^. 
Noiriend to the cburqh» bnt,a vile and wretched 
oppressor ; for which he underwent the sen-, 
t^ce of excommunication by the venei^ie 
Serloy Bishop of Sees^ all bis lapds being in- 
terdicted^ so that there was no burial thereii^ 
yet nothing was he reformed by any of these 
means. In brief, tiiere can be no higher ^-, 
pressions of the most barbarous and cruel ty- 
rant that ever was^ than is of him ; his severity 
being exercised not only on strangers, but even 
friends and Auniliars ; glorying and making bis. 
boast amongst his parasites of these .hLs unpar: 
rfLlleled inhumanities. He took to wife, Agnes^ 
the daughter of Guy, Earl of Penthien, whom 
he used most barbarously; This Earl possessr 
ed the castle of Ludlow until his attainder^ 
when it came into the possession of ki^g Henry 
I. by whom it was made a princely residence^ 
greatly augmented in the strength of its works^ 
and supphed with a numerous garrison. 



BOEDER WARS. ^ 

• The frequent slurmiihes^ and battkn between 
the Wdck and their frontier enemies w^re pro- 
ductive of great, daughter and losses to botii 
parties, and the kings of Engfaind often sent 
powierful armies^ and some in person, invade^ 
their coasts, and drove them into the mountain- 
ous and uninhabited parts, but were never able 
to penetrate into the heart of the country without 
great loss to tfiemsdves, and little annoyance ta 
the Welch, this want of success was oc- 
casioncd by the strait passes and intricate 
windings among mpnntains and bogs, which &- 
voured the flight.of men habituated to thene tog-; 
ged and apparaitly inacceisible retreats. How- 
ever in process of time, they lost much of their 
low frontier country, but they by no means al- 
lowed their enemies to possess their acquisitiont 
in peace and quietness. 

The engiisfa monarchs perceiving this warfare 
to be very troubleftome and hazardous, ( as 
Henry II. fiitatly experienced when he attempted 
to march his army over Berwin niountains^ 
■early the whole bemg destroyed by cold and 
fiunine,) were therefore induced to grant to 
certain englisb gentlemen of enterprising dis- 
positions, such portion^ of the country as 
they cpnld gain from the Welch by force of 
arms at their own eipense. And this conquered 
territory they allow^ them and their heirs to 

hold. 



hold, freely of the crown, per Bmr0mmn, with 
the exercise of royal jurisdictioii thcfreiii : hence 
they were catted Lords, or Barons, Marehers ; 
and all the foundatiott of their title was by as* 
sumption and permission, and not by grant ; 
for no grant of this nature was ever kn o w tt to 
have been recorded, either is the "Womes or 
elsewhe:re. 

Alhired hf tfteie promises, many neblemen,: 
and other persons of distinction, raising armies, 
marched into Wales, and, after various succes- 
ses, and changes of fortune, dispossessed the 
Welch of a considerable extent of country. 

About the time of the Norman Conquest,* 
several large garrisoned towns were buitt on the 
frontiers of Wales, viz. Bristol, Gloucester, 
Worcester, Salop, and Chester. Secure in 
these fortresses, the adventurers, by frequent 
incursions into the low and flat countries, 
prosecuted a very destructive warfare against 
their opponents, and by force or stratagem 
drove them from their possessions. ' 

Peter Corbett held the manor of Course: 
Theobald de Verdon, had Mahly: Mortimer, 
Wigmore: Fitz- Allen, Cfnn, &c. and all those 
Lords Marchers executed laws of sovereign go- 
vernors on their tenants and people, which the 
kings of England thought prudent to permit for 
a time. A similar policy, as we learn fbom the 

historian 
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hk^aiBm T mmpMrns, was used wiA feiqpeet 
to hmih mt At eonfines of Scotlaad, uMl hi 
heik instances sai^ge and ferocions Bofder 
wars eonlmued fer ages. 

The pieceding Inrief sketch of Ae history ci 
the Lords Marchers, is fivmi to illustrate the 
Hist«rieal Notices #iueb are collected in thici 
Account of LndHow and its Castle. 

After Ae accession of Stephen, tiie governor 

of LndHow Castle, Gerrase PAganette, having 

betrayed his tmst in joinmg the Eimpress Maud, 

Stephen besieged k ; in which attack smne say 

he succeeded, others i>n the contrary represent 

the attempt as completely nnsnccessiul. The 

most pvevaifing opinion is that the governor re-* 

penting, wished to obtain the king's forgiveness^' 

and succeeded in gainklg advantageous terms 

of sobmissien for hknselfand the garrison, on 

which the Castle was surrendered A. D. 1190, ^ 

Dimng tiiis siege the Earl of Northianberland^ 

nqa of David king of Scotland, driven on l^ 

juvenile boMness, had nearly foUen a victkn to 

his indiscretion ; approai^hing too near the 

walls, on horseback, he was on the point <^ 

losing his Me by means of a grappling engine 

thrown out by Ae besieged. Fiom tbls* peril-* 

ous situation he was extricated by' the king^ 

who hastened instantly to his relief and having 

cut asund^ wi^ his sword the ropes to whicb 

^ the 



the koB iMMiius w«re &ied, m"^ ^^ yova^ 
prince» fttlkeioia^lieiildiMifl^ life; 

**Axk «£tioiik *' 9ay»]U]pin> '^wiuobMfeiMided as 
much to the hcnour of the kiiig> «« of thi^ 
prince ftr whom he testified K^ gieat ikii 
affectkun* . 

About .the jmt 1176 Henry II. iMd(» a graiili 
of this noble Caslle to Fnlke Fit* IWariii^ liiii 
fa:«f<Ntrite^ Mtrntoned <te Dhiai^ togettiet nvfth- 
tbat extensive and fertile vale im ^be banks ^ 
the Riv^ Corve» cfdled Corv^-Daie. 

To this Folke Fits Waring de; mmm, stte<^ 
ceeded Joccaa de Dinan ; between whom and 
Hugh de Moyttetar, Lovd<:of Wignol^y gireat- 
dissentions aiese ; insoBiiMdi that Joecas'eoaki' 
fiot pass ont of his Castle "without danger of 
being taken by Mortimer'a men. But it id 
happened, . that ^ Mortimer htoiscif setting spies 
upon Joceas, and mving tloong^ the woods 
^lone, was surprised in the thickets contiguous 
to. the WhitecUffe Heath; by sonid men who 
had l»een sent to eat wood fer the g^tfrison : by 
whom he was^ taken prisoner into tke Cftetie of 
Ludlow, and confined in one ef tte towers, 
which to this day is caBed Mcwtimer's Tovrer, 
from whence he w^ not released until he had 
paid d(M)9 marks of sUver for his ransom; An. 
amazing sum^ if we consider the great difference 
between the value of money at thiit period and 
the present. •" It 



vbfkl litte.ftbe Mey.fiunSy £itt poiteMed die 
Ca»1}e of Ludlow, Init Ik ^ike fruit made fa 
JUriiei^^ Earl of:UicestBr,;o£ibe SaddoBi of 
Hi^6Mrd» we.iiadthe:«aiieof iingh dt Laoy, 
with an acknowiedgment of a former claim thatt 
tl^e. fiuitfly bad to tiisc fkMiwtflioM fnmtod to 
Q«^«:,iMr Jocaw. Xbe deed^.m^<|1lMlkMl, waa 
oiiide m A« }«at ^raaar of itbe .liigB of Stepli«B« 
** If he eiiiiirrttiigemattaniwitliuGiaitao de Di- 
nanC mjs tlia*k%i «<L£mfy g^nmi tlmt tke 
said 6ol|M>.my.]ioU Ilia fee« wbicit bad been 
HiH^ de Laejr^* ef tbe SmL" It waa dnriaf 
tj^e t^e U was. po^iesMd bj 0«lao, or loceas, 
tiMMt liu^y b^ly attanptad to mdte good bb 
e|alm by^ for^o of avma» in wbieh be finatty suc- 
ceeded. Duro^ the CQQliMt» Hug^ and^bia 
frieiid» SiK Am4AlteLiile,.«iipetakeo:ea|itivr 
and oi^fiQi^d M.the '*|iiiaoo of Pendover within. 
^ Cantlfi of JUidloir.** b wUeb state: of jms- 
pn^iiie tb^ inobfkbly r^noined a eonsiderable 
tii^e, 1^1 the. mcv$;y of their «aemy. Hcaiever^ 
it; 1^ reco94e4t ^t> imiuaiottr with « gendewoman 
^f . th|Q bo9«^li^d^j0|f Sir Jooeas, sn^pliod I>e 
liiJk, with . the! piMni of jeseape* Soon aftec«v 
retl^nillg .^pritb; Sk a»fl|^ifl«t &f^» Ikt^ were ae-: 
cretly adnp^t^ i^itOidio Gftatk by theif lenudo 
inampratOft and ,tbe iiii£»rliinate Bir loocaa waa 
deprived <^ bis poaf^ssioos. The too . late xt* 

^ pentance 
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penteDce of this ateMloiied w<mmhi drove her 
to the madaess irfdesperatioDy and in her fren- 
zy she destroyed herself. 

The fofiowing curious aeeomit ia Leland's 
CoUeetanea; Tom. 1« f* 231, refers to this 
period. 

Thinges excciyM oute of an old Englisch 
boke yn ryme of the Gestes of Gaaruie and hifir 
smnes. '^William Conqveror toke counsel of 
Corbet and Mwthner for stienkellMng of his 
marches about the quarters of Shropshire agayn 
the Walchmen. The bmrge of Shrobbesbuii was 
COBRnitted to the cure of Roger de Belesme, 
where he made a castel Alberbyri and AUeston 
was committed to Guarine de Mees. Alane 
Fleilsone had gyven to him Oswaldestre, Payne 
PeTerei^ that lovid welle hunting, had Whitington 
. with al the lordship. Payne Peverel had no is- 
sue ; but his sister had a sunne cauUid William, 
a wortiiy knight, that won the hundredes of 
Ellesmcre, and Meilor, and other mo. This 
WiUiam had issue eleven daughters, whereof 
Heleae was married to Alaiie*s heyre : and Mel- 
let, the secunde, wold have none but a knight 
of very nobil hardines. Wherefore her father 
promised by crye that noMe young men should 
meate at Peverel*s place in the Peke, and he 
that pvovidbymself yn feates of armes, should 
have Mellet his doughter, with the castle of 

Whitington. 
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Whitngton. Giiarine cam to this cnterprice^ 
and ther faute with a miniie <^ the king of Seot- 
land, and also with a Baron of 3argoyne» and 
vanquiah'd them bothe. Gnarine had a sheld of 
sylver^ and a proude pecock upon bis heauhne 
creste. Guarine weddid Mellet, and had a 
sunne caullid Fulco. Joos, a knight, was left 
as governer to yong Fulco. Guarine and he de- 
fendid his lands agayne one Walter, the greatest 
of the marche lorde oute of Lacy and Ludlow. 
They met at a bent by Bourne, at a bridge 
ende a litle from Ludlow. Joos bare a shekl 
of sylver, with thre blew lyons coronid with 
gold. 

Joos had a daughter caullid Hawise, whom 
Fulco Gwarine entirely lovid, and seying her in 
great dolour, askid the cause of her sorrow, 
and she answerid that it was no matter for an 
kauker to amende : and he upon that toke hise 
and spere to rescew Joos her &ther, as. one^ 
Godarde was about to streke of his hede ; so 
that Godarde was slayne of him, and Gualter 
Lacy dryven away. Then Joos recovered a 
horse and sore wonndid Syr Arnold that did 
hym much hurt. Ther Fulco killid one Andreyr, 
a knight longging to Walter Lacy. Gualter 
Lacy and Syr Arnold were taken prisoners and 
put in the Castel of Ludlow, in a prison 
caullid Pendouer. 

■I 

A 



di HISTORY Oy LUDLOW. 

' A gentflwoman, caullid Marion* detiverid 
hoi&EL these knighttes by trea&on oute ot 
Pendouer, for love of Syr Arnold de Lis, one of 
them that promised her falsely marriage. 
Fulco Ouarine weddid Hawise> doughter to 
JooSy at Ludlow C&stel. Joos and Fulco 
Guarine toke a journey into Ireland ; Marion 
tarried, fisdning siknes, behind, and write a 
lettre to her love Syr Arnold de Lis, to cum 
secretely to her up into the Castel with a lader 
of leder and cordes. Arnold cam according to 
Marion's desier, and had his pleasure of her ; 
and sone after cam his band, and secretely 
scalinge the walles killed the Castellanes. Then 
Marion, seeing this treason, lept out of a towre 
and brake her nek; and Arnold killed after 
many of the burgeses of Ludlow tonne, sparing 
nother wife, widow nor childe. 

Walter Lacy, beringlhat the Castel and 
toune of Ludlow was won, cam with his band 
thither, and mannld and vitallid Ludl6W, k^pihg 
it as his owue. This tidinges was told to Joos, 
lying at Lambourne. Joos and Puled, $nd his 
fiither Guarine, cam to rescue Ludlow ; and in 
assaulting of it kHlid many of Laey's men. Wen 
Lacy, with, a band of men, t^am oute to 'fight 
witli them ; but he l^ing mahy men,' was fayne 
to recoyle into die tonne. 'Sone aft^r this/ 
Guarine de Meese waxed very sike^ and 86 

goying 
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^oyini to Aiboutby lie dyed there within VII 
dayes» and was buried in die new abbay, Fnko 
his sunne and Mellet his wife being present. 
Fulco retnmid to help' Joes* Gualter Lacy 
sent tp the pfince of Wales for help, and he cam; 
wymMng by the way Whitington ; and Beonoan, 
a place about Ludlow, wither the prince Qf 
Wales with his, resortid to help Lacy. 
'[ Fulco Ouarine hurte the prince of Wales ini 
the shoulder, and drave hym to a castel, 
cauUid Cayhome, where Cay had be lorde, and 
Ihere asseging by three days part of the princes 
men, kiUid many of diem at a certen issue. 
Fiiko was woundid, and yet roMe to mete 
king Henry by Glocestre, of whom he wa^ 
wdle interteynid as his kinnesman, an4 there he 
had hb wounde that Amold*s brother gave him 
^n the waste wdle helid. King Henry made 
Fulke a knight ami steward of his house, and 
brde and governor of thos marchis. Tbt» 
Fulco Ouarine bad a sunne by his wtfe Hawise, 
fikewise cauUid Fuloo." 

The male line of the Lacies b^itme extinct 
on die death of the first Hugh,, but the name was 
revived m the pmon of h\i^ i^phew. It was 
dus second Hu^ de i#cy to whom Henry II. 
gave the E^u^om of Ulster ; and it. is presumed 
he was. sanctioned in retaining possession of 
Ludlow by the same Monarch. 

In 
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Ifi Ae fifth of Ricliard I. Gilbert Talbot hwi 
lands given him for the custody of Ludlow Caftle* 
and eight years afterwards^ HOG, Hubert* Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury,, and Primate of England, 
took possession of Ludlow Castle on behalf of 
the king, and committed it to the care of new 
governors. 

Anno gratise millesimo centesimo nonagesimp 
octavo, Hubertus, &c, fuit in Walli^, et recq[)it 
in manu su^ Castellum de Ludelaw, Sec. expul- 
sis inde custodibus, qui ea din custodierant; et 
tradidit ea aliis custodibus custodienda ad opus 
Regis. Hoveden AnnaL p. 77^. 

In the eighth year of the reign of king John 
we find this Castle remaining in the possession 
of the crown, and was then conferred on Phiiip 
de Albani, who intermediately enjoyed it until 
it again devolved to the ancient iiBunily of the 
Lacies. Walter de Lacy, and Gilbert his son, 
granted great possessions in and near the town 
of Ludlow, for the support of the hospital of 
St. John the Baptist, founded by Peter Under- 
god, soon after the Conquest. This hospital 
stood near Ludford bridge, contiguous to Lud- 
low, in a place called to this day, St. John's close. 
Walter de Lacy died in Uie year 1241, the 
twenty-fifth year of Henry UL his estates 
descending, in default of male heirs, to his 
two grand-daughters^ Margery^ and M^ud. 

In 
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In Ae twei^^dgbA of Heilry III. A. B. U4^ 
Geoffrey de 6enei4tt hsfbg^ msmed Maud, the 
nmee aB4 due of the^c6-lieir» of Walter cte lacy^: 
obtained the King'd pFecefyt to the Slieriff of 
Herefer^sluxe for setlwg forth her paipafty^. 
upon partition of the lands of the said Walter; 
whereupon tfie Castle of Ludlow with ita mem- 
bersy wa» in part thereof asrigned to her, and 
became the inheritance of hex son Peter de Gen- 
evitt« 

4& Henry III. IMl^ orders were issued 6om' 
the Castle of Ludlow, commandinf all tfae^ 
BaionV Maschets to repair to that fortress wdth 
honie and arms to assist Roger de Mortimer in 
restraining the hostilities of the Welch. In 1264 
the King being obliged to yield* to the Barons, 
Roger de Mortimer was one who undertook ta 
guanmtee the regularity of his conduct: but 
the King soon after getting strength, marched 
to Nordiampton, and gave the Bar<ms a defeat^ 
Roger de Mortimer bdng then ^le chief in the 
action for the King ; and soon after being in tiie 
foti^ battle of Lewis, and discerning the day to^ 
be lost, he fle4 witii James de Aldithley, Roger 
de Clifford, and otbers of the Barons Marchera 
and fell upon liewelfyn, who had been ad- 
vancing with his men towards the Castle of 
Ludlow, endeavouring in a clandestine manner 
during the absence of its Lord to seize upmt it^ 
c Not 
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Not long after the Barons gaining the ascendan- 
cy, Hugh Mortimer surrendered this castle, and 
also Richard*s Castle, to John Fitz John, and 
then the Barons went to Montgomery, where 
Soger Mortimer and James de Aldithley were. 
(Dugdale.) 

In the thirty-first of Edward I. A. D. 1303, Ro- 
ger de Mortimer married Joane, the widow of 
Peter de Genevill, son of Geoffrey de Genevill, 
and became Lord of Ludlow Castle. In the four- 
teenth of Edward 11. A. 9. 1321, having united 
himself with the discontented Barons of the 
realm, he was committed a prisoner to the 
Tower, from which he found means to escape, 
A. D. 1323 ; and in memory of this deliverance 
he caused a chapel to be built in honour of St. 
Peter, in the outer ward of Ludlow Castle, for 
one priest to celebrate mass perpetually therein. 

This distinguished personage, raised by a 
daring course of crimes to that ''bad eminence" 
from which he was at last precipitated, was 
created Earl of March in the first year of Ed- 
ward III. He was afterwards made Justice of 
Wales by that monarch, whom he entertained 
most sumptuously during his progress into the 
Marches of Wales, at his Castles of Ludlow 
and Wigmore. 

The reign of the second Edward had been 
disgraced by the wickedness and cruelty which 

follows 
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follows a system of favoritism ; and weakly sub- 
mitting to the guidance of a depraved woman 
and her pardzans, he ultimately lost his crown 
and his life. 

Great numbers of noblemen and public cha- 
racters were destroyed by the secret plots of 
Mortimer and Adamde Orlton, Bishop of Here- 
ford ; which latter, if we may credit a contem- 
porary writer, was of a character equally de** 
praved with the Lord of Wigmore, and deserving 
the appellation given him of^ 

" Omnis hujus mali Architectus/' 

** Never," says Speed, "did English earth at 
one time drink so much blood of her nobles, in 
so vile a manner shed ; their enemies, not con- 
tented with their blood, procured also the 
confiscation of their estates and inheritances.*' 
^* But, Mortimer,*' exclaims the historian, 
" there will be a time, when the cry of this, and 
other blood sacrificed to thy private revenge, 
(whilst thou abusest the public trust) will never 
give over the pursuit, till it hath deservedly 
drawn thine in lieu thereof." 

"Nemesis, or rather God*s vengeance, with 
swift pace did now approach and summon Mor- 
timer to a bloody account. Oh what enchant- 
ments are honour and power to the nunds of men ! 
how suddenly and how strangely do they blow 
up the same with the contempt of others, and 

forget- 



forgf^iftda^^ of theausietyes? C«Eft«iily the haOt 
9laie «f 9iaB*s coQstittttiQa is clearly s^en in tlii» 
lugh Iprd, who^ dntnkeii vfiA. kiia^, and fear- 
ing neither God nor man« fell into utier confii« 
sioii when least he feared." Mortimer was at 
last sd^ed by the King himself, assisted hy his 
attendants, in Nottingham Caistk. 
. * * There was in the Castle of Nottingham (and 
at this day is) a certain secret way or. mine cut 
through a rock, upon which the said castle is 
built, one issue whereof openetili toward the 
river which tmA- under it, and the other venteth 
itself iar within upon the sur&ce, and is (at this 
present) ca}led Mortimer's hole; through this, 
4he young King (Edward III.) well armed, and 
strongly seconded^ was conducted by some of 
his trusty and sworn servants, with drawn 
.swords^ up to the Queen's chamber, whose 
door was unshut, and with her was Mortimer, 
,seady to go to bed, whom, with the slaughter 
of a knight, and one or two that resisted, they 
laid hold upon. This w^s not reputed a slender 
enterprize, in regard that in Mortimer's retinue 
were.not fewer than one hundred and three score 
• knighta, besides esquires and gentlemen/' The 
art]dea>of impeachment against Mortimer are 
to he found asribUows, in the celebrated poem 
of the •/ Mirrour af JMagistratrn-'* 



*< liife hajiMHis ciimM aipiioit bin sMo lilpre had. 
1 . First that he canade (he Klug td yeeld the Scott, 

(Tq vuke a neaoe) towBoa tut •iwmteii him g«t. 

Aad therewithall the Charter caUed Ragman ; ' 
% TJMitof1iie6eDta^lttdhiibed.privarKaiiie. 
3. lliat through his meanesSr. Edward or Carnarton'; 

I» Aaldey Gwtle nmt tsdtoroiiikr vaa^akuii. 
^ That with hit Prince'i mother he had laine, 
P. .Aiid<liHdlywithp<aihifatl|iai»kMiie^ 

Had rob'd the King and Conanoos of their treafove.** 

*' Bvit the nioit bsrfoftMiiB wurder of fte 
Kng^B feAha, jaad eapeciatty tbe didHmonrafcle 
paaoe aitad contmct with ^ktt tken jptotemMdd eiie-^ 
miisBai finglawdl, were ptincipally imsiilediip^ft 
as hehMHis tieMon. He was after fwnleaoe hg-^ 
Qonintously 4r&wii to Tyburn, the coatmmk 
pftaoe of eKectttioDy then coUed 4he fibiea^ aai 
there upon the common gallo¥ts was as igttOfluvH 
iousfy ixecirted, diaB^iiig>(hy llie King's lOom- 
mandment) two days and itwo ingMBy a piiMid 
apd gladsome sfectade." IIhs ha^p^mtA m 
the year 1330* A grauAmm if tte l^k, ttthb 
same name, smoccadcd to>iB \ti1ie and >asiata^ 
who, desirous of possessing the "LoMbip «f 
I«dkfw eiattre, >^aiv£ the manor of Ctendon,. in 
Bttckingfaamfhire, to fiir WilHani: d« F«±alni of 
Gsoby, in exohanfe ifior Adit moiBty iiif 4hifl 
nor and Town, which bad <diiacai<kd ** 
formes family. » 

ILudlojw cantiaued for a long series of ^esrs iii 
1be>|>easanmni ef the Mordmevs, ^omii9hom4»-> 
•ccnded ^ preatt and aobie ^fondly la «h« Mut 
line of it; it also branched forth into the ooft^ 

siderable 
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siderable ones of Richard's Castle, Attilbury, 
Chirki and Chiimarch, all barons and great men 
in their generations; of whom Sir William Dug- 
dale mentions, — — — ** How great, how pious, 
how numerous these Mortimers were, and last- 
ly how honourably the name went out, being 
wrapt up in the crown by an heir general. 

The conflict between the houses of York and 
Lancaster began in the year 1390, when, on the 
deposition of Richard II, the Duke of Lancaster 
ascended the throne under the title of Henry IV, 
and the Mortimer family from this period became 
distinguished as competitors with the Lancas- 
trians for the English crown. 
' Henry was the son of John of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancaster, fourth son of Edward III. His title 
however, was not a just one, for Lionel, Duke 
of Clarence, third son of Edward III, left a 
daughter named Philippa, from whom descended 
the House of York. 

Edmund Mortimer, uncle to Richard Planta- 
genet having been declared heir apparent to the 
crown by Richard II, previous to that Prince's 
unfortunate Irish expedition, was on that ac- 
count kept a close prisoner during the whole of 
tiie reigns of Henry IV, and Henry V. His 
conference with his nephew, as given by our 
gfeat dramatic Bard, is in a high degree inter- 
esting^. 
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SCENE, A PRISON. 

ENTBR MORTIMER, BROUGHT IN A CHAIR, 

AND JAILORS. 

Mor. K)Bd keepcn of my weak dBcaying ace 
Let djing Moctimer here rest biiiiieu7 
Keo fik* • man haw baled fitom tbe^mck. 
So fare my limba with long faa|kffiaonment : 
And thcK gray loeka, the pnnuvanti of death. 
' NcaCor-llke aged in an age of care, 
▲fgue the end of Edmnnd Moitimer, 
Them eyca, like lampa whoee wa^ng oil ifipent, 
Wax dim, at diawiug to their eacigent. 
Weak •honldeis overoome with buithening grie^ 
And pithlem anna, like to n wither'd vine 
That droopa hia aaplembianches to the gronnd : 
Yet eve thcae feet, whoee atreogthlcm etay ia nnmli^ 
(Uiiable to mpiKHt this lump of clay) 

^ Swifl-winged with deaire to get n gnnre ; 

At witting^ I no other comfort havob 
But tell me |Leeper, will my nephew oomef 

' Keep.Bichaid Plantagenet, mj Lotd, will come 

Mor. Cnovgfa ; my eonl then wall be eatiafy'd. 

Poor gentleman, hia wroi^ doth equal mine. 

Since llenry Monmouth ftnt be^ to rrign, 

(Before whole glory I was i^reat in aima.) 

This loathsome seqnestration have I faadi 

And. even since then, hath Richaid been obiair*d, 

DepriT'd of hmiottr awl inheritance. 

But now the arbitrator of deapaiia. 

Just death, kind umpire.of men's miseries. 

With sweet enlargement doth diamia me beniot. 

ENTER RICHARD PLANTAGENET. 



Keep. My Loid, yow loviag ncf 
Mor. Rtehaid Plintamet, my 
Plan. I noble mnde, UratigBOb] 



iai 
ftiend, ia hcoome? 
ignoBly na'd } 
I Your nephew, — — 

Mob Biicct mine arma, I.mi^ embmce hia nickt 
And ia hia beaom speml my latest gaB|K 
Gh, teU me, when my lipa do touch hie ehedcf ; 
I That I mav kindly dre one feinting Uaa. 

' flaB. First lean tune agea back against miaesna I 

And now, good nnde, for my father's sake, 
In hononr of a troe naatagenct. 
And for alliance aake, declare the cavse 
MyAthwEari ef Omihridgekiet his hcsd. 
Mot. This cause, fair nephew^ that imprtaoa'd me ; 
And bath deliia'dme aU my ilow*riig yovth 
Within a loathamne dungeon, there to pine^ 
Was cursed Inatrtoneat of his decsaee. 
Pfea. DiscovcK.moie at kwge irimt canar th a t was^ 
For I am igaofaat and caaoot gacak 



• 
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Blor. I will, if Ikat myfrdiivlbiQpiftkpcnuts 
And (leath approach not, ere my tale be 
qewy the fwrth, ptwdfcthflr to thk kiaf^ 
Depos'd lus cousin Uchard, Edwvd't eon ; 
Tlie <f«t besQtlen, and the hiwli^ heir 
Of Edwa^ king, the third of that descent. 
Daring ^vhoaerdfn the Perciea of IIk noilli, 
finding his nsorpitkm most nnjnat, 
Eadeavoo'd my advancenent to theCiimMi. 
The reMan inov*d theae varlifcs kids to thii, 
Wm, lor tlMt7«iing king KidMidlidf 
Leaving no heir b»itto H of hiahod^, 
I was the Best bj Krih and faacaliVB 



! 




t>< 



illler Irisfcther BoB n gh wd ie, did reign, 
Th^ Mher; Earl of Cambridge, (then deriv'd 
From fiunons Edmnnd La^ley , Doke of Yodi» 
Bfanyiag wan rister, tfaattby mother «ai); 
.in piiy « myhasd d Mfai m • 

ataimn in tiw diadem: ^ 

But M the rest, 00 fell tiiat noble Eur! 

And was beheaded. Thus the Moctimen^ 

In wImwi the title reated, where sapnrest. 
Plan. Of which, my Lord, yoor Honow is the last. 
Mor. True; aiidtlioaaeeit»thatI'noiaraehave; 

Afld that my liunthig words do warrant deaHis 

Thoa art my heir ; me rest 1 wiih thee gatiiers 

But yet be wary in thy ttodions caie. * 

With aiienoe, iienbew, -be thou poBtic: 

fBtnmg-ftsmd is tne beoae of Lanoarter, 

And like a mountain not to be lenMnr'd. 

Bot nmf ^ «ade 1» rmovjng benoe ; 

As Princes do their coats, whan they are eloy*d 

With long tauOnwam^ in saetftlBd f late. ' 
Flan. O unfile, would asBMiipBt of my waoag yean 

Might but vedmm thp pm«ge of yawagn! 
Mor. Thou dost then wrong me, as that sisuiit'rer doth, * 

Who gimth BMBy wouiia When OM wiU klH. 

Mourn not, encMt thonasciowte my good) ^ 

.Only giwa oadeisibr my funaml 

And so faiesMtt ; and lair bifid thy hopes 

Aqlpfospcvaua be thy life in peace and war f (OIm.) 
Flu. And pome, Mowar, befelthy pariinigsovil! 

In pnson hast than spent a pngiimage. 

And, like an hermit, over-past thy days. 

W^ i I win loak h9 cauael in my braast ; 

Aqd what I do imagine, kt that nst. J 

KoepMS^ canvay hmi henoat and I myadff * 

WoTiee Ua burial hatter than his life 

Here Ues tto'dusky toreh «f Moitimar, 

^ 'wiatMiMtiaMoftlMaeaacriiirt 



I 






Bicluffd HntiigfBct, Eoi «f Cambridge, 
«r8» bghfdcd hj Heavy V, aad iiis bioiker th« 
IMce <rf York wan ilain «i Hie batde of Agin- 
court. His title and aitates ^stceaded to iht 
aecoiid Ridiard Aoilagaiet, who woidd pro« 
hMf never lMn% attempted to detiarone Henry 
Yl, had aoidie people by their ciaeaaiaeM un- 
der haafafenmient, seeaud to inyite him to the 
MndertafcJBg. 

In the year 1460, the Duke of York laid vio- 
knt haads on his avowed enemies, John 8utton 
lord DuiMey, Reigpald, Abbot of St, Peter's 
at GUstonbory, and another person, whom he 
nafNrisoiMd in his Csurtle of Ludlow. The same 
ye*r he published a letter abpat the government 
of the towih ; the purport of whieh is to oonfifln 
^nd authorise the eontianaace of the *^ rale, 
couaeel and gpvemance of the said <owa» by 
the TWwive sad Twenij^Jhe," as foniieriy, «^«ythe 
the time that no mind is." llif style of the 
Duke in this instrument is *^ Eaii of Mareh, mid 
of Ulster, Lord of Clare, of Wigmove, and of 
Ludlow." 

It seems to have been the policy of the Lancas- 
trian usarpen, eonscioua of ^ir want of a jisit 
ttdetothe erown, to^ pacify ^le house pf York 
f>y tile attowance of posts of honour and profit. 
It might themsfere nataiuUy be eapectod; that 
the first attempts against tiia sovereign to whom 

they 
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they had swom allegiance, would he attended 
with some scruples of conscience^ as well as 
apprehensicMis of danger. Indeed it is evident 
that the paltry system of duplicity hy which 
the Duke conducted his undertaking, was that 
which is only adopted or vindicated by those 
whom fear or wickedness induces to throw a veil 
over their, real intentions. A system seldmn ul- 
timately successful, though, unfortunately for 
mankind, too often made use of. . / 

It was therefore under various pretences that 
the Duke b^an to raise a powerful army in the 
Marches. , In order to palliate his- proceedings, 
he published a declaration, dated at his Castle 
of Ludlow, and signed with Ms own hand and 
seal, January 0th, 1451, in which he professed 
his allegiance to King Henry, stating that his 
army was raised solely for the purpose of re- 
dressing certain grievances, &c. feeding in this 
manner, the public mind with vague. and frivo- 
lous excuses, as an e^Ltenuation of his conduct. 

Time, however disclosed his i^eal de9igns ; for 
soon after the death of Lord Audley, at Blore 
Heath, in Staffordshire, he threw off the mask, 
openly avowed his pretensions to the throne, 
and appointed the Castle of Ludlow the place of 
rendezvous for his^ adheients. On which the 
xoyal^ army then stationed at Worcester, was 
0rdei;ed:to march against him, .' 
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. On the approach of the Royalists to Lodford, 
the Bishop of Salisbury was sent into the town 
with an offer of a general amnesty, if they 
would surrender. This being approved of by 
the inhabitants, and violently opposed by the 
soldiers, a contest arose between them in which 
many of the former were destroyed. 

These disputes could not fail to weakoi the 
resolution of the besieged, and this is apparent 
from the submissive letter sent to the King as 
stated by Speed.— <' The Earl of Salisbury in 
this sort opened to himself a way to Ludlow, 
where the head of their combination, the Duke 
of York, busied himself to gather forces : be* 
ii^r met, they conclude, that seeing the matter 
was now become deadly, they would deal in 
clouds no longer, but fight it out to the extre- 
mity. Men are drawn out of all parts with 
large hopes and promises of sharing in their 
fortunes, and the Earl of Warwick bringing 
with him from Calais, that valiant captain An- 
drew Trollop, and a band of stout and choice 
soldiers, comes to the general randesvous of the 
Yorkists, the Castle of Ludlow.*' 

'* The King in the mean space hath assem- 
bled a great puissance of fiuithfttl subjects, and 
being attended with the Dukes of Somerset and 
Exeter j» sad other of his chief friends, march* 
eth against his enemies. His first work was to 
goffer them general pardon. It is refuned, and 
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catted hj dieai a stiff ^ruA^ or ^bm ImMtr. 
The BMMUxl fliast deckle ttie quarrel. Wkereiip* 
OB ike Kipg eonnttands kts standards to advaace : 
while he was on hisnairchy a letter fiaa^t vith 
the wonted hypocrisies, b deMvered to the King. 
In it anM>ng nasy <^er iitBhiiiiatiQnB ace diese. 
*< Most christiaa Kmg, right high and mighty 
Pdnee, and oar most dread sovereign Lovd, &c. 
We sent unto your ^od gsace by the Prior of 
tiie cathedral dhurdi of Worcester and diwera 
adier Doctors, and among others by Mr. Wil- 
liam linwood. Doctor of Divinity^ which mm- 
isterad ^onto us severally the blessed saeramenA 
ofthe body of Jesus, whereupon we and eitery^ 
of as deposed of our truili and dnty, &c/' Buti 
tiie letter mwLe no overtune id any courne upon 
wfai^ they would yidd to lay tlown aiins« al- 
ledging^ ^Hhey would hut make their way to 
the King for redress of isbuaes, and ^SbaX Aey 
were enfonced to stand together for their own 
defence, against sudh great courtien aad fsm 
w>rites, as intended their destruction/' 

** The King is now in sight, whom die trium^* 
virs, York, Warwick, and Salisbury, bemg 
stroagly entrenched belisre Ludlow, mean to 
assail. Andeew Trollop, luho bad in the King'd 
pay done gseat aenrice upoa the Fiench, was 
ai&cpuint^d widi all their oouaoil, aad finding 
himadf eatrenaely deceived, ^for he thought, 
and sd by Ae Earl of Waijwlefc unas nwde to 
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belieV4i, that the pies^^nrfttioH ci the Kmg^ Was 
hitesdedy aiMl not <les4nictioii«) ftb«iidcni« . the 
Yorkii^ camp at midiught, and with a choiee 
Qioaber ef.tnusty menpseseiits himself and -ser** 
vice» ta the Kiag, whe graeiously received hiai^ 
The Yorkists upoa notice of Trollop's act, dea- 
pairiag of snccesse at that presenty §jJ* The 
Duke of York, with tiie Earl of Ratlaad 
his youngs: son, into Ireland, the Barl of 
March, hi» ddest son and .heir, Warwick 
and Salisbury, with much difficulty escape to 
Calais. " The multitude which served under 
York found mercy, but their Tenants were 
tnany o^ them executed, maimed, or generally 
ransacked. The town of Ludlow itsdf was 
spoiled to the bare wails, and the Dutchess of 
York deprived of all her goods." In the suc- 
ceeding Parliament, held at Coventry, the fol- 
lowing persons were attainted of high treason^ 
and their estates confiscated, as appears from 
Fenn's driginal Letters, vol. 1, page 182, 



TilflDucofYork 

Therle of Marche 
Therle of Rutland 
Therle of Warrwyk 
Tlierie of Salisbury 
The Lord Powys 
TfaeliOfdClyntoD 
*The Countess of Sarr 
Sir Thbnas Nevyle 
Sir John Nevvie 

fir Thomas Hnryngton 
ir Thorn's o Parre 
Sir John Goiyen 



"Alice Deagbter and bab oi 
Thomas Montague, Earl of Sal- 
isbury, wife of Richard Neville, 
iu her right, Eail of Salisbury. 



SvJohnWenlok 
SirWm.Oldhall 
Edwavd Bourghder Baq, 
ABvoy* of his 
Them's Vangh'n 
Thorn's Colte 



Thomas Clay 
Joh ~ 



Pbhn Denham 

Thomas Mfiryng 

John Oter 

MaislrRic. Fisher 

Hastyngs and oy' that as yet 
we can not know y'e names, tec. 
As for y*e Lord Powys he cama 
inne and: hadde g'ee as for his 
lyf, but as for his goods y*e for- 
fetttic passed 
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' Fabyan gives ther following account of this, af- 
fair. — ^^Whereof herynge the sayde Duke, then 
beynge with his people nere vnto the towne of 
Ludlowe, pyght there a sure and stronge feelde, 
that none of his foes myght vpon any parte 
entre. Where he so lyinge, came to hym from 
Calys, the Erie of Warwyke with a stronge 
bande of men^ amonge the whiche was Andrewe 
Trollop, and many of other of the beste sould- 
yours of Calys. The Duke thus keepynge his 
feelde vpon that one party, and the Kynge with 
his people vpon that other, vpon the nyght pre^ 
ceding the day that both hoostes shuld have 
met, the fomamed Andrewe TroUop, with all 
the chefe souldyours of Calys, secretly departed 
from the Duke*s boost and went vnto the Kinges^ 
where they were ioyously receyued. Whan 
this thynge to the Duke and the other lords was 
asserteyned, they were therewith sore dysmay- 
ed, and especyallye, for the sayde lordes hadde 
to the sayde Andrewe shewyd the hoole of theyr 
ententys, which than they knewe well shuld be 
clerelye dyscoveryd vnto theyr enemyes : where- 
fore, after coonceyll for a remedy taken, they 
concludyd to flee, and leve the feelde standyng 
as they had ben present and styll abydyng. 
And so, incontinentlye the sayde Duke with his 
ii sones, and fewe other parsonys, fled towarde 
Walys, and from thens passed sanely into Ire- 
lande. 
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And forthwith the Kynge rode vnto Ludlowe Sc 
djspoyled the towne and castell, and sent the 
Duchesse of Yorke, with hyr children, vnto the 
Duchesse of Buckingham his syster^ where she 
restyd long after." 

On the surrender of the place, the greater 
part of the garrison was pardoned ; but the castle 
was stripped of all its costly ornaments and the 
town forcibly plundered of every thing valuable. 
According to Hall, the Duchess of York with her 
two younger sons and her sister, were taken in 
the place, and cQufined for some time afterwards 
in one of the outer towers. 

Ludlow and its Castle continued in this dis- 
mantled state until after the battle of Wakefield, 
in which the Duke of York was slain and ma- 
ny of his followers cruelly put to death, after 
having surrendered themselves to the promised 
mercy of the enemy. The infant son of the Duke 
murdered in cold blood, and the, barbarous 
cruelty of the Queen to her captive enemy, 
has been enlarged on by historians. " Cruel 
joy (says Speed) is seldom fortunate. Casar 
wept over Pampeis head, but the Queen (igno- 
rant how many causes of tears were reserved for 
her own share,) makes herself merry with the 
ghastly and bloody spectacle of the Duke*s head 
crowned with paper.'* Cruelty and murder ex- 
cite the abhorrence and detestation of mankind, 

and 
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vad fiMom esecipe pttsisliiiiettli. The unferl^* 
nate fitther wheiv the handkerchief drenched w 
the blood of his chikt^ is given to him, is made 
to exclaim^ 

"That fiMe of his, the hungry cannibato 

Would not have touched, mould not have stained with blood : 

But you ate more inhunom, more inexorable,—!— 

O, ten tines moie^- — ^than tigers of Hyrcania. 

SMe, ruthless Queen^ a hapless fikther's tears: 

This cloth thou dinp'dst in blood ctf my sweet boy, 

And I with, tears ao wash the blood sway. 

These teais are my sweet Rutland's obsegoies ; 

And every drop ones vengeance for his dealli, — - 

*OaiBrt tbcei leH Ctiffoxd,—- aad thee fUse French wovum.** 

His exeerstieiis were prophetic, *'for the Earl 
of March soil and heir to this late Taliant Duke 
of Yorky hearing of this tsagical adventure/^ 
resolYed to reviaige the death of hi» folder. 
. Having collected sometroops in the Matches^ 
the Castle of LndleW was peilceably pat into 
his posaessioni and the garrison espoused his 
cause ; being joiired afterwards by some Welch 
troops near Leominster, he completed a formic 
dable army, and k^t his flag, as a signal of 
rendezYoas, flying upon the lofty summit of 
Wigmore Castle. 

The Queen, fearjfiil af his rising power, dts*- 
patched Uk Eari of Pembroke willi a strong 
fesce to oppose hkb. Yomg Edward marched 
out against Im enemies, whom he BKt in a plain 
near MetianCT^s Cross, where a desperate and 
bloody battle was fought. On the morning pre- 
ceding ^e engagement lliere appeared, to the 

Earl 
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figrl «Bd Ills fiends, a meteor in the heavens, 
resembling the jnnctifm of tiuree suns ; — 

**T1il«t i^oot tnna. Mch one a MsiBet auj 
Not septtftted with the racking cioodt. 
But aever*d in a pale clear ahining sky. 
— -Thef^oin, embrace, and seem to kiss. 
As if they vow'd some loig^ae inviolable : 
' Nov are they but one lamp, one light, one ma.** 

This phenomenon, favourably consideired as a 
supernatural indication of- success, helped to 
inspire courage and resolution in the ensuing 
struggle ; it was in consequence of this occur* 
fence, that the badge or device, borne by Ed- 
ward as Eaiiof March, was a sun in his fuQ 
brightness ; because the sun of honour and for- 
tune did indeed then begin to shine upon him, 
through clouds of blood and misery. The battle 
took place, according to Speed, on Candlemas 
Day, in the year 1461. Botii piurties continued 
the contest with a furious resolution, but in the 
end the Earl of March obtained a complete vic- 
tory, killing three thousand eight hundred* of 
his opponents. The poet Daniel describes the 
youthful Mortimer, as the hero of the day ; — 



" New it ypung Marche more than a Duke «i Y^^x, 
{For youth, love, grace and courage male Uni won 
All Wnich tor fortupe'i fimmr now do worke, • 



Who graces freshest actors evermore, 
Making the first attempt the chiefest ivo^e i 
Of any man's des^ns, tbatt strives therefore ; 
The after seMona are not.so well blest^ 
For tliose first spirites make the first actions best. 

Now like the liblan lion, when with paine 
The weary hunter had pucsu'd hia prnr 
Firom tockes to brakes, hem thickets to the phine. 
And at the poynt, tbereo« his hands to lay, 

Bud 
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lallawav: 

So comes young Bfarche their hopes to duippoiol 
Who now were growne so neere mto the pcynt. 

....^.^With a fhcmssnfl tongs swiflUwiug'd finae cobics» 

And teUs of Marche's nUant victories, 

Who, what withstanas, sohduet, all ovcreomei^ 

Making his wi^ thronni fiercest eiiemies, 

Am hanng now to cast in greater sommes 

The reck Jiing of his hopes, that mainely rlie ; 

Bis Ihther's death, gives more life unto wwtb. 

And this hst valour, greatest coorage hath. 

Attd now as for his last; his laboring worth 
Woiii^ on the coast which on fidrSeveme lies, 
Wliitiier, when YoAe set Ibrward for the north. 
Bee's sent to levie other fieah supplies: 
But hearing now what Wakefield had broQgfat fotth, 
Imploring ayde against these iujories, 
Obtainesfirani Oloster, Worster, Shrewsbary, 
Iniporiant powves to worite his remedy ; 

Which he against Pembroke, and QrmondbaidB, . 
Whom . Maigaret now upon her victory, 
With all speed possible from Wakefield sendes. 
With hope to have snrpriil'd him snddainly ; 
Wherein though she all meanes, all wit extends. 
To tift* -utmost reach of wary pollicie. 
Yet nothing her avayks, no plots sncceed 
T* avert fliose misduefe's which the heavensdecreed. 

For neere the X>osse christened by his owne name 
Ha crosst those migfaty forces of his foes, 
And with a nnrit, borne for etemall fiune, 
Tlieir «ger-ngfating armie oveithrowes." — 

Edward, having gained the Battle of Morti- 
mer's Cross, hastened from Ludlow on his 
march towards the Metropolis, where, upon his 
arrival, he was put in possession of the crown 
amidst the acclamations of the people, as- 
suming the title of Edward IV* on the fourth 
of March 1461, about the twentieth year of his 

age. 

King Edward always evinced a &vourable 
partiality towards the town of Ludlow, from 

whose 
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nrhose inhabitants he had recdved such power- 
ful assistance ; and in the first year of his ieign» 
granted the first Charter of Incorporation, .in 
the preamble to which he recites the motives 
for this mark of his royal favour, viz* 

*'In consideration of the praise-worthy and 
gratuitous services, whiph our well-beloved and 
faithful subjects, the Bui^^ses of the town of * 
Ludlow, have done in aid of recovering the 
right of the crown of England, with-held firom xm 
and our ancestors, and being therefore desirous 
for the bettering and relief of the town, &c« 
&c" Other important royal favours were also 
granted to Ludlow during this prince's reign, as 
stated by the Poet Churchyard : — 

**Kiiig Edpaid finnth, for terrke tswAv done, 
When Henry sixth and he had mortal warre t 
No sooner he, hv foioe the victoiie woue 
But with great things, the towne he did piefiuie. 
Gave lands thcareto^ and libertie Ml laige. 
Which royal gifts, his bountie did declare. 
And dayly doMi maintain the townes gmt ehuges 



Whose people now, In as great freedom are. 
As any omb, under this rule and erowne. 
That mcs and dwels, in citie or in towne.*** 



It also appears that Edward's munificence 
assisted in recovering Ludlow firom the fidlen 
and desolate state to which it had been reduced 
by adhering to his father's cause* Many parts 
of the town were rebuilt by the inhabitants, 
lai^e sums were . expended on the Castle, and 
in a few years after we find it become the prince- 
ly residence of his eldest son, who hel(} his 
court here, in great pomp and splendour. 
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' Ncillier was Edward attached to this part of 
the kingdon through the individual motive of 
aelf-iiitnrest ; he spent all the lebare time he 
eonld spare from the weighty occupations of 
his sitaation, in the Castles of Ludlow and 
Wigmore. Lady Anne Neville, daughter to the 
great Earl of Warwick, was his favourite: she 
kept her court in Mlgmore Castle, and all that 
vras gay and fashionahle in the adjacent parts 
of the country resorted thither to partake of the 
pleasures of the place. 

This may account as a reason why, on any 
emergency, Edward goierally resorted into these 
parts to raise assistance ; for the Lords March- 
ers, tied down to him hy repeated favours, ac- 
knowledged the same interests, and were ani- 
. mated by the same passions ; connected besides^ 
with their sovereign, by the incidents of tenure, 
formed by a tndn of mutual good offices and 
reciprocal attentions, they not only added to 
his magnificence in time of peace, but proved 
his greatest security in the trying seasons of 
hostility. 

Fatal, says one of our historians, for England, 
was the ascension of the House of York to the 
throne: if the reign of Henry YI. was bloody, 
that of Edward lY. was not less so ; the two- 
and'twenty years of his regal life, being, with 
few intermissions, one continued struggle against 

his 
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bis enemiesB, whose efforts were powerfiiUy ex- 
erted to wrest ftom him the crown to which he 
had rais^ himself. Aflter a reign stained witii 
blood and perplexed with difficulties, Edward 
died at the age of 42, with a presentiment of 
the evils which his &mily afterwards suffered^ 
His last dying words, which were urgent in ad- 
vising concord and unanimity, were addressed 
to those who were unwilling to promote peace 
by acts of justice and righteousness ; to a so- 
ciety of relatives who secretiy hated each other ; 
to a brother, who, under the seml>lance of 
smiles and friendship, was plotting murder and 
usurpation. HaU has given the character of 
this monarch in expressive language. *'Tbis 
Edward was a goodly man of personage, pf . 
stature hyghe, of countenance and beautee 
comely, of sight quiche, brode brested, and 
welle sette in every other parte confprmable ta 
his bodye, of a pregnant wytte, stomake stoute, 
and haulte courage, of perfect memori of such 
thinges as he conceived in his braine, diligent 
in his affaires and weighti business, in aventures 
bold and hardy, againe his adversaries fearce 
and terryble, to his frendes liberal and bounte- 
ous, having in all his warres most prosperaua 
and lucky successe, and eschewing all pleasure 
and sensualitee^ to the which he was by nature 
most prone, for the which cause and for the 

lowlines 
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loivlines and humanitie that was in hym ingen- 
dered by nature most plentifiiUy, he bare him- 
self honestly among private persons, otherwise 
then the degre or dignite of his majeste required.*' 

Under the superintendance of Lord Anthony 
Woodville Earl Rivers, brother to the Queen, the 
young Princes, Edward and his brother the 
Duke of York, had been resident in Ludlow 
Castle some time previous to their removal on 
the event oCtheir father^s death, and the former 
was proclaimed as Edward V. previous to their 
departure* 

Their wicked and ambitious uncle, whose 
thoughts were intent on their destruction, con- 
trived to separate the Princes from their tutor 
and his associates before they arrived in Lon- 
don; for without any reasonable pretence he 
arrested wbile on their journey, the Earl Rivers, 
Lord Gray, Sir Thomas Vaughan, and Sir 
Richard Hawt, who were all soon after behead- 
ed at Pomfret. 

The investment of Ihe in&nt Prince with the 
title of King, was a cruel mockery, for in about 
two months after leaving their peaoeful asylum 
of Ludlow, the royal brothers were murdered 
in the Tower. 

The usurper, Richard III, immediately after 
his coronation, sent one James Tyrrel to the 
go\)pmor of the Tower, with an order signed by 

his 
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li« omi band to ddi«er to him the goTemment 
of that fi>rtr0Bs for the space of tweoty-four 
hours* and to give him the keys of aU the roomd; 
Tyrrel being thereby master of the Tower> tods 
away the lives of the two Princes, and caused 
them to be buried under a little step, where 
their bones were discovered in the reign of 
Charles IL by some labourers, who were dig- 
gii^ at the foot of the old sturs leading into the 
chapel of the white tower ; they were removed by 
the Ki9g*s order to Henry the Seventh's chapel* 
and decently interred there, (near two other 
royal children, Mary and Sophia, dliughters of 
James I. ) nnddr a monument of white marble 
with an inscription in latm, of which the fol- 
lowing is a translation ; — 

•'Herelk» iHththe hope of StlfBtktt, fbereiMHlMof ndinid 
V.King of Enfflaod^ftiidRichaidDake of Yoik. Richard 
their Uncle, the tnacfaesoiis lAufper of the Kngdoai, or- 
de<ed these hrothoB* shut up in the Tower <rf London, to 




fled, deeply buried in the mint of the stain which finmer- 
1 J led to the Chapel in the White Tower. One hundred 




ingtlieiri 

fonnnate Frincesi facing them amoiup the monaments vi 

their ancctton, A» D. 1068, in the SOth year of hit reign.** 

Extraordinary gratuities were bestowed on 
the murderers ; James Tyrrel was knighted and 
had given to him the stewardship of several 
Lordships in Wales and the Marches, for life ; 
with numerous other offices and emolument^. 

The 
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The other inferioi' i^entfl in this act of wieked' 
nam* were proportionally rewarded. But Divine 
Providence never suffers crime to go nnpunish- 
edy and often brings upon the wicked, even in 
this life, a foretaste of the chastisements they 
may most certainly look forward to in a life to 
come. The old Chronicles enlarge on the suIh 
ject of the judgments which befel.the perpetra- 
tors of this deed K^ darkness. Miles Forest, 
John Dightott, and Sir James Tyrrel, were the 
immediate agents ; of these, ' the first, ** by 
piecemeal miserably rotted away." DighUm 
fled to Calais where he lingered out the last 
dregs of a bad life, hated and despised; and 
there, " he died in great misery." Tyrrel was, 
on the accession of Henry VII. arraigned, 
and after a full confession, beheaded on Tower 
Hill, and King Richard himself, ''after this 
abhominable dede dooen never was quiet in his 
minde, he never thought hymself sure where he 
went abrode, his eyen wherled about, his hand 
ever on his dagger : he toke evill rest on nightes, 
lay long wakyng and musyng, forweried with 
care and watche, rather slombred then slept, 
troubled with fearfiiU dreames, sodeinly some 
tyme sterte up, leapt out of his bed and looked 
aboute the chambres ; so was ' his restlesse 
hearte contynually tossed and toumbled with 
the tedious impression and stormy remem* 

braunce 
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braunce of his abhominable murther and exe- 
crable tyfannie. He was slain in the feeMe 
hacked and hewed of bis enemies handes, har- 
ied on a horsbacke naked; beyng ded, his 
heare in dyspite tome and tugged like a carre 
dogge." 

Few will doubt the truth of this account of 
the tyrant's inward feelings : and it is abo per- 
fectly natural to suppose even the hired agents 
of murder to be not unfrequently troubled with 
compunctious misgivings: Shakespeare intro- 
duces Tyrrel saying in soliloquy , — 

** Hie tynumoofl and bloody aetlsdone; 
The moet arch deed of piteous maancre 



That ever yet this lanowas cuilty of: 

DigfatoQ and Forest, wfaonn I did suborn 

To do this piece of rathful butchery, 

Albeit tbi^ were flesht viUains, bloody dog^ 

Melted with tenderness, and mild compassion, 

Wqpt like two children, in their death's tad stwy: 

O thus, quoth Digfaton, lay the gentle babes, 

Thus, thosj qootfiForast, girdUng one another 

l^thin their alabaster innocent arms : 

Their Uns were fonr red roses on a ataUt, 

And in their summer beauty kissed each other. 

A book of prayers on their pillow layj. 

Which once, quoth Forest, almost changed my mind: 

BntohtheDevil ^tfaere the TillBin stopt : 

When Digfaton thus told on, we sn&otliered 
Hie most icpleniahed sweet woik of jiatnve, . 
That from the prime creation e'er Ae framed. 
Hence both are gone,, with conicienee and remoiM 
They conld not speak, and so 1 left them both. 
To bear thoM tidings to the bloody king.'* 

The agents of others iniquity may try to console 
themselves by attributing a larger share of crim- 
inality to those by whom they have been hired, 
and by this weak mode of arguing quiet their 
own consciences ; but the instigator and author 

of 
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of crime can find bo excuse to mitigate remorser 
hence the ceaseless struggles in the mind of 
Richard, in peace, b retirement, and in hia 
dreams ; even in the turbulence of warfare 

<*the UttleMmlflofBdwaid'tchUdicn** 

seem to fight against him, and he exclaims in 
bitter anguish, 

**0 cowud coMcieiice ! liow dortthon afflict me! 
lahalldespair; there ii no creature loves me; 
Aiidifldie, no foul ihall pity me.** 

Richard enjoyed the fruits of his villany only 
about two years ; he was slain at the battle of 
Bosworth Field. At his death the Civil Wars 
of England, arising out of the contested claims 
of the York and Lancaster families, were finally 
closed : for the Duke of Richmond on his eleva- 
tion to the throne, married Elizabeth, the eldest 
daughter of Edward IV. and the true Heiress of 
the House of York. By this marriage of policy, 
the interests of the two Houses became perma- 
nently united. 

The period now approached when Ludlow 
Castle was once more to recover its pristine 
pomp and magnificence. 

Cadwaladyr, the last of the british Kings, 
bad foretold that his race should in a future age 
regain the sovereignty ; and Henry VU. tracing 
his descent from tihiat Prince, did not fail to re- 
vive the recollection of this famous prophecy, 
by which means the popular voice was effectu- 
ally 
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ally secured in his favour, the current bdief 
being that he was predestinated to the high 
station he had attained* This prejudice was 
not a little strengthened by the more re«ent re- 
port of the dying words of Henry VI« which* it 
was asserted^ expressed a presentim^it of the 
revival of his name in the person of a more for- 
tunate successor. 

To these circumstances operating in Henry 
Tudor a favour we may also add, that he sue- 
ceededy not to a king respected and loved, but 
to a cruel and hateful tyrant. In the year 1501 
Prince Arthur, king Henry's eldest son, was 
married at the age of fifteen, to the Princesa 
Callierine of Arragon, who was in the eighteenth 
year of her age. The marriage ceremony of this 
juvenile couple was celebrated with magnifi- 
cence and parade, after which the Prince held 
a splendid court at Ludlow Castle, his form^ 
and future residence. An account of this mwc* 
riage by Master Edward Hall, affords a ciiri- 
ous specimen of the manners and language of 
those times. ''I passe over'' ( says this author) 
*^the wise devises, the prudent speeches, the 
eostlie workes, tiie cunning portratures, prac- 
tised and set forth in seven goodlie beautifnll 
pageants, erected and set forth in divers pla- 
ces of the citie. I leave also the goodlie bal- 
lades, the sweet harmonies, the musical instru- 
ments. 
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f 

ments, which sounded with heavenly noise on 
every side of the streets. I omit further, the 
costiie appairely both of goldsmith's worke and 
emlbroiderie, the rich jewels, the massie chaines, 
the striving horses, the beautiftiU barbs, and 
the glittering trappers, both with bells and 
spangles of gold. I pretermit also the rich ap- 
parrel of the Princess, the strange fashion of the 
Spanish nation, the beautie of the yoong damo- 
sels, the amorous countenance of the lustie 
bachelers. I passe over also the fine ingrained 
clothes, the costiie fiirs of the citizens, standing 
on scaffolds, raised from Grace-Church to 
Paules. What should I speake of the odori- 
ferous scarlets, the pleasant furs, the massie 
chaines, which the Maior of London, sitting on 
horsebacke, at the little conduit at Cheape, 
ware on their bodies, and about their necks ? 
I will not speake of the rich arras, the costiie 
tapestrie, the fine clothes, both of gold and 
silver, the curious velvets, the beautifiill sat- 
tens, nor the pleasaunt silkes, which did hang 
in every street where she passed; the wine that 
ran continuaUie out of the conduits, and the 
gravelling of the streets needeth piot to be 
remembered.*' 

The Princess came riding from Lambeth, Fri- 
day November 12th, through the borough of 
Southwark to London Bridge ; where she was 

received 



PRINCB ARTHUR. 63 

Kiceived with a costly pageant of St. Catheme, 
St. Ursula and a train of Virgins. In her pro- 
gress through the city other pageants were dis« 
played y and the conduit in Cheap ran Oascoin 
wine. The marriage ceremony, on Sunday the 
14th of Novemher, was performed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, assisted by nineteen 
bishops. The Prince and his Bride were array- 
ed in white satin ; and the splendour and mag- 
nificence of the nobility and courtiers, vieing 
with each other on this joyous occasion, was 
beyond all example. Chains of gold were worn 
of the value of £1000 to £1400, and the rich 
needlework, tissue and fiir dresses were some 
of them valued at £1500 and upwards^ Jousts 
and tournaments were exhibited for several 
days, with sumptuous banquets, disguisings 
and interludes; and the celebrity concluded 
with a numerous creation of Knights of the 
. Bath, and of the Sword . 

From these scenes of gaiety and spectacles of 
triumph the Prince hastened again to his pro- 
vince in the Marches ; but he did not live to ve- 
rify the hopes and expectations, which as well 
the nation in general, as those near his person, 
had largely entertained from the contemplation 
of his early virtues. He died universally regret- 
teAp in Ludlow Castle, the second of April, 
1502. The funeral was conducted with much 

mournful 
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mournful pomp ; and the Bishop of Lincoln, 
President of the Prince's court, bore a principal 
part in the sacred oflices attending it. The 
corpse was inveloped in cerements, and lay .in 
state in the Castle, during the space of three 
weeks. Then on St. George's day in the after- 
noon, it was removed in solemn procession to 
the Church of St. Lawrence. The Earl of 
Surrey, as principal mourner, followed near to 
the corpse ; and after him a large train of no- 
blemen and others ; among whom were many of 
the principal citizens of Chester, who had coma 
thus far to attend the obsequies of their beloved 
Prince. His banner was borne before the corpse 
by Sir GriflSths ap Rice, who was preceded 
by bishops, abbots, and others^ When the 
corpse was conveyed into the choir, the dirge 
begfm ; and the Bbhops of Lincoln, Salisbury, 
and Chester, read the three lessons. On the 
morrow the Bbhop of Lincoln sung the mass of 
requiem. Doctor Edenham, almoner and con- 
fessor to the Prince,, "said a noble sermon, 
and took to his antyteme. Blessed are the dead, 
who die in the Lord." 

On St. Mark's day the procession moved 
from Ludlow to Bewdley; and (observes the 
narrator) ^'itwasthe foulest cold windye and 
'rainey daye, and the worst waye, that I have 
seen.'' The corpse was placed in the choir of 

the 
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the chapd ; and dirge and mass of requiem 
were pofonned; and erery church where it 
tested was decorated with escutcheons. When 
diey came to Worcester, the order of Friars 
censed the corpse at the town^s end ; and at the 
city gate the bailiffs and corporation met ihem. 
At the entrance of the churchyard, the Bishop 
of Worcester having now joined the train, the 
four bishops in rich copes censed the corpse ; 
which was then borne under a canopy through 
the choir to a hearse illuminated with eighteen 
lights, a|id sumptuously garnished with arms. 
At dirge wfere nine lessons, after the custom of 
that church. The first five were read by ab- 
bots ; the sixth by the prior of Worcester ; the 
rest by the bishops, the Bishop of Lincoln read-* 
ing the mnth. That night there was a goodly 
watch of Lords, and Knights, and many others. 
In the morning at eighty the sacred rites were 
resumed ; when the third mass of requiem, was 
sung by the Bishop of Lincoln. Customary of- 
ferings were made at the mass ; *'but to have 
seen the weepinge when the offeringe was done, 
he had a hard heart that wept not." The ser- 
mon, *<by a noble doctor" followed. After this 
all the prelates censed the corpse; and then, 
^* with weeping and sore lamentation it was laid 
in the grave,** at the south end of the high ai- 
tat^ where wore all the divine services* The 

orisons 



ovwoM wwe isud by Ibe-Bkhop <tf I4iiooln> abo 
sore weeing. He sel Ae cr^sse «wr tiiiK tdiei^ 
and cast holye water and earth tkerewi." Hue 
comptroller of the Princess household^ his^stew*- 
ard, and others brake thek staves of officii, and 
cast them into the graye. And thus concludes 
our author, *'God have.mercye on gootfl Prince 
Arthur's soule." 

Of this Prince, both contemporary and sub* 
sequent writers speak in terms of the wannest 
applause and admiration. His parts, his kam- 
ing and accomplishments, far surpassed what 
could be expected from his youth, his rank, 
and the age in which he lived. But He,, who 
from the conflict of human passions often pro- 
duces, great and unexpected good, had pur- 
poses to accomplish by the turbulence and im- 
petuosity of Henry, the younger brother, which 
the mild virtues and suavity of Arthur would 
never have attempted. 

Upon the Prince's death all kis titles and 
powers reverted to the crown; but Bishop 
Smyth contmued President of the council, as 
well after, as before the Duke of York was cre- 
ated Prince of Wales; and held the office till 
his death. . In one of tiie state apartments of 
the Castle the Arms of Prince Arthur were * 'ex- 
cellently wrought'' in a superb escutcheon of 
stone ; and there was an empalement of St. An- 
drew's 
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dflifr*» cffoiSy Witii Prince Aitbvi^s Atms fMkinted 
ia one of the wibdows Af tlit hall. His aifma^ 
imo red Ikme aad t#o goldeii lioiM^ were iils^ in 
aoflfther nh wabery with the ams Kfi north Wfde»# 
and south Walee^ Alid in the chafyel^ whieh 
wan Mmeat tnei aad eostly/' the mns df 
Siajih oacl othel^ Lord« Pr^tndefitH Were gallant-* 
ly had duntkiD^^y eet out.'' 

Tluni|;h Catherine had be^ pabUely married 
to Arthur, yet during the few months of their 
union, the Prince's premature age and interve- 
ning sickness, ending in his death, had hindered 
actiial consummation ; and the Princess on her 
Carriage with King llenryVllL about six years 
afterwards, not only publicly updn oath declared 
this to be true, but offered herself to be ex- 
amined by a committee of matrons. 

It was ibei'efore under a presuikiption that 
die widcii^ of his brother was ottily such in naiAe, 
and not indeed, that Henry was persuaded to 
make this beautiful attd Tirtaous PriAeess his 
Queeut 

It is not credible, nor will any rational per- 
son bdieye, that after having lived with bis 
amidible j^ofiSort for intore than twenty years this 
libidifkoM itkonai^ch Was induced to seek a di- 
votee^ froto scrujpktf of conscience j that he 
sbotild tfo l&ttt b^hi to doubt the truth of what 
he at fim Jtevet ptesuAied to question. Bot 
£ it 
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it has been handed down as a matter of andoubt- 
ed hbtorical &ct that Henry having became 
violently in love with Anne Bidlen» sought some 
plausible pretext fiv gaining possession of thb 
new object of his lustful wishes. The imme- 
diate consequence was the deposition of the 
Queen» and the exaltation of Anne, her rival, 
to the dangerous station from which she also . 
fell, learning too late, how much better it is 

■"To be loirW bom. 
And lange with humble liTcn in content; 
Than to be peik'd np in a s|itt*riiis Ci"^ 
And wear a golden sorrow. 

Catherine was deposed but not degraded, for 
true greatness, joined to virtuous resolution, 
defies all earthly power, and though depressed 
cannot be destroyed. Arraigned before the 
high consistorial court from which she was to 
receive the premeditated sentence, the mockery 
of justice, this injured Queen, kneeling at the 
feet of the King, spoke as f^Uows, — 

''Sir, I desire yon to take some pitty upon roee and doe mee 
justice and right: I am apooie wemaii, astranger boms oat of 
your dominlonB, haring hoe no indifferent councdl, and km as- 
soianceof fnendship. Alasse, wherein have I ofMed, or what 
cause of displeasare hare I given that you intend thus to pot mee 
awayt I tue God to my Judge, I bate been to yea a true and 
bumble wife, ever confonnibk to your will and pleasure, never- 
gaine-eayin^ any thinr wherein you tooke deliglit, without eH 
gmdge or discontented countenance; I have loved all them that 
foved you, howsoever their aSectioM have been to mee-waid; 1 
have borne you children, and been your wife now this twenty 



yeants; of my virginitie ami marriage-bed, I make God aadvour 
owne conscience the judge, and if it otherwavs be j^oved, f am 
content lo be put finm yon wtth ibame. The King your finlker in 
bis time for wisdome was known to be a second Bolonoo, and 
Ftrdinandoof Spaine my Fitther, aooountcd the wistst of their 
Kings; could they in this match be so ferre over seen* or are there 
now wiser and aum kanwd men, ffamattbettimeirere? sarely. 

It 
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It aeetteAi woadetfuA to mee that my mnriage after twenty youm 
.^ akouli be tbua called in queetion with new invention agaiaat men 
who never intended but honesty. Alaaw, Sir, I see I am wronged, 
having no conncell to ipcake lor mee^ bat soch as are yo«r anb- 
Jects, and cannot be indifferent on my part, llierefore I moat 
auaably beseech yon, even in charity to stay this^owae, nuUlI 
may have advice and conncell from Spaine ; if not your gmcioQa 
fiksasiire be dona.'* 

Having deHveied this short address, the Queen 
** making lowly obeysance to the Sang,*' de- 
parted quickly oat of court, which being per- 
cdved, she was again, by the cryer, called upon 
by the name of Queen Catherine, but she dis- 
daining to answer, said to her attendant, ''on, 
on, this is no court for me to expect an equitable 
judgment from ; therefore go forward.'' 

This pathetic harangue, which was rendered 
still more interesting by the dignified deport- 
ment of the Queen, and by a consideration (^ 
her misfortunes, seemed in some degpree to 
affect even the hearts of her enemies ; the court 
was prorogued, and finally, a transf^ of the 
cause was made to the See of Rome. In the 
mean time the unfortunate Catherine, perceiving 
all further opposition to be vain, retired to 
AmpAill near Dunstable, and died soon after at 
Kimb<4ton. . The weight of her misfortunes 
lay heavy on her mind, and probably helped 
to shorten her days. If she charitably forgave 
her enemies, yet she did not cease to feel the 
injuries she had to suffer. Her false friends 
and hollow counsellors, who advised an uncon- 
ditional 
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dUional ftubaiimoii to tbe wiU of her imperkms 
huflbandi she addressed in kaguage suitabk to 
he? high character and the biuseiiess of those to 
whom it was directed. — 

«! am about to weep » but tbrnking tfaat 
We are ft queen, or nmg: btve dtteta'd to ; ceffsuv 
The dancrlitev of a Kiug; my lirofM, of team 
ril fan to sparks of fire. 

Holy men I tHoDgtrt ye» 



Vpon my sonl tiro tev^rend Oaraiual virtmes ; 

Bui: CaidinalaM^ ami hollow bettte» I fmry«» 
"MtuA *em fbr flhame, my Lordfc, is this your comfortT 
The coidiil that ye bri»f a wielehe4 lai!^? 
A woman lost among ye, laughed at, scorned t 

I » .1  wi ■« ... Wo spoA yOj^ 

And alt such false professors; wouM you haye me 
(If you haiffe any justict. vug raty, 
If-ye be any thing but Churchmen's habits) 
Put my canae into Im hands tbii batec net 
Have I lived thus long (let me speak myself. 
Since virtoe fbads oAmea*) a wife, a tniBdact 
A woman (I da^ say mtbout vain g^ory ;) 



Kever yet OBMBd widi sMlciea » 

Have I, with all my full aflections . ^ 

HtittmettfeBiQiiigl loved bim next to ta«iMi«d)eydllliitr 

Been out of fondness superstitious to him : 

Atmost foraot my pMyeis to oHitent Ma f 

And am I thus rewarded? 'tis not well. Lords, 

Bly Lohii, I dam not make mysiAf •» guflty. 

To give up willingly that noble title 

Yo«f* master wed me to : nothing bot death 

Shall e'er divorce my dignitieOk 

Heaven is abevetdl yet; there sits A Jftldge, 

That no King can conapt*" 

With aU the dignity that belonged t» her high. 
statioD, the atlrilmtiea of sttong; jfteHag and fkan^^ 
Besi^sattoii were pexkdiy eongettialy and H sense 
<tf ^htt bcdsAged io hmelf as a virtuous and. 
exalted ohsoraeter renabed whk bee to Ibt 
hust.-*- 

*fA]i»l lamn-weman^ frit mH tis, 1iopriM#; 



Shipwrecked upon a klngdomt where's no pity, 
Votendti no bopef asHiiudred wee^fer we! 
Aimoet, Dograveallow'dmet ^k« toe lily 



That 
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apt once was tpistrev of the fidd and flourMb'd* 
-iMflgny iMitd mmI perish. 

* When rm dead; goodwod). 

Let me be ns'd with honour ; atrew me over 
; With Quriden ioiv'ji, that all the world may loow 
1 was a chaste wife to my g'rave: embalm me, 
Then lay m£ forth ; although nO'Ueeird, }«t like 
A dneen, and daughter to a King, inter me, * 

The following letter written by Catherine in 
her last moments is decisive evidence of her 
tme character : it breathes a spirit of christian 
resignation ; with a wish to forget injuries ; ac- 
companied by that generosity which only belongs 
to virtuous and amiable minds. 

-My most dear Lord, Khig, and Husband. 

Tilt hoqr of my death now approaehing, I cannot ckote, Imt 
out 9f the love 1 bear you, advise you of your soul's heal|h» which 
yen Mght topnAr befue all coosklemtiou «if the world or flesh 
whatsoever. For which yet you have cast ma into many calamitieii 
' UHt younBlf teto many tioublee. But f forgive tou an ; and pimy 
God todosolil^ewise. For the rest I commeiia unto yvu Mary 
onr d^aghter, beseeching yon to be a good F^er to her, tm I have 
heretofore desired. I must entteat ^ou also, to respect my maids, 
and give them in marriage, which is not much, €hey being but 
three, and to all my other servantf , a year's pay betides their due, . 
leat otherwise they shoold be unprovided ibr : lastly, I make thle 
vew, that my t:yea desire you above eU tlBoga, ^ 

F^well.*' 

From the time of Edws^ lY . th«r€f grajually 
arose in the Castle of Lvdlow, a kind of nation^ 
al eatablishment under the pame. of, **Th6 
Gounoiliii the MarclMs of Wales/' Henry VII. 
adopted the same policy as his father- m law 
Imd dme, aad Prince Arthur's rettdeoee till hia 
dcAlh, was for the sane |Mirpose &« had been 
that of Edhnurd V. and the Duke of York) to 
give authority and inpoitance to thiainstilvtioii : 
and daring two eeqturies, tkk plaee jnsti'- 
icd Ha aneknt deaonMaaliott of *^9. Mat for 

th« 
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the administration of justice to the 
people/' 

The authority of the Lords Marchers, which 
remained undiminished for ages, and which 
yruB absolute within the limits of thdr ves* 
pective districts, had b^n from an early pe-* 
riod viewed with a jealous eye by the en- 
glish Monarchs. Henry III. soon after the 
suppre8i3ion of an insurrection headed by Jcba 
Earl of Chester, and Richard Earl of Pembroke, 
principal Lords Marchers, resolved upon the 
conquest of Wales by his own proper foreies. 
The Earl of Chester dying sopn after, without 
male issue, the King resumed, by composition 
made with the EarFs four sisters and heirs, that 
great county Palatine of Chester, granted by 
the norman Conqueror to the first Earl, his 
kinsman, and with it the greater part of the 
cpnnty of Flint, which the Eark of Chester, as 
Lorda Marchers, had won from the Welch, to. 
npake way thereby for his entrance into Wales, 
to prosecute his intended conquest with greater 
facUity. 

This earldom and county of FUnt, the King 
conferred on his son Edward, who succeeded 
him, first of that name. King of England. He 
reduced Flint into a county by the statute of 
Wales, and annexed its possessions and go-, 
venunent to the earldom of Chester. From 

which 
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lAioli lame Uus earldoBi and cously liftT« been 
granted to Princes of Wales,^ to hold under 
the ciown. 

The Lords Marchers retained, however^ their 
poaicssimis exempted from the jurisdietion of the 
Prince, and eontiniied the exercise of legal pow- 
er without limitation or controul, even after the 
conquest of Wales; and when King Edward 
piesnmed to question by quo watrmUo the 
teants and Uberties of tiie Lords Marchers, 
Eari Warren, who was one of the principal of 
them/ drawing his swofd, answered '*by this 
warrint my ancestors won their lands, and by 
this I do, and will hold mine;" which answer, 
all the Barons seconding, the enquiry ceased. 
Probably the peculiar circumstances of the times, 
and the great wars and troubles, foreign and 
domestic in which the King was engaged, ftiade 
it prudent to submit to this inscSent menace* 
In succeeding ages, the jurisdiction of these 
petty Princes gaining strength and importance, 
1^ degrees degenerated into a system of conti- 
nual warfare between the Welch and Englisb, 
with no other remedy than by reprisal. 

Henry YIL bom in Wales, and educated 
latere under his uncle Jasper, Duke of Bedford 
and Eari of Pembroke, always manifested a fa- 
vourable disposition tbwa^s, and endeavoured 
to promote the interest of, his native cOuntiry. 

With 
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Wiib tbi# iriew beiiU«in|it«t b^ diigieiEA to hrimg 
i\m Lord» Mft]rcb«r» under tim efoim, «im1 to 
firee the welch people from the oppnrMHw of 
ib« ^evtw 1»W9 of ti^nry IV* % {>iireliajse, 
tmniil^uw, and otb«rwi»3, be obt^iMid fleviml 
of these lordsbipii ; and by tbe ftttaimder af Sir 
WUliam Stanley, there deYolved to him the e%n 
lenMve posBetsions of Bropufield in Yftlr» oad 
Chirkland in north Waks, being a pruMtpa} 
part of the poMessiop^ of the Marob^s Ihcie. 
Tbete^ no interceasionfi cpnld ev^r afteiwi^arda 
per»uade him to reltnquiah. 

On the daadi of tbi^ King, hia son, Hawy 
YUl* eowpleted bi» father's uadertafcijig, caus- 
ing ino»t of the property of the Lords Marobera 
to eoma to the crown» and tba yfhci^ of the 
Principality of Wales to be incorporated and 
linitod to the reabn of England. By the law of 
the union and ordinance of Wales, that oonMtry 
was made to partake of all the libartiss aad piit 
vileges of England, the jurisdiotion of the Ltaeria 
Marobers destroyed, and their baronies reduced 
Vito, or united to counties. 

This last remnant of our old feudal tycaaiiy, 

is admirably oharaoterised, and its effe^ ta des- 

eiibed, in the foUowing extract from one of tho 

eloquent apeeobes of the oelebrated Kdinand 

Surk«< 

*' Thin ciMinlry (W9I0S) was aaid to be esd"' 

ced 



F 



^ hy Henry HI- : ii i»aa Mi4 mor« tmlib. to 
be 9P by i4w»r<l Ir Bnt, tbo^f )i tbtn floor 
^M^vedt H wa0 not Ipokad upo9 m n/Ky piirt of 
lliQ iDeab) of l^gt^nd. Its old conitUntioii^ 
wlifilevff tbut might bftv^ lH3eii» wm dtfiboycd ; 
9v4 no good one whp substilttted io k* ylaoe. 
The eaie <^ that tract was put into lb« fa»«dii 
^ L^ikU Mareb^9,-^ a fona of GovemnMiit of 
% very aingvlar kind ; a strange bf t^po^tneoiin 
nonster^ sonmtbing between hostility nnd go-* 
yernment : perbnps it has n sort of ressmbltnoe,; 
^coprding to the modes of those tiines» to thnti 
of oonunander in ehief nt poesent, to whom idl 
civil power is granted ns secoodery. 

The manners of the welch nation followed the 
gf nius of the goveramentfl The people weve fe- 
looions, restive, savage and nnenltivajled i somen 
times oiMip<>sed, neve? paoitied* Walen, wilb« 
in itself, wfta in perpetaai disorder ; asid it kept 
ik^ ftpntie? of £iigland in fwrpelnal alanpu' 
9e9efi* ff<m it to the vlate, there was mme* 
Waba wae only known to lBngland» by inovmion 
and ipvafi0n' 

V^mg ii»» 9^^ of tilings the engUsh Par*> 
liainfirt wa# not idle. They atlnnpted to si^ 
duf tba $tr«e spirit of the Welch by all sotta of 
rigproiis.lawst They prohibited by statute tho 
sending of aU aorta of ems mto Wales. They 
diaanned then by statnte. They mado an act 

to 
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to dng offcndcn froqn Wales iMo Ea^uid fsr 
tiiid* By aaodier ad, wlicre<Nie<^liie pwtiMi 
was an Eagtidunaii, they mdaiaed thai hia trial 
shoald be always by Eaglish. Tbey made 
acts to Rstiaia tiadcy and pievoited the Wckk 
feooi tiie ase of lain and maikets. la short* 
when the statute book was aot qaite so mach 
swelled as it is bow, we fiad bo less ^aa fifteen 
acts of penal legnlation on the subject <^ Wales* 
Lrt U not be forgotten that Wales, all the wUe 
rid this kingdom like an tacnkw; that it was 
an uiqirofitable and oppressiTe burthen; and 
that, an Englishman trayelling in that coantry, 
coidd not go six yards from the high road with- 
out beiag murdered. 

The march of the human mind is slow. It 
was not, until afiitf two hundred years, disco- 
▼ered, that by an eternal law. Providence has 
decreed vexation to violence, and poveijy to 
rapine. Our ancestors did however at length 
open their eyes to the ill husbandry of injustice, 
'niey found that the tyranny of a free people 
could of all tyrannies Uie least be endured ; and 
that laws made against a whole nation were 
not the most effectual mettiodt for aaeuring its 
obedience. Accordingly, ia the twenty seventh 
year of Henry VIII. the fgonrae was entiiefy al- 
tered. With a preamble itallag ttie entire aad 
perfect right of the crown of fingUund it gave the 

Welch 
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Wdch aU the rights and privileges of eilgUsh 
subjects. A pcditical' order iMras cstabtished'; 
the military power gave way to the ciril; the 
Marches were turned into counties. Bat tiiat a 
nation should have a right to english fifoerti<S»9 
and yet no share at aU in the fundamental se** 
oarity of those liberties^ the granting of their 
own property, seemed a thing so inconghious, 
that eight years after, that is, in tiie thirty fiftii df 
that reign, a complete and not ill-proportioned 
representation by counties and boroughs was 
bestowed upon Wales, by act of Pariiament. 
From that mcnuent as by a charm, the tnmuHs 
subsided ; obedience was restored ; peace, 
order and civilization followed in the tndn of 
liberty. When the day-star of the engfish con- 
stitation had arisen in their hearts all was har- 
mony within and without.^'— 



'*i3iMilallMmitlf 



Stdla ref olsit, 
Deflmit nxift agitalua liillMr ; 
Concidiuit Tmti, fagiiuiti]iie unb^ : 
. Et minix (ijuod lic TolMre) pouto 
Unda KcvmbiC' 

Hor. Lib. 1. Od. 12. 

At the period of the union of the Principality 
with England, a more complete and effective 
Court of Justice for Walies was establisbed on 
the ruins of the former Council or Court, and 
this latter oidy is recognised as the ''Court for the 
Government of Wales.** It was established tn 
the year 1509, and consisted of a Lord President, 

as 



9» mmy connsdlor^ an fth« Priiice fil^Ased ^ « 
secreUi7« ^n aUomey, a solicitor, apd four 
jiMtici9» fpt tbe Priocipality of WaUes. 

Two A^urU, one for liie oortbcmr SJid the 
otbirr for tlie «outl)cni M^urches, were formerly 
establicbed ia England, similar in form tboigh 
i»ot ptrfisps equal 19 impo^ta^ce. Of these, 
the learned Sir Tb^Mpas Smith, Secretary to 
Queen EU^ahetb, gives the fpUowing account, 

''King Henry the eight, ordained first n. Pre^ 
videot, connsailours and judges, one for the 
Inarches of Wales^i at Ludlow, or elsewhere: 
another for the north parts of England, nl 
Yorkei where bee mauy causes determined* 
These two are as hce Parliaments in France* 
But if there bee any matters of gr<eat conse- 
quence, the partie may move at the. first» or 
remove it afterwards to Westminster HaU, nnd 
to the ordinary judges of the realme, or to the 
Chancellour, as the ' matter is. These two 
Courts doe heare matters before them part after 
the common Law of England, and part aft:er 
the fashion of the Chaocerie," And Bichard 
Bsu^ter, who lived here nbout the yesjc IQSO^. 
9» servitor to the chaplain of the Councilf ob^ 
serves on this establishment as follows, ''The 
House*' says he, "wns {reat, there being four 
judges, the king's attorney, the secretary, tbo 
clerk of the fines, with all their servants, and 

aU 



afl tiie Lottl PfcuideAtV sertant^, «id ttifttiy 
mofc? and th« Torwn "v^ftd ftitttrf fttapteilOttS,^ 
llmwgh Ih^ miiltiliide «f p«fcfrsNWts, contt^llofft, 
kttormdfe, 'officer^ attd cleirksr, and luflcli givell 
to tippliifgatrfexces*/' Frtrtii tltewft fenrttf ks we 
may fbtm "a tollable idea ofiht gtetci tVBoft ^ 
strangers to this place, as well a» of tli^mwrf 
ftaWts of ttte people, when the Tdvm ftornhhed 
itt the Keight crif its prosperity, supported by 
the splendour of its court. 

fn attemptmg to arrangte a cwwettcd natira- 
tlv6 of such particulatB a* are to he fonnA iti 
genera! And local histories, relative to Ludlow 
and hs vicinity, sonte important, and it is hop- 
ed iwyt uninteresting accounts have been collect- 
ed. Great and celebrated characters have in a 
isfuccesslon of ages, dignified the princeTy totcers 
cf Lndlow tvith their presence ; and from its 
vicinity has arose the most consMcrabfe branch 
•of the royal family of Planta^cnet ; which fbttily , 
with occasional intermissions, flourished in 
regal greatness, though often stained with the 
blood of its own children, during the space of 
330 years. History is the great teacher of wis- 
dom to mankind '^ and its lessons are deduced 
alike from the crimes and the virtues of those 
who are raised to stations of high responsibility. 
The families of kings are more generally distin- 
guished by the former, and by a succession of 

misfortunes 
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misfortoBes which strongly excite pity : this is 
peculiaily the character of the line of Plantage- 
net. The seventh and eighth Henry's, conscious 
of the just claims of this rival house, pursued 
the unfortunate relatives of the &mily till the 
name became extinct. The last male was 
Edward Earl of Warwick, a child of most unhap- 
py fortune, nursed in a prison from his cradle, and 
unjustly put to death by Henry VIII. ; and the 
last of the name was the sister of this unfortunate 
nobleman, a lady not more distinguished by her 
high birth, than by her piety and virtue. Not 
quietly submitting to her unjust and infamous 
sentaice, but .'Struggling with the executioner, 
she was forcibly dragged to the block, by the 
hands of a ruffian entangled in her hoary locks, 
made venerable by nearly aghty years ; a spec- 
tacle of horror which must have raised com- 
passion in all hearts susceptible of noble and 
generous impressions. 



BRIEF 

OF THE 

PRESIDENTS op WALES, 

&C. &C. 



Anthony WoodviUe Lord Rivers was "Pre- 
I sident of the Prince of Wales' Council'' m the 

year 1473. He was brother to Elisabeth, Queen 
of Edward IV. and the most accomplished noble- 
man in the court of that monarch. To him was 
intrusted the education of his nephews, the two 
j young Princes. He married the daughter and 

heiress of Thomas Lord Scales (who was Sene- 
i schal of Normandy, and a valiant and active sol- 

dier in the French wars,) on whose death in 1400 
he was in his wife's right summoned to Parlia- 
ment as Lord Scales. That he was complete 
master of those high feats of chivalry so much 
in repute in those days, we may learn from the 
old chronicles. 

«* . -And in the moneth of Juny 

foUowynge, werecertayne actes and featys of 

warre 
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'warre dooae in Smythfelde, atwene sir Antony 
WjdenyO, called Lbtd Scltfys, vpon that one 
partye, and the Bastar^e of Burgoyne, chalen- 
gour oA that oile partye : of whteh^i the Lorde 
Scaly s wanne the honour : for the aayde -Bas- 
tarde was at the firste course rennynge, with 
sharpe sperys overthrown borso and- maiif 
whiche was by the rage of the horse of the sayde 
Bastarde, and not by vyolence of the stroke of 
his enemy, and by a pyke of iron, standynge 
vpon the fore parte of the tadyH of the Lorde 
Scalys, wherewith the horse beynge blynde of 
the fiastard*, was sti^kcm Into the flo«e thtyU 
lev, dhd payne thefof mounted so hygh^ tpati 
lUtt bAder feet, that he fyl bakwarde. Vpott 
€h6 ^eeonde day they toet th^re agayirt tpott 
fet«r, atrd fawght with th€!yve axes a fefW6 
strokes . But whan the Kyng saw6 fhat the Lord^ 
dealy;i hadde anatitage of the BastaMe, as the 
pdynte of his tace itt the tysoure of his cneniycid 
lielfii^t, aftd by fofce therof was lykely to have 
bom hym ovef , the Kyng in hast, cfyed tc^ 
stLChe ft^ tddde the rale of the felde, that f hey 
shulde d^parte theym : and for more sperf^r of 
<fte isaiue, (?adtc dot^iic a wardtt-er which h^ 
iheh hdfde in his faande : and so were they de- 
parted to the honour of the Lorde Scalys tat 
botJidftyed.** 1%J. CAton. a. d. M,iv,LXvii. 
He tran ti most valiaot soMief, and ccfttstAUtly 

employed 
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employed either i|i suppressing the tumults of 
those turbulent timesp or in discharging the duties 
of some of the principal offices qf state. Yet 
he found leisure to cultivate letters, and to be 
tbt author of works. which« though of little value 
now, made some noise at the time« These 
consisted chiefly of translations from the French, 
^e was the great patron and restcnrer of learnings 
and his lordship^ with his printer Caxton, were 
the first English authors who had the pleasure 
to see their works printed. There is a curious 
old engraving, belonging to a manuscript in the 
Archbishop's library at Lambeth, representing 
^Us noUeman attended by Caxton, presenting 
his boojt **The Dictes and Sayinges of Philoso-* 
phers," to Edward IV. if the *^Oame of Chess" 
was the first book printed by Caxton, this by; 
Lord. Scales was the third, see Ames* History 
of Printing, vol. 1. p. 30. 

He was b<Hm in the year 1442, treacher^ 
ously imprisoned by Richard HL in Ponte^ 
Iract Castle, and by that tyrant's order, be- 
headed on the 23rd. of June, . 1483, in the forty 
first year of his age. He ^Tote a poem during 
his imprisonment, which is preserved. 

In 147&, John Alcock^ L.L.D. and Bishop of 

flly, was President of the Council. He was 

bom at Beverley in Yorkshire, and educated at 

Cambridge. Was first made Dean of >yestmin« 

F ster^ 
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ster, and in 1471 consecrated Bishop of Roches- 
ter ; in 1476 was translated to the See of Worces- 
ter^ and in 1477 to that of Ely. He was a man of 
gpreat learning and piety and so highly esteemed 
by King Henry VH. that he appointed him 
Lord President of the Council of Wales, and 
afterwards Lord Chancellor of England. Al- 
cock founded a school at Kingston upon Hull, 
and built the spacious hall belonging to the 
episcopal palace of Ely. He was also the foun- 
der of Jesus College^ Cambridge. He died in 
1600. 

William Smyth, Bishop of Lincoln was made 
Justice of the Peace, for the counties of Salop, 
Hereford, Gloucester, and the Marches, on the 
20th March, 1492; he was President of the 
Council during the residence of Prince Arthur 
in the Castle ; and afterwards, till his death. He 
was succeeded by Geoffry Blythe, Bishop of 
Lichfield, and John Harman, Bishop of Exeter, 
who successively assumed the Presidency, which 
the latter occupied till the termination of the 
original institution. 

Sir Rowland Lee, Bishop of Lichfield, ap- 
pointed in 1534, was the first Lord President, of 
wh^t was properly denominated the " Court for 
the Government of Wales " and it was in his 
time that the complete division of Wales into 
counties, and the union of the two countries was 

effected. 
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effected. In the attainment: of this unpbrtant 
object the worthy Bishop was the most active 
agent chosen by King Henry YIII. Henry wa«i 
undoubtedly a very vicious character ; yet as 
bad qualities -are often united to great talents^^ 
we generally find him to have exercised much 
skill in the selection of his ministers and officers 
of state, and the appointment of this prelate to 
the Lord Presidency is an evident example. 
During his very active administration the intoier* 
able. abuses in the Marches had been, fully dis- 
closed, and those districts were com{^tttly clear- 
ed of the bands of robbers with which they had 
been infested. Sir Rowland was probably keep- 
ing his court at Shrewsbury when lie was stized 
with his last illness, and died at the house of his 
brother, the Dean of St. Chad's, in the college, 
January 4th, 1542. 

In 1543, Richard Sampson, Bishop of Lichr 
field, was President. Removed 1548. 

John Dudley, Earl of Warwick and Duke of 
Northumberland^ presided in 1548. Th|s noto- 
rious Duke was also Earl Marshal and Lord 
High Admiral, he was the son of Edmund Dudley, 
the detested associate of Empson ; both agents, 
tf not instigators of those tyrannical and oppres- 
sive acts, the recollection of which lay heavy on 
the conscience of the seventh Henry, on his death 
bed. The evil propensities of Dudley descended 

* to 
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to his offspring through leveral g^enemtions^ 
Among whom this " bold had man/* was not the 
least celd)rated. He possessed ability^ was 
courageous and enterprising ; but fraudulent^ un« 
just, and of unrelenting ambition. He had the 
address to prevail with Edward VI. to violate the 
order of succession, and settle the crown on his 
daughter-in-law, the Lady Jane Grey. Several 
historians speak of him as the greatest subject 
that ever was in England. . He was executed for 
rebellion, in the first year of Queen Mary. It 
has been ob;served, that he had eight sons, of 
whom none had any lawful issue. 

In 1549, Sir WiUiam Herbert, K. G. after- 
wards Earl of Pembroke, was President. This 
Peer, was the base-bom son of WiUiam Herbert, 
Earl of Pembroke. Made esquire of the body, to 
King Henry VIII. he found means of ingrati- 
ating himself with that monarch, obtaining se- 
veral offices in Wales, and enormous grants of 
abbey-lands in some of the southern counties. 
In 1554, the thirty seventh year of his age, he had 
the King's Ucence to retain thirty persons in his 
service, under his livery, badges, &c. the King's 
marriage with Catherine Parr, his wife's sister, 
increased his consequence; and Henry on his 
death bed appointed him one of his executors, and 
a member of the young King's Council. His ac- 
tivity in suppressbg ccwunotiont hi Wales, and 

in 



is Mme of tbe wMetit cMHtties of EdgliBiiy 
proevmd knu th^ office of miwter df the hmts^ i 
(he order of tke Gorter^ b irakaMe watddiip^ 
and tke Presidency of the CoBBcii for WmieSg 
w«e bcstolred on^him ai a Kewavd finr iBi)>or«> 
taDtsenrices against the OMish rebels, which he 
performed at the head of one thousand Wi^h- 
men. He next became conspicuons as a com* 
maader of forces in Picardy, and Qoveraor of 
Calais : and claimed as his reward, the titles of 
Baron Herbert and Earl of Pembroke^ extinct 
by faSure of legitunate heirs. 

The aspiiing Notthnmberland deemed it aa 
objeet of importaace to secore the support of b 
floblemaa who aow appeared at the head of 
three Jiiindred retainers ; and Whose authority 
in Wales and tlve sonthem counties of fiilgland, 
fermed aa aggregate of power not exceeded by 
the herediti^ iafluence of the mofiit powerful and 
aacient hooses. To engage hkn^ hi his iiftetest^ 
Nortiiumberlaiid procured a marriage betweefl 
Lord Herbert's son, afid tbe Lady Catherine 
Grey ; which was solemnised at the same time 
with that of Lord Guilford Dudley atid Lady 
Jane, CBtfaeriae's ddest sister. The sdfish am> 
bttion of JPembroke Was not to be arrested in iti 
progress by any ties of fneudshlp 0^ aHiMice: 
when his sagacity diaeotered thefaUirig fortitmeit 
of Ms BsaoeiM^s, h^ was therefiMPe quickly in^ 

duced 
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dueed to sacrifice otiiera to eiEect his oun ctcape; 
^r though he concuiied in the neasares of 
the privy council in behalf of Lady Janets title to 
the crown » it was by artifices of his own devis- 
ing that the proclamation of Mary took place 
with the sanclion of that body. By this act he 
secured the favour of the new Queen, whom he 
&rther propitiated by compelling his son to di- 
vorce the innocent and ill-&ted Lady Catherine. 
Mary confided to him the charge of suppressing 
Wyat's rebellion, and afterwards made him cap* 
tain-general beyond the seas ; in which capacity 
he commanded the English forces at the battle 
of St, Quintins. Elizabeth chose him of her pri* 
vy council on her accession, and afterwards, in 
conjunction with Northampton, Bedford, and 
Lord John Grey, appointed him to assist at the 
meetings of divines and men of leaxning, for 
the final settling of the religious establishment 
of the country 7 He was likewise made commis- 
sioner for administering the oath of supremacy. 
His death happened in the year 1570, in the sixty 
third year of hb age. 

Naunton, m his " Fragmenta Regalia,'* speak- 
ing of Paulet, Marquis of Winchester and Lord- 
treasurer; who, he says had then served four 
princes, *' in as various and changeable seasons 
that well I may say, neither time nor age hath 
yielded the like precedent,** thus proceeds; 

*' this 
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^'this BIBB being noted to grow high in her 
(Qneen Elisabeth's) fkvour, was questioned by 
an intimate iirtend, how he stood up for thirly 
years to^j^ether amidst. the changes and reigns of 
so many chancellors, and great personages. 
** Why," quoth the Marquis, ** Ortu$ $um es $0- 
lice, non ex qttereu.'* (By being a willow and not 
an oak.) *' And truly the old man hath taught 
them all, especially William Earl of Pembrdke ; 
for they two were ever of the King's religion^ and 
ever zealous professors." 

Among the means employed by Pembroke Cor 
preserving the Queen's favour, was that erf" paying 
his court to her minister Robert Dudley ; and 
Lord Herbert, whose first marriage had been 
contracted in compliance with the views of the 
father, now f<Hrmed a third in obedience to the 
wishes of the son.' The lady to whom he was 
thus united by motives in which inclination had 
probably no share on either side^ was the niece 
of Dudley, and sister to Sir Philip Sidney ; one 
of the most accomplished women of her age ; 
celebrated during her life, by the wits and poets 
whom she patronised, and preserved in the me- 
mory of posterity by the following epitaph firom 
the pen of Ben Jonson, which will not be forgot- 
ten whilst English poetry remains. 

"Underneath this marble bene 
Liet tlie vibject of all vene, 
Sidney's sister, Fembroke's meUMT} 
Dtefth, ere thou hast stain another 
Lnurii'd and fair, and g«od as she. 
Tine tbal) throw hit dart at thee/* 
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Nicholas Heath, Bishop of Worcester, occin- 
pied the Presidency in 1658, which heing again 
given to the Earl of Pembroke during a short 
period, devolved in 1555 to Gilbert Bonme, 
Bishop of Bath and WeUs. Heath and Bourne, 
ware two of the five catholics chosen by Queen 
Mary to succeed that number of reformed Bish- 
ops who were deposed on her accession. The 
next person mentioned as President, is Lord Wil- 
Kams of Tanif, who was succeeded in the begin- 
ning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, by Sir 
Henry Sidney, K. G. '' Sir Henry Sidney," 
(says Miss Aikin, in her interesting Memoirs of 
the Court of Efizabetb,) ** was one of the most 
iiprighf , as well as able of the ministers of Eli- 
sabHh: that he was the father of Sir Philip 
Sidney was the least of his praises : and it may 
be cited as one of the caprices of fame, that he 
should be remembered by his son, rather than 
his son by him. Those qualities which in Sir 
Philip could afford little but the promise of ac- 
tive virtues, were brought in Sir Henry to the 
test of actual performance ; and lasting monu- 
ments of his wisdom and hb goodness, remain in 
the institutions by which he softened the barba- 
rism of Wales, and appeased the more dangerous 
turbulence of Ireland by promoting its civiliza- 
tion." 

Sir Heniy was the son of Sir William Sidney, 
a gentleman of good parentage in Kent, whose 
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toother was of the family of Brandon and nearly 
related to the Duke of Suffolk of that name, the 
favourite and brother4n4aw of Henry VIII. Sir 
William in his youth had made one of a band of 
gentk^ien of figure, who, with their «OTereign*s 
approbation, travelled into Spain and other 
countries of Europe, to study the manners and 
customs of their respective courts. He likewise 
distinguished himself at the field of Flodden> 
The King stood godfether to his son Henry, 
born in 1629, and caused him to be educated 
with the Prince ot Wales, to whom Sir William 
was appointed tut<»r, chamberlain, and steward. 
The excellent qualities and agreeable talents of 
young Sidney, soon endeared him to Edward^ 
who made him his inseparable companion and 
often his bedfellow ; he kept him in dose atten- 
dance on his person during his longdecKne, and 
sealed his friendship by breathing his last in his 
arms. 

Ihiring the short reign of this lamented Prince, 
Sidney had received the honour oi knighthood ; 
end had been intrusted, at the eairly age of one 
and twenty, with an embassy to the French 
King; in which he acquitted himself so ably 
that he was soon afterwards sent in u diplo- 
matic character to Scodand. He had likewise 
formed connections wbkh had important in- 
fluence on his after fcNrtunes. Sir Jdu Cheke 

held 
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bdd him in particular esteem, and tkrongh hi* 
means he had contracted a cordial friendship 
with. Cecily of which in various ways he found the 
benefit to the end of his life. A daughter of the 
all-powerful Duke of Northumberland honoured 
him with her hand ; a dangerous gift, which was 
likely to have involved him in the ruin which the 
guilty projects of that audacious man drew down 
upon the heads of himself and his fieunily. 
. But the prudence or loyalty o^ Sidney preser- 
ved him from the snare. No sooner had his 
royal master breathed his last, than relinquish* 
ing all concern in public affairs, he withdrew to 
the safe retirement of his own seat at Penshurst, 
where he afterwards afforded an asylum to such 
of the Dudleys, as^had escaped death or im- 
prisonment. 

Queen Mary seems to have held out an ear- 
nest of fiiture favour to Sidney, by naming him 
among the noblemen and knights appointed to 
attend Philip of Spain to England for the com- 
pletion of his nuptials ; and this Prince further 
honoured him by becoming sponsor to his after- 
wards celebrated son and giving him his own name. 
But Sidney soon quitted a Court, in which a man 
of protestant principles could no longer reside 
with satisfaction, if with safety, and accompanied 
to Ireland his brother-in-law Viscount Fitzwalter, 
then Lord Deputy. In that Kingdom he first 

bore 
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bore the office of Vice Treasmer, aad afterwank^ 
during the frequent absences of the Lord Deputy^ 
the high one of sole Lord Justice. 

The accession of Elizabeth enabled Lord Ro« 
bert Dudley to make a large return for the for- 
mer kindnesses of his brother-in-law ; and 3up- 
p<Hrted by the influence of this distinguished 
&vourite, in addition to his personal claims* 
Sir Henry rose in a few years to the dignities 
of Privy Counsellor and Knight of the Garter. 
After his embassy to France he was appointed to 
the post of Loird President of Wales, to which, 
in 1665, the still more important one of Lord- 
deputy of Ireland was added ; — an union of two 
not very compatible offices, unexampled in our 
annals before or since. It i^ evident from Eli- 
zabeth's steadiness in persisting to appoint and 
re-appoint him to this most perplexing depart- 
ment of public service, in spite of all the cabals 
of English or Irish growth, that though his 
favour with her might be sometimes shaken, her 
rooted opinion of his probity and sufficiency 
could never be overthrown. 

From a perusal of the Sidney papers it is 
abundantly evident, that neither the superiori- 
ty of his understanding nor the purity of his 
motives could secure Sir Henry from the attacks 
of malice, and the train of evils which too com- 
monly pursue and overwhdm great and good 

men 
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men in iMgh stations ; but in his domestic con'«- 
oerns he was more fortvnatei and could not fail 
to be highly gratified in the singular happiness 
of being the father of a son, so deservedly the 
idol of his own, and the admiration of succeeding 
ages. 

** Sir Philip Sidney was educaited by the cares 
of a wise and excellent father, in the purest and 
most excellent moral principles, and in the best 
learning of the age. A letter of advice which 
this affectionate parent addressed to him at the 
age of twelve, fully exemplifies both the lauda^ 
ble solicitude of Sir Henry respecting his future 
character, and the soundness of his views and 
maxims : in the character of his son on his 
advancing to manhood, he saw his hopes ex- 
ceeded and his prayers fiilfiEed. Nothing could 
be more correct than his conduct, more laudable 
than his pursuits, while on his travels ; yonnf 
as he was, he merited the friendship of Huberl 
Languet. He also gained just and high reputa- 
tion for the manner in which he conducted him- 
self in an embassy to the protestant princes ef 
Germany. He was among the English tntveOers 
doomed to be eye-witnesses of the dreadful 
massacre of St. Bartholomew, being then only 
eighteen years of age. On that night of horrors^ 
he took shelter in the house of Wahiaghaai, and 
thus escaped aH personal dangtr; but Ins afler-^ 

conduct 
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condiiet fully proTcd horn iaddible wm the im* 
pressicn left upon his JsmA of the monatroa* 
mckedness of the Fiench royal iamily, and of 
the disgrace and misery which an alliance with it 
must entail on his Queen and country. 

His indiscriminate thirst for glory was in some 
measure the foible of his character, and hence, 
in correspondence with one of bis favourite max- 
ims, 

** Attt TJam iuTeniam aut fiunam ; '* 

he meditated to join one of the almost piratical 
expeditions of Drake, against the Spanish set- 
tlements. It is probable he was diverted from 
this design by the strong and kind warning of 
his true friend Languet ; ** to beware lest the 
thirst of lucre should creep into a mind which 
had hitherto admitted nothing but the love of 
truth, and an anxiety to deserve well of all men." 
If, as has been alleged, he. was led by his wish 
to conciliate the Queen's favour, to some acts 
of adulation unworthy of his spirit, for these he 
made large amends by his noble letter against 
the French nvarriage. He afterwards undertook 
with a zeal and ability highly honourable to his 
h^art and his head, the defence of his father, 
accused but finally acquitted. This business 
involved him in disputes with the Earl of Ormond, 
his father's enemy } who seems to have generous* 
ly ov^ilooked provocatioos which might have led 

to 
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to more serious consequences, in consideration 
of the filial feeling? of his youthful adversary.*' 

In the contest which Elizabeth* pursued, in 
conjunction with the Dutch, in support of the 
protestant cause against the Duke of Parma, 
Sir Philip Sidney distinguished himself by a well 
conducted surprize of the town of Axel; and 
received in reward, the honour of knighthood 
from the hands of his uncle. Afterwards, 
having made an attack with the horse un- 
der his command on a reinJForcement which 
the enemy was attempting to throw into 
Zutpben, a hot action ensued ; in which, though 
the advantage remained with the English, it was 
dearly purchased by the blood of their' gallant 
leader, who received a shot above the knee, 
which after sixteen days of acute suffering, 
brought his valuable life to its termination. 

Thus perished at the early age of thirty-two, 
the pride and pattern of his time, the theme of 
song, and the favourite of English story. The 
beautiful anecdote of his resigning to the dying 
. soldier the draught of water with which he was 
about to quench his thirst as he was carried faint 
ietnd bleeding from the fatal field, is told to every 
child ; and inspires a love and reverence for his 
name, which never ceases to cling about the 
hearts of his countrymen. He is regarded as 
the most perfect example which English history 

affords 



\ 
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affords of the preujt Ckevtdier ; and is named in 
parallel witili the spotless and fearless Bayard, the 
glory of Frenchmen, whom he excelled in all the 
accomplishments of peace, as much as the other 
exceeded him in the number and splendour of 
his military achievements. 

His death was worthy of the best parts of his 
life ; he shewed himself to the last devout, cou-* 
rageous, and serene. On the whole though jus- 
tice claims the admission that the character of 
Sidney was not entirely - free from, the faults 
most incident to his age and station, and that 
neither as a writer, a scholar, a soldier, or a 
statesman ; (in all which characters, during the 
course of his short life, he appeared ; and appear- 
ed with distinction ;) is he entitled to the high- 
est rank ; it may yet be firmly maintained that, 
as amufi; an accomplished and high-souled 
man ; he had among his contemporary coun- 
trymen neither equal, nor competitor. Such 
was the verdict in his own times, not of flatterers 
only, or of friends, but of England, and Europe ; 
such is the title of merit under which the histo- 
rian may enrol him, with confidence and with 
complacency, among the illustrious few whose 
names and examples still serve to kindle in the 
bosoms of youth the animating glow of virtuous 
emulation. 

Sir Henry Sidney was spared the anguish of 

following 
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following 8Qch a son to the grave ; hating him* 
self quitted the scene a few months befoire. 

Domestic occurrences had taught Sir Henry 
that his near connection with the Earl of Leices- 
ter had its dangers as well as advantages ; and 
observing the turn for show and expense with 
which it served to inspire the younger members 
ofhis family » he would frequently enjoin them "to 
consider moi^ whose sons than whose nephews 
they were/' In fact he was not able to lay up 
fortunes for them; the offices he held were 
higher in dignity than emolument, his spirit was 
noble and munificent ; and the following among 
other anecdotes may serve to show that he him- 
self was not averse to a certain degree of pa-^ 
rade, at least on particular occasions. The 
Queen standing once at a window of her palaee 
at Hampton Court, saw a gentleman approach 
escorted by two hundred attendants on horse- 
back ; and turning to her courtiers, she asked 
with some surprise, who this might be ? But 
^n being informed that it was Sir Henry Sidney^ 
her Lord Deputy of Ireland and President of 
Wales, she answered, *^ and he may well do it, 
for he has two of the best offices in my kingdom**' 

But if his attachment to the vain distinction 
«f pomp and show may be accounted a weakness, 
yet in his private history abundant evidence re- 
mains of the soundness of his judgment, the 

goodness 
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giM)dae88 of his heart, and the integrity of his 
character. No tndy wise, pious, or good man, 
ever persecuted, or sanctioned the practice 
in others ; and we find it recorded to his honour, 
that in opposing the persecuting rage of the 
time in which he lived, Sir Henry subjected liim- 
self to the imminent danger of becoming the vic-> 
tim of courtly or priestly intrigue, , and of losing 
that portion of the royal favour which he had so 
long deservedly enjoyed. 

Dr. Whitgift, Bishop of Worcester, and Vice 
President of the Marches of Wales under Sir 
Henry Sidney, peculiarly distinguished himself 
by his activity in detecting secret religious meet^ 
ings of catholics : and for his zeal was rewarded 
by the privy council ; who directed to him and to 
some of the Welch Bishops, a special commission 
for the trial of those delinquents. They further 
instructed him, in the case of one Morice who had 
declined answering directly to certain interroga- 
tories tending to criminate himself in these mas- 
ters, that if he remained obstinate, and the 
commissioners saw cause, they might, at their 
discretion, subject him to some kind of tor- 
ture. The same means he was also desired 
to take with others, in order to come to a full 
knowledge of all reconcilements to the Church 
of Rome, and other practices of papists in these 
parts. See Strype's Life of Whitgift, p. 83. 
G Among 
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Among the Sidney Pap^rs^ vbhime 1, p. 270, 
b a letter of considerable length on the sub- 
ject of this commission, directed to Sir Henry, 
and written by Sir Francis Walsingham» Secre* 
tary of State ; in which^ after stating that the 
said commission had lun dormant for more than 
a year, a fear is expressed that, '' a very hard 
construction ivould be made of his keeping it so 
long and doing no good therein, notwithstanding 
his having made journies in Wales to do some- 
what in the cause of religion." It is further sta- 
ted in the letter, that blame is attributed to him 
for acting without the concurrence of those more 
sealously inclined persons mentioned in the said , 
commission : and attached to the letter is a 
postscript to the following effect. *<Your Lord- 
ship had need to walk warily, for your doings 
are narrowly observed, and her Majesty is apt 
to give ear to any that shall* speak iU of you. 
Great hold is taken by your enemies for neglect- 
ing the execution of this commission." 

Dated, Oatlands, August 9, 1580. 

If we justly appreciate the character of Sir 
Henry, we shall not be surprised at his aversion 
to join with persons influenced by a spirit of 
persecution, which led men to hate and destroy 
each other for difference of opinions, religi- 
ovLs, or political. Indeed this horrid vice arose 

from 
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from the ignorance and wickedness of ihie 
age, and among the dignified and powerful at 
that period, none were free from the contagion 
except a few eminently exalted characters, dis- 
tinguished by superior wisdom and benevolence. 
Successive ages of civilization have now brought 
us to a more enlightened lera, in which reason 
and justice are predominant. 

Sir Henry's conduct in his official capacity 
was exemplary ; and we shall also find,/ by con- 
sulting authentic papers, which have been pub- 
lished relative to himself and family, that wisdom 
and true christian piety influenced and guided 
his life in all its relations, civil and social. 
There is, among the papers above-mentioned, a 
letter, which has been already referred to as con- 
taining important instructions for the conduct of 
life. The preceptive part of this letter is estima- 
ble in itself, and as a specimen of Sir Henry^s 
style of thinking and writing in his private studies^ 
may with propriety be here introduced.--^ 

**Let your first action Im IIm liflisf tip of jaat mind to almigh. 
ty God, by hearty pmyer, with continiuil meditation, aud think- 
lug of hiaato tvhnfn yo« pray, and ol tba uattarfor which yoa 
Dmy. And use this as an ordinary act, and at an ordinary hour. 
Whereby the time Itaelf will pat yoa in remembranoe to do that 
which yon are accuatomad to do. In your atady apply 



yo^TKlf soch hours as jonr discreet maater dotn assign yon, ear- 
nestly ; and the time (1 hnow) be will so limit, as Aall be both 
aufRcient for your learning, and safe for your health. And mark 
the sense of that you raid, as well as tiie wonb. So shall yoa 
both enrith your tongue with words, and your wit with matter; 
•ad iudgment will grow as years grow in you. Be.humbleand 
obeoient to your master. Tor aulesa you frame youMelf to obey 
<lUi«B, yea, and fad in yoniadf what obediciice is, you riiail never 
be able to teach otheit to ob%y you. Be courteous of gesture, 
awl •tbbin to ail mcD, with divcnity of itTeieiice, according to the 

dignity 
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dignity of the person. There is nothing that winneth so niQcb 
with so little cost. Use moderate diet, so as, after your meat, 
you may find your witfresber, and not doUer, and your body moie 
lively, and not more heayy. Seldom drink wine, and yet some- 
times do, lest bein^ edorced to drink upon the sudden, you 
should find yourself inflamed. Use exercise of body, but such 

. as is without peril of your joints or bones, it will increase your 
force, and enlarge your breath. Delight to be cleanly, as well 

, in ail parts pf your body, as in your garments. It shall make you 

.'grateful in each company, and otherwise loathsome. Give 
yourself to be merry, for you degenerate from your fiither if you 
nnd not yourself most able in wit and body, to dio anything, when 
you be most merry : but let your mirth be ever votd of all 8ciir> 
rility, and bitii^ words to any man ; for a wound given by a word 
is onentimes harder to be cured, than that which is given with 
the sword. Be you rather a hearer and bearer away of otiter 
men's talk, than a Deginner or |«0Gurer of speech, otherwise you 
ahall be counted to delight to hear yourself speak. If you hear a 
wise sentence, or an apt phrase, commit it to your memory, with 
respect of the circumstaince, when vou shall speak it. Let 
never oath be heard to come out ot your mouth, nor word of 
ribaldry ; detest it in othen, so shall custom make to you a law 
against it in yourself. Be modest in each assembly and rather 
be rebuked ot liffht fellows, for maidfen-like shame-fiiceduess, than 
of your sad frienosfor pert boldness. Think upon every word that 
you will speak before you utter it. Above all things tell no un« 

 truth, no not in trifles. Thecustom of it is naughty, and let it not 
satisfy you, that for a time the hearers take it for a truth, for after it 
will be known as it is to your shame: for there cannot be a great' 
er reproach to a gentleman than to be accounted a liar. Study 
and endeavour yourself to be virtuously occupied. So shall you 
- make such an habit of well-doingin you, that youshall not know how 
to do evil, though vou would. Remember, my son, the noble blood 
you are descended of, by your mother's side ; and think that only 
Dy virtuous life and good actions you may be an oqiament to that 
illustrious family ; and otherwise, through vice and sloth, you 
shall be accounted "labes generis,** one of the greatest cunes that 
can happen to man." 

In the history of Shrewsbury a curious ac- 
count is given of a visit of Sir Henry, to that 
place, and his journey from his Castle of Ludlow, 
which as it illustrates ancient manners is not 
destitute of interest. From this account we 
shall extract a specimen of the Poetical orations 
on occasion of Sir Henry's departure, whose 
conveyance being in it barge on the river Severn, 
a number of boys, fantastically dressed for the 

occasion. 
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^ccilsion, were stationed beside the river to ac- 
edst him as his suit passed by. 

**There were placed by the water side certain 
appointed scholars of the Free School, being ap- 
parelled all in green, with green willows on 
their heads, marching by and calling to him,- 
miaking their lamentable oi^ations, sorrowing for 
his departure." — 

One boy alone, thus addressed him, 

*' Oh skaye the barge, rowe not aofute, 
Rowe not so faste, oh, staye awhile, 
Oh 8taye to heare the playntes at least 
. Of nymphs that harbour in this isle. 

Their woe is great, great moan they make. 
With dolefid tones tbey doe lament. 
They howle, they crle, their leave to take, 
Their gaments graene f<» woe they rent. 

Oh, Semremetumeihystreame quite backe, 
4kla8 ! why dost thou us anoye 
Wilt thou cause us this Loro to lacke, 
Whose presence is our only joy. 

But harke ! methinks I heare a sonnde, 
A woeful sounde I plainly hc«re. 
Some sorrow great their nearte doth wounde. 
Pus on my l^oid to them, drawe Beaie." 

Four boys appear in green, singing, 

**0 woeful wretched tyme, oh doleful dky and houie, 
I^mwnt we may the loes we have, and floods of teais out pouie. 
Come nym]^ of woods and hiUes, come help us moan we pray. 
The water nymphs oursisters dear, do take our Lord away.'^ 

**Bewayle we may our wrongs, revenge we cannot take. 

Oh that the gods would bring him bwdE, our sorrows for to slake.*^ 

One boy alone, with music, 

**0 thrice unhappy wight, 
p sillie soule what bap have I, to see this woeful sight} 
55?" * "JP-T ^^^^ ™y lovinge Lord, shall he now from me goe, • 
Why wiU he Salop nowe fonake, alas why wiU be soe.'" 



* Alas my sorrows doe increase, my heart doth lent in twayiie, 
For Unt iBj tied doth heacf dcp«t, and iriU Bot b«n icmain 



I* 
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He died in the Bishop'^ Palace m Wafoeeier, 
A. D. 1586, and wa$ conve^red Icom thence to 
his hoii86 at PenshuM in Kent» where he waa 
meet honoaiably interred. He was^ however^ 
previottily embowelled 3 hie entrails wer^ bnried 
in -the Dean's Chapel in the Cathedral Church 
at Worcester; and hi3 heart was brought t» 
Ludlow, and deposited in the same tomb with bia 
dearly behoved daughter Ambrosia, within die 
little oratory which he had made in the Church of 
St. Lawrence. The leaden urn which contained 
his heart was lately in the possession of Mr. S. 
Nicholas of Leominster, who communicated to 
the Gentleman's Magazine an exact description 
and drawing of it, copied in that work in Septem- 
ber, 17d4. It is about six inches deep and five 
in diameter at the top, with the following inscrip- 
tion, dated the year of his demise: 

H£K LITH THB HaRTB OF 

Syr Hbnrt Sidney, L. P. 
Anno Domini, 1566. 
In the same year he was succeeded by his 
son-in-law Henry Earl of Pembroke, who con- 
tinued till his death. May 6, IWl. To whom 
succeeded Edward Lord Zouch of Codnore, who 
died 1605. From 1610 to 1612, Ralph Lord 
Eure, Baron of Malton presided ; his remains 
are in Ludh>w Church. 

' Thomas Lord Gerard of Biomky^ was ap- 
pointed 
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l^ated in 1016^ and during his year of Presi- 
dency the Castk was honoured with a visit front. 
Prince Charles^ (afterwards Charles L) who cele- 
brated with great pomp and magnificeiice his 
accession to the Principality of Walesi and Earl- 
dcnn of Chester* In the year following, on the 
IBth of November^ Williiun Earl of Northampton^ 
was invested with the office. He continued till 
his deaths Jane 24» 1030, and was succeeded 
by Sir John Egerton, son of the Lord Chancel- 
lor Egertoui created afterwards Earl of Bridge- 
water; he was appointed President June 26, 
1031, by King Qiades I« who about this tnne 
again visited Ludlow, and was welcomed with 
much oemnoay and rejoicing. An old man- 
uscript states, '^thathe entered the Castle amidst 
the discharge of the great guns and firelocks of 
(he sddieis, attended by all the officers magnifi- 
cently dressed and moimteds and so great 
was the p<Mnp, that the like theseof was never 
befiMfe seen in these parts." 

The Mask of Comus was acted in the Castle 
of Ludlow duriav the Presidency <tf the Earl of 
&idgewater« That exquisite effusioa of the 
youthful genius of Milton had its origin in a real 
incident. When the Earl entered <hi his official 
residence, he was visited by a large assemblage 
of the neighbouring nobility and gentry. His 
sons the Lord Brackley aad Mi. Thomas £ger« 

ton. 
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ton, and his daughter the Lady Aliee^ being onf 
their joamey, ** to attend their father^s state aaid 
new intrusted sceptr^/' were benighted in Hay- 
wood forest, in Herefordshire, and the Lady for 
a short time was lost. The adventure being re- 
lated to their father on their arrival at the Castle, 
Milton, at the request of his friend Henry Lawes, 
who taught music in the family, wrote the 
Mask, Lawes composed the music, and it was 
acted on Michaelmas night ; the two brothers, 
the young lady, and Lawes himself bearing each 
a part in the representation. 

This poem, familiar to every English reader, 
has been allowed by the most competent judges, 
to be one of the finest compositions of the kind, 
in the English language, and will ever beheld in 
peculiar estimation, as exhibiting the fair dawn 
of that genius which burst forth in full splendour 
in the divine poem of Paradise Lost. 

** We must not, '' says Warton, " read Comus 
with an eye to the stage, or with the expectation of 
dramatic propriety. Comus is a suite of speeches, 
not interesting by. discrimination of character; 
not conveying a variety of incidents, nor gradu- 
ally exciting curiosity, but perpetually attracting 
attention by sublime sentiments, by fanciful 
imagery of the richest vein> by an exuberance of 
picturesque description, poetical allusion, and 

o^u^nental expressioiK 

There 
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' There is a dMsHty in the application and 
conduct of die macMnery ; and Sabrina is intro* 
daeed wfHk much address after the two brothers 
IhmI ifliprudently suffered the enchantment to 
take effect. This is the first instance in which 
the old Ettgfish Mask has in some degree been re- 
duced to the principles of a rational composition ; 
yet wM it could not but retain some of its arbi« 
trary peculiarities." . 

To this eulogy may be added tiie praise of 
haidng displayed the loveliness of yirtue, and ex- 
posed the deformity of yice» by a lively and 
consistent allegory, and by a succession of just 
and moral sentiments, enforced with all the en- 
chantment of poetic doquence. So well is4he 
tone of Milton*s numbers sustained throughout 
the piece, that to give a specimen of its excel- 
lence, any passage might be promiscuously ta- 
ken. 

In the conduct of the fable, in die structure 
of the blank verse, and in certain peculiarities 
of diction, Shakspeare is closely copied. The 
following passage is a curious instance of the 
success with which he had been studied. 

*' B« tint hat light withiii hit own ctawhieMt, 
Mav rit rth* centre and enjoy bright day : 
Bat he that hides a daik aoul and fool thooghts 
Beni^^ted valka under the mid-day lui ; 
Himaelf is his own dtangeon.** 

The. conclusion of the Mask strongly evin- 
ces that the author never intended it for general 

repre- 
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KpreteiitotiOii, mnd that he had no other tiefr 
tluuk the partiedlar purpode Uat which, at the 
request <rf his ftiend, he sndertook it. The scene 
changes from Uie magic palace of Comus^ to a 
view of the Town and Castle of Lodlow ; and one 
of the songs is addressed, to the Earl and hia 
Countess, cimgratulatiiig them <mi the ccmslaacy 
of their children in the trials to which their vir- 
tue had been exposed. 

It is singular to remark that this composHion 
met with a reception much more favourable than 
the later and more mature works of Milton« It 
was represented by noble actors, on a stage, and 
before auditors equally noble. But whatever 
bonc^^s accrued to the poet on this aeconnt^ 
Mten in the lapse of a few ages to reflect on his 
patrons from the splendour of his name. 

The pomp and pageantry, the princely magni- 
ficence that attended the Court of the Marches 
were soon to disappear^ and the stiDaess of de- 
solation was to suGceed to the bustle of festivity 
and menrtment^ This pro«d Castle which once 
held dominion over a whole Principality, was to 
be abandoned to decay^ to be spoiled of every 
memorial of its iUustrions inhabitants^ and to be 
left an awful monument of the mutability of hu- 
man affairs. Yet even in this state it might 
still excite interesl;. though rallied it might be 
venerable, though solitary it could never be 

wholly 
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wkoll; deserted ; and the travdler^ who turned 
aside to view its ruiosy would pause, ere he pas- 
sed oii» to do homage to tiie memory of the di* 
vine poet, who had hallowed them with hb im-^ 
mortal strains :-^ 

** Here MUton aaug, what Meda a greater speU 
To hiTC thee struiger to iheat Srir-lrai'd walls? 
Though chroniclers of other ages tell 
That princes oft haira grae'd foir Ludlow's htiHf, 
Their honours glide along obliviona stream. 
And o*er the wreck a tide of roin drlres ; 
Faint and more hint the ran of glory beam 
That gild their coarse-^—the bud alone survives. 
And when the rode uBceaiing shocks of tim£. 
In one TBst heap shall whehn this loflv pile. 
Still shall his genius, towering and sublime. 
Triumphant tyet the spnili of grandeur smile ; 
Still in these hauits, true to a nation's t<M^e, 
Echo shall knre to dwell, and say, here Milton sung.** 

On the commencement of the civil wars of 
Charks I. Ludlow espoused the royal cause, and 
was Ibrtificd Hemt the. King. In the summer of 
1646» a&reeof neartwo thousand horse and 
foot^ drawiL tog^er out of the garrisons of Lud* 
low» Hereford, Worcester, and Monmottth, was 
defeated in an engagement, at Stokesay, liear 
Ludlow, hy an inierioi number of the FtorUamea- 
tary forces i in this battle Sir Wiffiam Croft, of 
Croft Castk^ was slain ; in the year fottotwing, 
Jane 9, the Castle was ddivered up by Sir Mi- 
chad Woodhouse, U^ Sir WiUimn Brcretoo. 

The Earl of Bridgewaler died m 1048, and 
W8» succeeded by Biehard Lotd Yaaf^an, ^£ari 
of Cafbiiry : during the greater part of Us 

time 
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time the Castle was strongly garrisoned for tbe 
Parliament. Here amidst the noise and bustle 
of civil dissentions, we find this worthy nobleman 
encouraging genius ieind affording a comfortable 
asylum to Butler, the satirical author of Hudibras. 
In 1667 Henry Somerset, Marquis and Earl of 
Worcester, was Lord President, he was son of 
the celebrated Edward, Marquis of Worcester, 
the most eiLtraordinary projector upon record. 
Henry was, in his father's life time, created Earl 
of Glamorgan by Charles I. and by Charles II. 
appointed President of the Council for the Prin- 
cipality of Wales, elected Knight of the Garter, 
and created Duke of Beaufort. 

Prince Rupert presided in 1679, and is sup- 
posed to have continued till his death, which hap- 
pened November 29, 1692. Thk prince, of the 
royal line of Stewart, was the third son of Fred- 
erick, King of Bohemia and Elector Palatine, by 
Elizabeth daughter of James I. of England, born 
at Prague, 1619. He was Count Palatine of the 
Rhine, Duke of Bavaria, and Cumberland, Eaii 
of Holdemess, and Knight of the Garter. He 
had not exceeded the tiiirteenth year of his a^e, 
when, with Henry, then Prince of Orange, he 
marched to the siege of Rhkieberg ; at eighteen 
years of age he commanded a regiment of 
horse in the German, wars ; and being taken 
prisoner at the battle of Ulotai by tbe Imperial- 
ists^ 



. 4 
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istSy he continued in captivity t^fee years. In 
1642 he came to England aad offered hig servi* 
ces to King Charles I. his uncle, who gave him 
a command in hisanny : and having performed 
important services in the royal cause, he was 
rewarded by the King with various honours and 
emolumoits. 

At EdgehUl he charged with incredible bravery 
and made a great slaughter among the Parlia- 
mentarians. In 1643, he seized the town of 
Cirencester ; obliged *the governor of Lichfield to 
surrender ; and having joined his brother Prince 
Maurice, reduced Bristol in three days, and 
passed to the relief of Newark. In 1644 he 
marched to relieve York, where he gave the 
Parliamentarians battle, and entirely defeated 
their right wing; but Cromwell charged the 
Marquis of Newcastle with such an irresistible 
force, that Prince Rupert was entirely defeated. 
After this the Prince put himself into Bristol, 
which surrendered to Fairfax, after a gallant 
resistance. 

It is not easy to gather laurels in fighting a- 
gainst a conquering enemy: but if Prince Rupert 
could not by hb prowess avert the inevitable 
overthrow of the party he had engaged to sup- 
port, yet after he had left the kingdom his suc- 
cessful contest with the Dutch fleet, under De 
Rnyter, drew from Dryden and other contempo- 
rary 
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rary Poets, as well as from the chrohiclers of 
of those times, encomiums which might seem 
extravagant, if it were not known that his bra- 
▼ery was above all praise. 

This Prince is celebrated for the invention of 
meezotinto engraving, of which he is said to 
have taken the hint from a soldier scraping his 
rusty fusil. The first print of this kind ever 
published was done by his Highness, and may 
be seen in the first edition of '* Evelyn's Sculp- 
tura/' The secret is said to have been soon 
afler discovered by Sherwin the engraver, who 
made use of a loaded file for laying the ground. 
The Prince upon sight of one of his prints sus- 
pected his servant had lent him his tool, which 
was a channelled roller, but upon being satisfied 
to the contrary, he made him a present of it. 
The roller was afterwards laid aside, and an in- 
strument with a crenelled edge, in shape like a 
shoemaker's cutting knife, was used instead of it« 
The glass drops invented by him are weU knowti. 
He also invented a metal called by his name, of 
which guns were cast ; and contrived an excellent 
method of boring them, for which purpose a 
water-miH was erected at Hackney Marsh. 
He communicated to Christopher Kirby, the 
secret of tcimpering the best fish-hooks made in 
England. 

Prince Rupert^ who was a man of harsh fea- 

tureSy 
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tttteB, a great hamourist, and of little elegance 
in hi* manneiv or dress, was but indifferently 
qnalified to shine in the Court of Charles II. 
He made a much better figure in his laboratory; 
to at the head of his fleet ; in which station he 
waa equal, in courage at least, to any of the sea 
officers of this reign r He died at his house ill 
Spring Gardens, 29th of November, 1682. On 
his death Somerset, Marquis and Earl of Wor- 
cester was a second time appointed to the Pre- 
sidency by King James II. and in 1684 Sir 
John Bridgeman was President. He was a very 
severe man, frequently committing persons to 
the Porter's Lodge, for trifling offences; on 
which account one Ralph Gittins, who had pro*- 
pably experienced his severity, composed the 
foUowing distich. — 

"Here Ilet Sir Joho Bridgemuiy clad in bit clay. 
God said to the devil, aiinb, take him away." 

He was buried in Ludlow Church. 

Charles, Lord Gerard of Brandon, Viscount 
Brandon and Earl of Macclesfield, was the last 
Lord President ; he was descended from the very 
ancient family of Geraldine, ot Fitzgerald, in 
Ireland, he raised a regiment of foot, and a 
troop of horse, for Charles I. in the Civil War, 
and fought in many battles, with the ai-dour of 
a volunteer, displaying at the same time all the 
conduct of a veteran^ He particularly signalized 

himself 
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hiniMlf in Wales, where he took the fortresses 
of Caidigaiiy £mbliii, Langhome, and Roche; 
as also the strong town of Haverfordwest, 
with the castles of Picton and Carew. He was 
one of the Lords who presented the Dnke of 
York as a Popish recusant, at the King's Bench 
bar, in Westminster Hall. 

In 1688, December 4th, the Lord Herbert of 
Cherbury, Sir Edward Hurley, and most of the 
Gentlemen of Worcestershire and Herefordshire, 
met at Worcester, and declared for the Prince 
of Orange: Ludlow Castle was taken for the 
Prince by Lord Herbert ; and Sir Walter Blonnt, 
jmd the popish Sheriff of Worcester secured in 
it by that Peer. 

The Court for the Government of Wales was 
dissolved by Act of Parliament in the year 1689. 
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The liberties of the Borough of Ludlow ex- 
tend .on the east to the township of Rock, to 
ibc township of Orerton on the Boutit, to Air- 
ther Helton on the west, and to the township of 
Stanton Lacy on the noi^. The Town, like 
B Shiewsbnry, 
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Shrewsbury, is on a hill, with a declivity on 
every side. It is spacious and well built, 
having a cleanly and cheerful appearance ; sur- 
rounded by a country, which in every direction, 
affords prospects highly beautiful. 

Lloyd, in his "Breviarie of Britayne," de* 
scribes this place, as the **fayre Towne and 
Castel of Ludlaw, vpon Themis in Schreup- 
shyre, in olde time called Dinav.'* Formerly, 
this town was inclosed by a strong wall, about 
a mile in circumference, including the Castle : 
which, to use the words of Leland, '^hemmethin 
part of the town,'^ and forming the most inte- 
resting object, first attracts attention. 

The Castle rises from the point of a head- 
land, and its foundations are ingrafted into a 
bare grey rock. . The north front consists of 
square towers, with high connecting walls, 
which are embattled with deep interstices, and 
the old foss and part of the rock have been 
formed into walks, which in 1772 were planted 
with beeches, elms, and lime trees, at the ex- 
pense of the late Countess of Powis. These 
trees having now grown to maturity, form a 
soothing and grateful shade, and add exceed- 
ingly to the beauty and dignity of the scene. 

A bare and precipitate ridge runs parallel on 
the western side, and is beautifuOy crowned 
with wood, above a chasm through which the 

broad 
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fcroad and shallow river Teme pursues its course. 
Having walked round the Castle, we enter the 
base court, oontaining several acres. The 
■principal entrance is by a gateway under a low 
pointed, arch, worked within a former one of 
larger dimensions. On the right hand, as we 
enter this gateway, are the ruins of barracks, in 
constant use when the Castle was the Palace of 
the Lords Presidents of Wales ; and further on is 
a square tower with its entrance from the wall ; 
the embattled rampart pierced with loops, re* 
mains here and there, in picturesque masses, 
on Uie left is a range of stone buildings said to 
have been the stables; on which appear the 
arms of Queen Elizabeth ; with thos6 of the Eari 
of Pembroke, who succeeded to the Presidency 
on the death of his relation. Sir Henry Sidney. 
Contiguous are the ruins of the court house, 
which had a door outwardly, and beyond it is 
a lofty tower, called Mottimer's Tower. 

This tower has been denominated semilunar : 
the inner face of it is indeed flat, b«t its out« 
ward projection forms rather a half ov^, thui a 
semispherical figure. The lowest apartment 
has the appearance of having been a prison ; 
the original enlxaace being through a circular 
aperture in the ponderous key-stone of its vault- 
ed roof. 

The body of the Cattle is on the Boxib and 

west 
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west sides of the inclosure, guarded by a deep 
and wide foss, cut in ^e rock. A stone bridge 
of two archeSy on which are some remains of 
an embattled parapet, supplies the place of 
the ancient draw-bridge, and leads to the great 
entrance gate. 

The portal is of modem erection, of no great 
strength or beauty, constructed during the Pre- 
sidency of Sir Henry Sidney. The arch is mean ^ 
and flat, and the adjacent building has wide 
square transom windows, and high pointed ga- 
bles. 

Over the portal is a niche with the following 
inscription, under the arms of England and 
France: — 

ANNO DOMINI MILLESIMO QVINGENTESI- 

MO OCTAGESIMO COMPLETO, ANNO REGNI 

ILLVSTRISSIMJE AC SERENISSIMA REGINJE 

ELIZABETHJE VICESIMO TJ^RTIO 

CVRRENTE, 1581. 

In a compartment below, with the armorial 
bearings of Queen Elizabeth and Sir Henry 
Sidney, is the following,— 

HOMINIBVS IN6RATIS LOQVIMINI LAPIDES. 
ANNO REGNI RBGINA BLIZABETHiB 23. 
THE 22 TEAR COPtET OF THE PRESIDENCY 

OF SIR HENRI SIDNEY, 
KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF 
THE GARTER; ETC. 1581. 
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For the qii^uloua bc^pimung of it the Sidney 
papers will readily account. Sir Henry had 
been nurtured in courts, and intrusted with the 
government of Ireland, in the rigid administration 
of which, he found many successful enemies. 
He was therefore willing to retire to this place, 
and to superintend the educi^tion of his son. Sir 
Philip Sidney, the short lived Marcellus of the 
day. 

The first view of the interior of the Castle 
is strikingly fine. The court is an irregular 
square area not very spacious, but the lofty 
embattled structures wiUi which it is inclosed, 
though in ruin, still preserving their original 
outlines; the bold masses of light and shade 
produced by deep retiring breaks ; the rich tints 
and staips of age ; the luxurious mantling of ivy, 
and the sullen stillness that now reigns through- 
out these foriom and deserted towers, once the 
scene of royal splendour and feudal revelry, 
present a spectacle of the fallen magnificence 
of past ages, rarely to be equidled. Acyoining 
the gate are various apartments belonging to 
the Porter, the Warder, and probably the lower 
retainers of the President : near the entrance are 
the remains of a beautiful doorway leading to a 
staircase, with a frieze of quaterfbib, charged 
with shields, and flanked with small ornamental 
buttresses. 

The 
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The Keep is a vast square embatded tower of 
early Norman architecture, rising on the left side 
of the gate to the height of 110 feet, ivy-mantled 
to the top ; divided into four stories. At each 
of the angles is a small square turret, rising the 
whole height ; that on the north larger than the 
other. The ground floor is the dungeon, or 
prison, a gloomy and dreadful place of confine- 
ment, half under ground. The roof is arched, 
and 21 feet high. In the areh are three square 
openings communicating with the chamber 
above ; these openings, besides supplying the 
means of letting down the prisoners, and inspect-^ 
ing them at pleasure from the govemor*s room 
above, are supposed to have been intended for 
raising supplies of ammunition, offensive imple- 
ments, and provision during a siege. A strong 
arched doorway on the north side, evidently in- 
serted a long time after the erection of the tower^ 
has been intended for an entrance to this spaci- 
ous vault. The ground floor measures 31 feet by 
16. In the north-east turret a newel staircase 
winds to the top of the keep. On the second 
floor is a large room 30 feet by 18, with a fire- 
place; this communicates on the left with a 
square arched chamber, and on the right, widi 
a narrow oblong room which has also a groined 
roof, having two deep recesses in the dividing 
wall. At the south-west angle of the larger 

apart- 
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«|i«rt»ait is a lobby, fotsied of time gipiaed 
found arches, which leads to a nanrow passage, 
coaimuiicating outwardly with a walk, oaoe pra^ 
bably a covared way, on the rampart* w|u^h con- 
ducts to a small but stroag tower at a distance. 
Above these have been other chambers simi- 
larly disposed, to which there now remains nei- 
ther floor nor roof. The original arches of the 
doors and windows of this tower, were all round 
and pUin, the latter approaching outwardly 
to narrow loops ; many have been enlarged, and 
altered to pointed arches externally, but mostly 
bear their original forms within. This master- 
tower measures 46 feet by 34 ; and the walls 
aie from 9 to 12 feet thick. The ruins of the 
offices form a confused mass, extending a con- 
siderable way to the left, and into the court* 
A wide fire-place in the wall marks the place of 
the kitchen ; and where the bKewhouse is said 
to have been, is a deep well, nine feet in diam- 
eter, in clearing which, at the depth of 32 
yards, a coat of fine pipe«>clay was found on the 
wallsi The oven is on the ground floor of a 
tower next to the outer wall, near which place 
the bakehouse has been situated, it is of large 
dimensions, measuring 15 feet in breadth, by 9 
in depdi^ 

The enlarged scale on which these household 
offices appear to have been constructed^ calcu- 
lated 
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laled to supply abusdaiice, boidering «i 
tfttsioii ; joined to the ^^ommy haieMM of 
diwgCHiii'^anBe vHmAj eosMpbadait witli Gothic 
mmgay^ ' wm m/gtBtStg memmay to unbounded 
•hospitality, w to barbarous punishment. 
' The hall feces the gate, and was approach- 
ed originally by a flight of steps, now destroy- 
ed ; under it 4s a low robm^ with five deep re- 
cesses in the south wall; the same is continued 
under the s^artment on tiie left. The hall door 
is' a beautiful pointed arch, of the style of Ed- 
ward the firi^t*s reign, ornamented with delicate 
mouldings, and before it seems to have been a 
porch or lobby. The hall measures 60 feet by 
80, the height about 35 feet. On the north side, 
looking to the country, are three lofty pointed 
• windows, ctiminishing outwardly to narrow lu- 
nets with trefoil heads. On the opposi^ side, 
next the court, are two windows m the same 
style, but larger, And each divided by a single 
mullion. Beween these is a chimney with an 
obtuse arch, of the »ra of Elizabeth, inserted 
within a more lofty sharp pointed <me, which, 
from its similitude to those adjoining, was, it 
is conceived, originally a third wmdow, answer- 
ing to the same number opposite ; for there cer- 
tainly were no fire-places in halls when this 
building was erected. There remains now nei- 
ther roof nor floor ; so totally dilapidated is the 

once 
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tmce elegant saloon, .where the splendid scene 
of Comns was first exhibited, where chivalry 
exhausted her choicest stores, both of invention 
and wealth, and where hospitality and magnifi- 
cence blazed for many ages in succession with- 
out diminution or decay. Two pointed arches 
lead to a spacious tower attached to the west 
end of the hall, in which are several apartments, 
one of which is still called Prince Arthur's 
room. The room on the first floor measures 
37 feet by 33. At the north-west angle b a 
deeply, recessed closet : all the floors are much 
decayed, or entirely gone. On the opposite 
end of the haU, with a pointed arched door of 
communication, is. another large square tower 
of three stories, the principal apartment of 
which is pointed out as the banquetlang room. 
A spacious chamber above, appears to have 
been more adorned than the rest ; the chimney- 
piece has an unusual degree of rude magnifi- 
cence ; and the corbels of die ceiling are finely 
wrought into busts of men and women crowned. 
A door on the south side of the room on the 
"ground floor, opens to a winding passage which 
ends in some small gloomy rooms, and on the 
left to two deep angular recesses terminated by 
narrow loops looking outward. Each of these 
towers has a newel staircase in an elegant oc- 
tangular turret. 

On 
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WeM EntnoB of (he Chapel. 



On the left band i§ a circular building, witb 
window oad doorway of tbe early Noiman pe- 
riod ; this is part of tiie Chapel, of which, the 
nave only ia atanding. There in a beautifiil 
arch ttill remainiDg, but the choir with which 
it communicated is entirely destroyed ; this, as 
well as that ot the western do<», is a rich Sax- 
(HI arch, covered witb chevron, lozenge, and 
reticulated ornaments. llie outside of the 
building is encircled by a band with a billeted 
ornament, and there are three wmdows, circu- 
larly arched, oniamented with chevron monld- 
ings. In the interior, rising from the floor, are 
fourteen 



fourteen recesses ifci the wall, formed by small 
pillars with Indented capitals^ supporting round 
arches which have alternately plain and zigsag 
mouldings. About three feet above this arcade 
are projecting corbeb, carved as heads, capi- 
tals of pillars, &c. The whole length of the 
Chapel, extending to the eastern wall of the 
Castle, was, when entire, 70 feet, of which the 
choir was 42, and the nave 28. 

Churchyard, the Poet, who died in 1570, had 
the pleasure of beholding the Castle and its 
Chapel in the perfection of their beauty, tde 
latter of which he describes as, — 

**8o brnvdy wroqgbt, so fiiyre and finely fiani'd. 

That to worid'8 end, the beantie may endure. 

About the same, are annea in coloun sitch. 

As few can shewe. In any soyto or place : 

Which truely shewes, the armes. tba blood and lace 

Of sondrie kings, but cbeeily noble men. 

That here in proae, I will set out with pen.** 

All that follow aie the armes of Princes and Noblemen. 

Sir Walter Lacie was the first owner of Lndloe Csstle whose 
armes are there, and so followcs the rest by order as yon may leade. 

Jefiiey Oenyuile, did match with Lacie. 
Roger Blortymer, the fiiat £arle of Hareby, an Earle of agifat 
house, matcht with Oenyuile. 
Leonell, Duke of Ciaienoe, joined with Ulster in aimes. 
JBdmond, Earie of Marchy, matcht with Clarence. 
Richard, Baik of Cambridge, matcht with the Barle oTBfarohy. 
Richard, Duke of Yorke, matcht with Westmerland* 
Edward the fourth, matcht with Wodvile of Riven. 
Henry the seventh, matcht with Elisabeth right heive of England. 
Henry the eight, matcht with the Bferqacse of Psnbroke. 



These are the neatest first to be named that are satontwortbe. 
ly as they were or dignity and birth. 

Nowfolloweatheicstof Uioae tiiaft were I<«nl Pkeiident^ and 
others whose armes are in the same Chappell. 

William Smith* Bishop of Lincolne, waathe first Loid IVesident 
of Wales, in Prince Arthur's daiea. 

Jeffkey Bly the, Bishop of Coventrie and Lttchfield, Lord President 

Rowland Lee, Bidiop of Covevtrie and Litchfield, Lord President. 

John Barman; Bi Aion of Exeter, Lord President. 

Richard Sampson, Kabop of Litchfield and Coventrie, Lord 
Presidiuit. 
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John Didley, Bnle of Warwick, (alter Dake of NorthambcilaBa) 
Loid Ftaiideut. 
Sir William HariMtt. (after Eaile of Penbfoke) Lnd Preaideiit. 
Nicholas Heath, Biabop of Woiceater, Lord Frerident. 
Sir WilUam Haxbeit, once againe Lofd President. 
Gilbert Bourne, Bishop of Bathe and Welles, Lord Pceiident 
Lord Williams of Tune, Lord Fresldcnt 
Sir Harry Sidney, Lord President. 
Sir Andrew Corbret, knight, Vioepiarident. 

There are two blanks left without amies. 

Sir Thomas IMnham, knight, is mentioned there to doe some 
great good act. 

John Sconr, Bidiop of Hartford. 

Nicholas Bullinghain. Bishop of Worcester. 

Nicholas Robinson, Bishop of Bangore. 

Richard Daviea, Bishop of Saint Davies. 

Thomas Daries, Bishop of ^aiut Assaph. 

Sir James Crofts, kuiglit, controller. 

Sir John Throgmorton, knight, Joatica of CSiester and the three 
shieres of Eastwales. 

Sir Hugh Cholmley, knight. 

Sir Nicholas Arnold, knight. 

Sir George Bromley, knight, and Justice of the three shieres in 
Wales. 

William Gerrard, Lord Chaoncellor of Ireland, and Justice of 
 the three shieres in Southwales. 

Charles Fox, esquier and secretorie. 

EUice Price, Doctor of the Lawe. 

Edwud Leigfaton, esquier. 

Richard SelM»me, esonier. 

Richard Pates, eaquter. 

Rafe Baiton, oquter. 
. George Phetyplace, es<iuier. 

William Leighton, esquier. 

Myles Sands, esquier. 

The armes of all these afore spoken of are gallantly and cunning- 
ly set out in the chappell. 

From an inventory of the goods found in 
Ludlow Castle, bearing date 1708, the eleventh 
year of the reign of Queen Anne, we learn that 
about forty rooms were found entire at that pe- 
riod. Among these were the hall, council 
chamber. Lord President's, and my Lady* 
withdrawing rooms ; the Steward's room, great 
dining room^ chief Justice's room, second 

Judge's 



>i 
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Judge's room, Prince Artlinr's room. Captain's 
apartments, &c. also the kitchen, .brewhouse, 
&c, and as in this inventory a table and altar 
are stated to have been found in the Qiapel, 
we may presume the choir wa9 at that time re- 
maining. 

The progressive stages of ruin to which this 
noble edifice was doomed to fall, may be dis- 
tinguished in the accounts of travellers who 
visited it at various periods. In the account 
prefixed to Buck's Antiquities, published in 
1774, it is observed, that many of the royal 
apartments were entire, and the sword of state, 
with the velvet hangings were preserved. An ex« 
tract from a tour through Great Britain, quoted 
by Grose, as a just and accurate account of the 
Castle, represents the Chapel as having abuh* 
dance of coats of arms upop the pannels, and. 
the hall as decorated with the same kind of or> 
naments, together with lances, spears, fire- 
locks and old armour. Dr. Todd, in his learned 
edition^of Comus, says, a gentleman who visi- 
ted the Castle in 1768 has acquainted me that 
the floor of the great council chamber was 
then pretty entire, as was the staircase. The 
covered steps leading to the Chapel were remain- 
ing, but the covering of the Chapel was fallen ; 
yet the arms of some of the Lords Presidents 
y^^te Visible. In the great council chamber was 

inscribed 
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iDflCfibed on the wafl a sentence tram 1 Samnef » 
Ghapter 12, Vene 3 ; all which aie now wfaoUy 
gone. 

Soon after the accession of Georgpe L an or- 
der is said to have come down fiv nnroofing the 
buildings, and stripping them of th^ lead. 
Decay, of course, soon ensued. Many of the 
panneb, bearing the arms of the Lords Presi* 
dents, were conyerted into wainscotting for a 
public house in the Town, a former owner of 
which enriched himsdf by the sale of materials 
clandestinely taken away. There remains, also, 
^ richly embroidered carpet hung up in the 
chancel .of St. Lawrence's churchy said to be 
part of the covering of the council board. 

Hie Earl of Powb, who previously held the 
Castle in virtue of a long lease, acquired the 
reversion in fee, by purchase from the crown, 
in the year 1811. 

From the time that some fixed mode of build- 
ing was established, it is not difficult to ascer- 
tain the periodical changes which have succeed- 
ed, yet there may well be supposed intermediate 
times wherein the former mode is found more or 
less mixed with that which has not become 
exclusively adopted. Writers learned in these 
studies, have, with great labour of research, en- 
deavoured to collect from accounts darkly tra- 
ced by the historian and the antiquary, the 

periods 
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periods in which the various modes ci architeo* 
ture fomid in ancient bnildiagB, have snooeeded 
each other: these have been arranged under 
four general heads or periods. 

In the FIRST PERIOD, early Nommn archi- 
tecture flourished till • 1100, up to the time of 
Henry I. The keep of this Castle is to be re- 
ferred to this period, having the general cha^ 
racteristics of the buildings erected by the 
first Norman Barons, towering height, massive 
strength, embattled turrets, &c. The round 
tower of the Chapel, is classed with the four 
specimens of .this mode, found at the Temple 
Church, London ; St< Sepulchre's, Cambridge ; 
and the round churches of Northampton, and 
Maplested. Sacred edifices of this description 
which are apparently copied firom the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem, are said to have 
been first erected in England about the time of 
the first Crusade, soon after the millenary year 
of the christian aera, and must of course be refer* 
red to the first period. 

The SECOND PERIOD, commencing with 
Henry I. in 1100, is extended to the time of 
Henry HI. 1260, 

The THIRD PERIOD, includes part of Henry 
in. with.the three first Edwards, to Henry IV» 
from 1250 to 1400. The whole range of builds 
lugs on the north side of the couxt, coasistinf 

of 
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of two great square towers^ cowKCted by a cuf « 
taiiiy in which are the hall and rooma of state^ 
jue attrihnted to the middle of this period ;. 
having fharp pointed ajrches, d^cate ribbed 
mouldingSy &c« The offices and ramparts were 
also erected in tlus pmod. . 

In the FOURTH pbbiob horn 1400 to 1000, 
will be inclnded the modern additions and re- 
pairs: ofthese, sirane chimney pieces and arch- 
es, with several windows in the keep, and a 
flar arched door within a square inserted in it, 
as a new and more airy entrance to the dungeon, 
may be refened to the fifteenth century. The 
ornamented remainsof a small door to a stair-* 
case in the interior gatehouse, may be , assigned 
to the time of Prince Arthur^s residence, and 
the gate with it*s adjoining rooms,, are of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, as are abo the stables in the 
exterior court. 

The Casde, in the approach to it frpm differ- 
ent parts of MThitecliff hill, has a grand and im- 
posing aspect ; it is also seen to advantage from 
the road to Oakley Park; from various other 
positions the effect is truly grand, and in some 
points of view the towers are richly clustered, 
with the. largest in the centre. 

The opening toward the. north displays .the 
wmdings of the Teme, with the mansion <^ 
Qakky Park, half hid by trees ; and is termir 

nated 
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nated with a bold outiiney fonaed by the Clee 
Hills, Caer Caradoc, and other hills near Stret- 
ton. The more confined view towards the west 
exhibits a bold eminence, partly clothed with 
wood, the rocks of Whitecliflf with the rapid 
stream at their base, and in short a full union 
of those features in rural scenery which consti- 
tute the picturesque. The loveliness of nature 
is heightened by contrast with the venerable 
grey towers of the Castle, and the effect of the 
whole is calculated at once to awaken the en- 
thusiasm of fancy, and to diffuse the calm of 
contemplation. 

Inspired by a survey of these interesting 
objects, various poetical effusions have appear- 
ed ; among which the following is of a supe- 
rior character. 

ODE TO LUDLOW CASTLE. 

** Proud pile that rear'st^ thy hoary head» 
In ruin vast, in silence dmid. 

O'er Teme's luxuriant rale, 
Tliy moM-grown faalla, thy preclncta drear, 
To muaimgr Fancy** pensive car, 

Unfold a vaned tale. 

When tenror stalked the prostrate land 
With savage Cambria's ruthless band. 

Beneath thy frowning shade. 
Mixed with the graaecs ot the phun; ' 
The plundered, helpless peasant train. 

In sacred ward were laid. 

From yon high tower the archer drew 
With steady hand the stubborn yew. 

While, fierce in martial state, 
The maika host in long anay, 
With crested helms and banners gay, 

Burst fkom the thundering gate. 
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Irnhmfkriimm, bow brigbtl j blMed 
Tbe benth wifli ponderous bOJets raised, 

Hinr mac the vaidtat ballii, 
Ifhen niok*d the fant, wbeo caie «u diowa'd, 
Vhf Mfi —d locial gfac wmt nmad. 

Where now the ivy crawls. 

*Tii put! the Mucher'c pnnceij court. 
Hie ftreofth of war, the giy icaoit, 

la OKMdd'riii; fifeiioe aeeps; 
Aad o^er the oolitery eceoe, 
Wkde ntaie hangi her gailuids green, 

Neglectal MoBoiy 



The mute too weeps: in hallowed hoar 
Heie SKied Milton own'd her power. 

And woke to nobler song; 
The wi2ard*s balBed wiles esrayed, 
Heie fir»t the pore angelic maid 

Subdncd th>n iapiui ed throng. 

Bvtsee! beneath yon shattered roof 
What mooldy cavern, son-beam proof. 

With month iniections vawns? 
O! sight of dread! O! mthlemdoom? 
On that deep dangeon's solid g^oom 

Nor hope nor day light dawns. 

Yet then at midnight*^ deepkm hour. 
While bolsterons serds shook the tower. 

Bedewed with damps, forlorn. 
The wanrior captive piowd the irtones, 
And lonely breathed unheeded moans. 

Despairing of the morn. 

That too is past ; nnsparing Time, 
Stem miner of the tower sofalime, 

It*s night of ages broke. 
Freedom and peace with radiant smile 
Now carol o*er the dungeon vile 

That comb'rons ruins choke. 

Proud mlie of the mighty dead ! 

Be mine with shuddenng awe to tread 

Thy lOoAcas, weedv hall, 
And madi wftii fiitncy's kindling eye. 
The steel-clad ages gliding by 

Thy fendal pomp recal. 

Peace to fhy stem henric age ! 
Nor stroke of wild unhallowed rage 

Aksail thy tottering form f 
We iov& when smiles retoniing day. 
In cloudy distance to survey 

The remnant of the storm. 



From the *<Athenflnnn,** VoL t. 
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Beginning out perambulation of the town 
from the north front of the Castle, we pass on 
eastward in a line with the town wall, which 
remains here, nearly entire, serving as a foun- 
dation for garden walb, continued almost to the 
Church, Not far trom Uie north-east corner of 
the Castle, tradition aaya there has formerly 
been a Priory, and some writers describe vesti- 
ges of the chapel belonging to it i but these ac- 
counts are doubtfol. 

We enter the Churcb-yard, where the gate 
called Unney gate formerly stood. This name 
it either receives from, or gives to, the lane into 
which it opens ; which lane leads circnitonsty 
into the lower part of Corve Street. 
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A literary gentleman of Ludlow is of 
opinion that the name Linney has arose from 
this lane having been^ the way to the chapel 
of Saint Leonard, deriving the term ety- 
mologically, Leonard, Lenney, Linney: but 
it is altogether as probable that the name has 
been given in the British aera of Ludlow, from 
Llan-llheney, the place, or receptacle of monks, 
or learned men. 

' The Church of Ludlow stands in the highest 
part of the town, and is a stately and very spa- 
dious structure, in the form of a cross, with a 
lofty and well^adomed tower in the centre, in 
which is a melodious peal of eight bells. The 
principal entrance from the town is by a large 
hexagonal porch. The nave is divided from the 
aisles by six lofty pointed arches on each side, 
springing from light clu3tered pillars, each con- 
sisting of four taper shafts, with the intermedi- 
ate spaces hollowed. Above them is a clere- 
story, with a range of heavy unpleasing windows. 
The great western window is entirely modem- 
bed and its richly ornamented mullions destroy- 
ed. The four great arches under the tower are 
remarkably bold : beneath the eastern arch is 
the choral rood loft, the lower part of which is 
embellished with open carved work, but upon 
it has been erected a modem gallery. Above 
which stands a large and very fine-toned oi^an, 

given 
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given by Henry Arthur Earl of Powis, in the 
year 1764 ; it cost £1000. A set of Chimes 
was put up at the expense of the Parish, in 
the year 1796, to play seven tunes for the re- 
spectiTe days of the week, namely, 104th. 
Psalm; Conquering Hero; Highland Laddie; 
Innocence; Rule Britannia ; Life let us cherish ; 
Britons strike home. 

The choir is spacious, and lighted by five 
lofty pointed windows on each side, and one of 
much larger dimensions at the east end, which 
occupies the whole breadth, and nearly 
the whole height of this part of the build- 
ing. This great window is entirely filled 
with painted glass, though not of rich colour- 
ing, representing chiefly the legend of St. Law- 
rence, the patron saint of the Church. - In the 
side windows, are also large remains of stained 
glass, principally figures of Saints, of richer co- 
louring than those of the eastern window. The 
oak stalls are still perfect, but injudiciously 
davhed over with paint. 

On each side of the choir is a chantry chapel, 
and at the north transept is a square building 
called fletcher's chancel, on the top of which is 
an arrow. It is a probable conjecture, that 
this erection has been for the use of a company 
of arrow-makers or fletchers, (as they were an- 
ciently denominated) who are supposed to have 

held 
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held their meetings here, and to have kept their 
books and records in the recess at the north* 
east comer of the building. 

In the windows of the north chancel ( caUed 
St. John*s chapel) are paintings representing 
the history of die Apostles, and also very splen-* 
did remnants of stained glass portraying the 
story of the ring presented by some Pilgrims to 
Edward the Confessor, who as the Chronicles re- 
late, ''was warned of hys death certain dayes 
before hee dyed, by a ring that was brought to 
him by certain Pilgrimes conmiing from Hieru- 
salem, which ring hee hadde secretly given to a 
poore man that asked hys charitie in the nt^me 
of God and sainte John the Evangelist," These 
Pilgrims, as the legend recites, were men of 
Ludlow. 

The whole of this noble parish Church is 
ceiled with fine oak, and embellished with car- 
ving. The extreme length from east to west is 
203 feet, of which the nave is 03, the space un- 
der the tower 30, and the ch<Hr 80* The breadth 
of the nave and aisles is 62 feet ; the transept 
measures 130 feet; and the breadth of the 
choir is 22 feet. The Tower rises 131 feet, 
and forming a prominent object, gives consid- 
erable beauty to many prospects from the neigh- 
bouring country. It is quadrangular, and , the 
upp«r part near the battlements ^as originally 

adorned 
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tlbmed with UgUj finiflhed statues of saints, 
See. These were deemed by (Niver Cromwdl's 
oficersy when they were possessed of this 
town, saperflttous and ineligioiis, and were ac- 
ccordingly either much mutttated or entirely de- 
stroyed. Numerous similar works in Tarlous 
parts of the Church suffered the same fiite. 

Ldand and other old au&ors notice this 
churchy as being superior to any in this part' 
of the country ; it is indeed of contemporary 
erection* The pure architecture of Uie four- 
teenth and fifteenth centuries, and practised by 
the immortal Wykeham, in the nave of Wm- 
chester, and at New College, Oxford. 

It will grieve the lover of elaborate mon- 
umental sculpture, so prevalent in the last 
century but one, to see the mutilation which 
the highly finished effigies in white marble, 
of Judge Bridgeman and his lady, have under- 
gone. These recumbent figures are in a style 
of execution superior to that of Nicholas 
Stoae> who does not particulaiiEe tUs mtak in 
his catabgoe preserved by Vertoe, and given 
by Mr. Walpole. From die very minute resem- 
blance to portraits by Vandyke, it may be pre- 
sumed that they were finished, as those men- 
tioned in the Cathedral at Gloucester, by the 
ingenious Francisco Fanellii who was much em- 
ployed 
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fdoyed in England dncing the reign of Cfaarie* I; 

The spirit of the ancient leligion particularly 
enjoined the practice of ^'Almose dedes," and 
sanctified the memory of the dead who had dis- 
tinguished thonselves as the benefactors of man- 
kind and friends of the poor : hence we yet ^nd 
in most of the ancient churches^ carefuUy-pre- 
sdrved records of the charitable donations of 
c^ulent iadiridualsy who hoped so to raise for 
themselves a lasting monument in the gratitude 
of posterity. Many of these records are to 
be seen here, but many of the more ancient 
and important are now destroyed, and which 
through inattention would be totally forgot- 
ten, were it not that we find in ancient authors 
notices of their former existence. 

Leland says ^*I noted these graves of men of 
fame in Ludlow Church. Beauvie, or Beaufirie, 
sometime Cofferer to king Edward the fourth. 
Cokkis, a gentleman servitor to Prince Arthur. 
Dr. Denton, Master of St/' John's, in Ludlow. 
Snliaid, Justice of ihe Marches of Wales;' 
Hosyer, a Merchant :" and Churchyard speaks 
of ''Ludke" as— 



"a towne of noble fame. 



Where monamenti are found in anncient guiae; 
Where Ungs and queens, in pompe did long abyde, ' 
And where God plcaade that good Fkince Attbur dj^d^** 

He also briefly particukrises the memorial 
inscriptions in the Churchy in the following 
lines ; — 
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•<WUliiatheqMit,tlMi«ltftIiidi«1iijd ' 

In tomb niott ricb, the top of fidre toochftone : 

There m beetow'd in honour of this meyd, 

Gnet cost and rhtrge, the tnieth may weli be kjiowue. 

7or M the tomb is bnilt in snmptuoiu sniiae» 

80 to the Mune, a clotet feyre ia wroHgfat, 

When krda may ait in atotely solemn wise, 

As though it were a fine derice of thought 

To bmntifte both tombe and every part 

Of that fkyre worke, that there to made by arte. 

iiCunst that tombe, fall on the other side, 
A\niffht doth lye, that justice Townesheud bight: 
Hto wife Ukewise, so soone as that she dyed, 
Inthis rich tombe, wasburyed by this fcnlghtt ' 
Andtmethtotell, Dame Alice was her name. 
An hdra Indeede, that brou^t both wealth andland, 
And as world sayth, a wortbie vertnoos dame, 
Whoas suneieBt armes, in colonn there doth stand t 
And many move, whose armes I do not knowe 
Unto this knight are joined all a rowe. 



1ib» ehnrch, a channtrie ehappel standi 
Where Hosier lyes, a man that did much good : 
Bestowe*d great wealth, and gsTe thereto some hmds^ 
And helpt poore soules that in uecessitie stood. 
As many men. are bent to win good will 
By some good tume that they may freely showe : 
80 Hosiers hands and head were wotUng stiU, 
For those he did, in det or daunger knowe. 
Be smird to see, a bsggar at hto doors : 
For all his joye wss to leleeve the poore. 

Another man whose name was Cookes for troth, 
like Hotter was, in all good gifts of Grace. 
Thto Cookes did give, great lands and livings both; 
For tn maintaine  channtrie in that place. 
A yeerely dole, and monthly almes likewise 
Be otifaum*d there, which now the poore do mto : 
flto wife and he, within that chap^ lyre. 
Where yet fUlplaine, the channtne standing to > 
Some other things of note there nay yon see 
Within that Choreh, mt tonchfed BOW by 



Tet Bewpy mnst be nam*d, good reason why. 
For lie beitowed great cbaige before he dyde. 
To helpe poore men, and now hto bones do lie 
Fall nere the font, upon the foremost side. 
Thus in ^Qie datoa, tb« poore wtie fookt nntov 
The rich were glad to fling their wealth away : 
80 thattheir alints, the poors some good mlgbtdor 
In More men's box who'^doth hto tressure lay, 
ShOl And agiin, ten fold for one he IsaviB t 
Or else my hope and knowledge mee deceins.** 



i 



Among the momimeiital iDScriptionB ate the 
following; — 
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J Older «niw CSwUi; Lsid. . ._...^ ^ „ 

te to Um frmoof IMw of MofthnibaM vho dyed IB 
love CMteU jetted of FcbraHieU74. 

Bene liedi the bodjcf of 8jr RolMrt 

CUcf Jartaee <if the C^OHcUm the M 

CLaUr; aad Dkne Alice In wyfe^IkNiclrteraad one of tlie 
hcfice of RobcfC Povye, EMpriie, wtioe bad bet vrne thca 
twoo, lai cbyldic^ VI raaes od VI doasbtai lewfUi, 




BeewWefbebodkeof Ed«mid Walter, Emrier. driefc 
Iv9ticeortbreediienia8ovtbWalef» aaduiieofBii Meics- 
tie^iqpvMiUiBtbelfaebcsofWaks; aadof MvybbvSfe. 
dmrsl>ter<^ThoBai Beckhrit, of Eytob, EMvier/vbo Q 
kefetbiceiOMMii, uaed LuMt, Mib^ and Eilvaid, and two 
davKbten. named MaiyaadDorotby. fie m bvried the W 
day of IsBfarie, Anno Dni. 190S* 

Beie hreth expectmee a iosrlvll Rcsmectioii, the body of 
5"^ 'rS ¥^' *!** T»*^ **'.'^»«** HoiL Rainhe Lonl Ewe, 
BeroBof Heltoii. Loid Pkcsident of the PHncipallitie aiMt 
Maichct of Walci, and Leiretetiantoftheaame, and Uteu b. 
ter of 8r. John Dawney, of SeaKy, in the Conity of ToAe. 
Knifiht She departed thys mortall lyfe the 19th day of 
Haiai, Anno Oommi 101^ aetatis svae m. 

In Memory of Tbeophilos Salwey, Eaq. who was the eldest 
oon of Edwaid Salwey, Esq. a younger son of Maj<v Rkhaid 
flolwey, who in the last centniy sacrific'd all and evoy thing 
in bis power in support of Pobne Liberty, and in onnaition 
to Afbitcaiy Power. The said TbeophUns Salweynimied 
■Huy tbelMwhter and Beiieai of Robert Dnnct, of Wal- 
thamstow in the County of Eskx, Em. bat left no issne br 
her. Obut tbeSMhofApril, 174M^ctat01. ' 

Pro Rege soepe: pio Repnblica semper. 

8acmn Memoriae Dni Johannis Brjdfemui, Miiitiab 8cr- 
nientisad l^gemct eapitelis Jostkiar^, CaMm, Qoi Mvdmo 
omnimn Bononim Maoore, (com 79 aanoa Tiximrt) Mb Fete. 
amioltfM. Pie Phcideq animam deo reddldft 

Pnacitca Yzor mntiMiiBa pomnit. 



TheheadDf Sir John Bridgenum's tomb was 
opened in I8O69 (on sinking a grave for the 
body of Mrs. Turner) when the hair of both Sir 
John and his Lady was found perfectly entire; 
the coffins mouldered. on exposure to the «ir. " 
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Revereie manes iDclytot 

Edratdi Va^ui, e Tramooed Am. 

Johannia Vaveban, Equitia Herois, 

HoBfcdiaex Traduce, 

Proin patris magn * ad instar, 

Per onm^geiw literatone, five academics, nve fMenrii^ 

Spatia 

Uuetemimt ^ a poeroeoiiteiuUt ; 

Vt priucipi et jntriae 

EgWie inserviret; 

Qaod felkiter aasecutns eat, 

Vtriq; STBtus et amabilia, 

£t 8p^;tat{aiimiia ciris 

In ipia tempoium 

Virtijincj 

y t lefas hie condi quern aatiqal dizere 

Yimm cnbicuia 

Et dmniun. 

Taliatantniq; flentibus ettam inimicls, 

Oommorientibus pcene amicla 

Ipae aolo Ixto et lubente, 

Receptna eat 

In Beatoraia pairiam. 

Anno S ^^^ MDCLXXXIV. 

i JEtaltiM «DC 4B. 

Cbi^nfl paientiq ; dealdentiiiino 

Vidua com liberis, 

Perpetim Vagaa 

Hoc mortak monumentiim 

P 

Ipae albi fmmortale epitaphii 



The time of the buihltng of this Church is not 
lecorded, but from an attentive survey of its ar- 
ehitecture it is supposed to have been ejeurly in 
the sixteenth century ; and writers living in that, 
Qr the following age, speak of it as newly brought 
to a state of perfection by the society who raised 
and supported it. ''This Church,'' (says Le- 
knd) "htui been much advanced by a Brother- 
hood therein fmrnAd in the name of St. John 
the Evangelist, the original whereof was (an th«e 
people say tlim)in the time of Edward the Con- 
fessor, 
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feasor, and it is cbnstantly affirmed there, that 
the Pilgrims that brought the ring from St. John 
the Evangelist to King Edward, were the in- 
habitants of Ludlow.'' If we give to this auth- 
or all the credit which his writings have gene- 
rally been allowed to merit, we must believe, 
that some time at least, previous to the fourth 
Edward, a sacred edifice stood here of sufficient 
importance to be the depository of the moulder- 
ing remains of the great; as appears from In- 
land's account of the monuments of " men of 
fame," to be seen here in his time, particularly 
that of Edward's Cofferer of the Household ; an 
Officer formerly of the first importance. 

We are sanctioned therefore in the presump- 
tion, that the present fabric has, from an 
older foundation, been gradually advanced to 
perfection by the ancient fraternity of Pdm- 
ers, who have always been found attached to it, 
as far as the history of either can be distinctly 
traced : the remnants of painted glass, in the 
eastern window, of the north chancel, distin- 
guished from the other paintings by richer 
colouring and superior execution, seems to fa- 
vour this opinion. 

This Church, though it never was, iitrictly 
speaking, collegiate, po^sess^d a chantry often 
I^ests, supported by the Palmers, which gave 
to its choral service the sploidour of a Cathedral. 

The 
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The outward circumference of the Church is 
323 yards, and that of the Church-yard 327. 

In the King's books, the living of Ludlow is 
valued at £19 12s. 6d. And this estimate 
being under £20 it is consequently at the dis- 
posal of the Lord Chancellor. It is a Rectory, 
and its present value is said to be £200 per 
annum. There is a Reader and Lecturer, whose 
salaries are paid partly by the Corporation and 
partly by the Parish. It is in the Bishoprick 
of Hereford, and Ludlow is the capital of thi» 
division of the Diocese. 

. The Visitations, or Ecclesiastical Courts, are 
held twice a year, generally in May and Oc- 
tober, for proving wills, granting letters of ad* 
ministration, &c. The Proctors reside at 
Hereford. Four. Apparitors officiate, who re- 
side at Ludlow.. 

Only part of the pews in the Church are 
the hereditary property of the parishioners, 
these are transferable, either during a residence 
in the parish, or for one or more lives. Those 
denominated freehold are saleable at any time, 
a proper entry being made in the parish book; 
The sale of vacant, or forfeited, pews, amount 
to a general average of £60 yearly. 

Near the Church-yard is 

THE 
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THE ALMSHOUSE. 
It u a neat and handsome structure^ con- 
taining thirty-three very comfortable apartments. 
It was founded by Mr. John Hosyer, a Mer- 
chant, in the year I486, but being much dama- 
ged during so long a period of time, was rebuilt 
in the year 1758, at the expense of the Corpo- 
ration. 

This Almshouse, originally erected and en- 
dowed by Mr. Hosyer, seems to have been, by 
him devised, to the ancient fraternity of the 
Palmers, with property for its support. It is 
described in the Particular of the Guild Estate, 
as ''an Almshouse to the Guild appertaining, 
with 33 chambers therein, inhabited by poor 
people, according to the foundation and ordi- 
nance of Mr. John Hosyer, to every of which ' 
poor people, is weekly allowed 4d. according to 
the same ordinance;" but nothing further is 
discoverable respecting its origin or its founder. 
The present substantial erection cost £1211 18s. 
2id. and is kept in very good repair, at the 
average charge of £10 a year. A new iron rail- 
ing has lately been put up in front, which cost 
£70. 

Over the door, and under the arms of the 
town, is the following inscription. 



thb coLttaE. 



MuniHeentii JohMmij Hcajcr, Mnntorii. 
AlOBMliUi MCCOCLXXXVI, pnolta 



PuperaB ncntlawn ; ab Ipita im^m 

FuidBMalu pnpriw Hmplibu. 
~ - int, Ampliuiut, Oouiiu. 
BunnKLct Cr "— 



The weekly allowance of fourpence to each of 
the inmatoH was deemed liberal at the period of 
iti commescement ; bat the gradual all«alion 
in tbe value of property and the necesiaries of' 
life, has iadaced the Corporation to make a 
ToJuntary advancement ou the sum allowed, 
which is now two shilUngg and sixpence weekly 
to each. Adjoining this building is 

THE COLLEGET 
lite old Mansion House of the Iratenity of 



146 HISTORY OF X^UDLOW: 

the Palmers, now divided into several tenemeiits 
and let out on a lease. The extensive posses- 
sions formerly belonging to this association, 
forms not only the ground-work and permanent 
support of th^ most important charities estab- 
lished in Ludlow, but from this original also, 
first arose ttie surplus property of the Corpora- 
tion. The arduous struggle between Priestly 
and Kingly domiQation, ending i^t last in the sub- 
version of the former by that unconscientious 
monarch Henry VIII, the property of the church, 
and even of private religious associations, were 
left entirely exposed to his rapacity. Under 
these circumstances of apprehended danger, the 
Palmer's Guild agreed to surrender their property , 
to the King, on a promised condition, that the 
property so surrendered should be returned to 
the town of Ludlow, to support its old religious 
and charitable establishments, sanctioned by 
the crown : though Uiis purpose was not effect- 
ed during Henry's reign, yet in the beginning of 
that of his successor, the society was dissolved, 
and the property given up. Upon which the 
king is said to have been induced, "by the 
supplications of the Bailiffs, Burgesses, and 
Commonalty," to return the surrendered proper- 
ty, with an injunction that it should in part be 
applied to support the old religious and chari- 
table establishments. Hence in 1552, ^'King 

Edward 
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^urardVI. granted to Uise Bailiffs* Burgesses, 
^ttd Commonalty of Ludlow, tbe College House, 
belonging originally to the Palmer's Guild of 
^he Blessed Virgin Mary, with ofl the lands, 
messuages, &g. belonging to the said Guild.'' 
Part of the issues and profits of the said pre- 
mises to be appropriated to the purpose of sup- 
porting the Grammar School of Ludlow, to be 
kept by one Master and one Usher : and also 
out of the profits of the said premises, to be 
supported, thirty-three poor indigent persons of 
Ludlow, giving to- each of them four-pence a 
week, and one chamber for each to live m. It 
was ordered also that one discreet, able and fit 
person, learned in holy writ, a man famous for 
innocence and integrity of life, should be, and 
be called, the Preacher ; and also another able 
and fit peirson be, and be called. Assistant to 
the Rector of Ludlow. The salaries of both to 
be paid out of the issues of the said premises. 
The Bailiffs, Burgesses, &c. of Ludlow, at 
their own proper cost to support the above- 
named charitable and pious institutions, and 
also pay to the Jking eight pounds thirteen shil- 
lings and four-pence yearly. 

PREACHER AND ASSISTANT. 

The Preacher is now called the Lecturer, ap- 
pointed by the Corporation, and receives year- 
ly, £26 13s. 4d. with a house which is let for 
K £20 
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£20 a year^ his duty consists in preaching 
a sermon every Sunday evening. The Lecturer 
also receives £4 88. annually out of Mr. Wal* 
ter*s Charity. The Assistant to the Rector, 
now called the Reader, receives from the Cor*- 
poration £85 a year, and has a house which 
lets for £15, making the whole income £100 a 
year. The duties of his office are to read pray« 
ers twice on Sundays and once on other days. 

THE ORGANIST 

of the Church formerly received £4, and is 
now paid 80 guineas a year ; out of which the 
Blower has 80 shillings. The Warden of the 
Guild had formerly £2 6s. 8d. The Collector 
of the rents £5, and the Auditor £2 18s. 4d. 
The Warden is now called the Chamherlain and 
has £10 a year, the Collector has <£40y and 
the expense of an Audit is «£d 17s. 6d. 

The other Charities, which contribute to the 
support of the poor people in the Almshouse, 
&c. are the following : — 

* WALTER'S CHARITY. 

James Walter, Esq. left by will dated 26th. 
February, 1624, 10/. to be paid annually to the 
poor in the Almshouse, and 10/. to be bestow- 
ed yearly on the Parson and Preacher, towards 
their maintenance. 

tomlyne's charity. 
The yearly amount of this donation made in 

1652, 



1652^ is stated to have heetk ^fas Ss. 8d. des- 
oribed as one tent* ^d deiiigned foi? ike beaefit 
a«d rdfef of tbe poor of tiie town of' l^dl^w i 
but no account can b^ foiind of tbe m^ioi^tioa 
of this money till the year VKW, isk which year 
there is an entry in the Corporation ledger, of 
the date of February 23, by which it is ordered 
thai JSM per annum should be secured to the 
trustees of the charity school, out of the tolk 
of the market ; and it is declared, that the said 
aol. together with the sum of ^8/. 12s, lately 
appropriated, and then paid by the Town-renter 
for the use of the Almshouse* was in full satis- 
Motion of Mr. Tomlyne's Charity. 20/. per 
luumm has since oontiiiued to b^ paid to the 
charity school, or to the national school, with 
which it is combined. The remaimng 13/. 
0s. 8d. is considered as forming part of the 
weekly payments to the Alms-pe<^. 

CANDLANB*S GHARITY. 

Thomas Candland, by will dated 15th. April 
1617, left 2Qs. to be paid annually to the po«r 
of the Almshouse, or the poor of Lndlow, as the 
Bailiffs for the time being may see cause : this 
money is regularly paid, by the proprietor of 
Candland's house in Draper*s Row, at the head 
of Pepper Lane. It is received by the Usher 
Beadle and distributed among the thirty-^thsee 
residents in Hosyer*s Almshouse. 
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• archer's charity : 

is also 20s. annually^ which is received on 
Good Friday from the proprietor of Sutton's 
Close, in the parish of St. LaWrence^ and dis- 
tributed in the same manner as the last-men- 
tioned charity. 

SUSAN gay's charity. 

This contribution amounts to 61. annually 
received from the Old Bank, and is given to the 
inmates of Hosyer's, and the Corve Street Alms- 
houses 4 This annuity is commonly called Plu- 
'mer's Money. 

MORGAN LLOYD'S MONEY. 

This charity amounting to 13s. 4d. is annual- 
ly received at Dinham House and divided among 
the inmates of Hosyer's foundation. > 

MARY BEETENSON*S CHARITY 

is an annuity of 2/. 13s. 8d. half-yearly , divided 
among the thirty- three Alms-people. 

ANN smith's charity 

amounts annually to 2/. 10s. 3d. paid by the 
Usher Beadle to the poor in shares. 

SUSANNAH smith's CHARITY 

of 100/. is invested in Navy 5 per cents, and 
the interest given half-yearly to the Alms-people. 
These small payments amount annually to 
12s. 5}d. for each of the Alms-people ; and ad- 
ded to the weekly pay of 28. 6d. from the Cor- 
poration, nytkes the yearly income of each 
• aauNiiit lo it, 28. 5id. 
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• Variou9 other charitable donatums and be-, 
quests, some of which are inscribed on boards ^ 
in the Churchy are included in the following. 

LANE*S CHARITY. 

Thomas Lane by a codicil to his will, 19th. of 
June 1676» bequeathed closes of meadow and. 
pasture land, lying near the east side of Broad* 
Street, contiguous to Frog Lane, to be conveyed 
to feoffees and their heirs, in trust, the rents to 
be weekly disposed of to 12 poor widows, in 
bread or money. The land is estimated in the 
deed, at 3 acres and a half, but . at present 
measures only 1 acre 3 roods 34 perches, 
which variation cannot be accounted for. It is 
let in three divisions, to Mr. £. Smith one Btl4in 
<me to Mr. T, Smith at 6/. and one to Mr. T. 
Cook at 3/. 10s. all for terms of 21 years» from 
2nd. of February 1811, producing together 
23/. 10s. per. annum; which is applied, in the 
distribution of 12 ninepenny loaves, every mon- 
day morning to 12 poor widows and others ap-* 
pointed by the Bailiffs for life. No appointment 
of trustees haa taken place since 1745. The 
-charity is therefore,, in the management of the 
Corporation. 

PHILLIPS' . CHARITY. 

Evan Phiitips left money amounting to 32/. 
,or 34/, to purchase property, to supply an in- 
come for i^aritable distributicm to 12 poor de- 
cayed 
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eajed old ttai or woacs of tiie tamt of Lad- 
low, witli tlm MOBCj imd was pm^Mcd, inr- 
nieffy eaOed Giecft Liaiwy, mm kaowa by llie 
name of tbe Poor^s Cio«e, tented by Mr. W. 
Knsadl at 19/. a year, wfaidkaQpf^Ms diemcaas 
of tiif diatiibotkni made mdcr tiie doKnaiBatkNi 
of '^PfaaKpa' ChaiHy.*' 

ALDEKMAK DATIKS' CHAUTT. 

Aldermaa Kcbafd Davica by bis wifl, Aajput 
M, 1600, left 100/. to purcbaae lands, tbe in- 
come of wbidi abould be given to d^it poor 
widows. Wbat is become of tiua land, is not 
known; bntthe Corporation make an annual 
payment of 6/. to eight poor widows, which is 
called «' Alderman Dams' Camrity^ tbe wi- 
dows are appointed by the BaStlFs, andcontinne 
to receive tUs donation daring tlietr Uves. 

MRS. HANDFORD's CHARITT. 

Mrs. Eleanor Handford left SM. tbe interest 
to be given to ^e poor of Castle ^leet ward* 
Tbe Bailiffs distnbnte this interest money in 
half crowns on Good Friday annaally. 

LOKO'S CHARITY. 

ia the intefcst of 20/. givai annaaHy, bt Ml- 
lings, to twenty selected poor persons, of the 
parish of St. Lkwrence. 

MM. robinson'sp charity. 
Mrs. Robh»sii, the BMiop of LMdoA's hkdy, 
as die ia calM fa tiie duuri^ b^ok» beqasalbed 

100/. 
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100/. to the poor of Ludlow, the interest to be 
applied as follows ; viz. 60s. to the charity school^ 
and 50s. to twenty poor housekeepers, to be 
named by the Bailiffs and Rector, on St. John 
the Evangelist's day« Of this money no other 
account is found than this — that the 100/. was 
applied towards discharging a debt belonging 
to the Corporation, and a bond given for it. 
2/. 10s. the half of the interest is yearly distri* 
buted by the Bailiffs in half crowns, to twenty 
poor persoiis. The other half is supposed to 
have been given to the charity school. 

MBTRICKE*6 CHARITY, AND SIR TIMOTHY 
T0URNE|7R*S CHARITY. 

Thomas Meyricke, alderman of Ludlow, by 
his will, 18th. April, 1724, bequeathed to the 
Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commonalty, 40/. in 
trust, to be lent from time to time to four poor 
trade«nea, not beaiig ak^sellers, for three years, 
without interest, in sums of 10/* each, the Cor- 
poration taking proper security. 

Sir Timothy Tourneur, Knight, bis Majesty's 
sergeant at Law, by a testamentary paper, re* 
citing, that by God's Providence, Ludlow had 
been to him a special place of his practice and 
thriving in the world, he did upon that consid- 
eration bequeath 100/. to be lent to four young 
tradesmen, from three yeass to three years, in 
efual shares on sufficknt aecuiity. 

These 
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These benefactions are now united, and lent 
to four poor tradesmen in shares of £35 each, 

Thomas Meyricke also bequeathed to the Bai- 
liffs, Burgesses and Commonalty, £40, to be 
by them secured, to pay the charity schools in 
Ludlow, 40s. a year. These bequests of Mey- 
ricke and Tourneur, the evidence of which is 
contained in copies of the extracts entered in 
the old charity •books, complete the list of ex- 
isting charities under the management of the 
Corporation. 

GWILLIAMS' CHARITY. 

Richard Gwilliams, by his will, 1st October, 
1629, gave to the Parson of Ludlow, the Vicar 
of Leominster, and the Vicar of King's Capel, 
each £ 3 a year to be issuing out of all his mes- 
suages, lands, &c. in Herefordshire, to the intent 
that they should distribute 20s. thereof yearly to 
poor impotent persons of each of those places. 
The money for each of the above-mentioned 
places, is regularly received and distributed, 
but it does not appear that a proper investment 
was made according to the directions in the 
will of the founder. 

DR. SONNIBANK's CHARITY. 

Charles Sonnibank, D. D. by deed dated 
October 1635, bequeathed a reserve rent, 
out of Land at Hopesay, of £13 6at. 8d; 
granted to trustees in trust, to be given to ten 

poor 
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poor mdemn of Ludlow^ to be paid quarterly, 
at the Parsonage house in Ludlow, the Parson 
to retain 68. 8d. for his care in receiving it^ 
Thi» money is received and. distributed as di* 
rected ; by the Rector, or the Clerk as his 
agent. • 

horne's benefaction. 
In 1640, Robert Home gave by will to the 
Rector of the parish Church of St. Lawrence, 
for the time being, for ever, a rent charge of 
£10 per annum. This sum is received and paid 
as appointed. The Deeds are not in the hands 
of the Rector. 

MRS. HIGGINSON's CHARITY. 

Mrs. Jane Higginson of Doddington, in the 
parish of Whitchurch, by her will dated March 
15th, 1708, gave £5 per annum to five decayed 
tradesmen's widows, for keeping clean the 
chancel of the Church ; andsbe also gave to the 
Rector of Ludlow £5 a year. These donations 
are regularly paid. 

morgan's charity. 
- It is recorded on a tablet in the Church oi 
-St. Lawrence, bearing date 10th July, 1766, 
that the Rev. Richard Morgan, rector of Ciun- 
gunford, left to the Rector, Lecturer and Reader 
of this parish, for the time being, the sum of 
£140 m trust, to pay for the schooling of poor 
children. 

The 
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The present fiin4 derived from this bequest 
is lliO/. 3 per cent consols. How it came to 
be reduced to that sum is not discoverable. The 
dividends are now paid as a contribution to the 
national school. 

BLUE COAT CHARITY SCHOOL. 

There was an ancient charity school in Lud- 
hm, called the blue coat school, which has 
f<Mrmed the basis of a national school. It has 
been stated that 20/. a year should be secured 
to the trustees of this charity school, out of the 
tolls of the market, as forming part of Mr. 
Tomlyne's charity. The annual sum of 20/. was 
paid to the charity school till the 18th of Octo- 
ber, 1761, from which time various arrears of 
the Annuity accrued amounting in 1806 to the 
sum of 456/. This balance was expended in the 
purchase of a school house, in 1815. The pur- 
tjmse money of this house, with the charges of 
repairing and fitting it up, amounted to 600/. 13^. 
exceeding the amount of the arrears by 142/. 
13;. which was paid out of the Corporation 
funds. From the year 1806, the annuity of 20/. 
was paid to the charity school, till its combina- 
tion with the natioBal school ; since which time 
it has been paid to the treasurer of the national 
school, to whidi establishment all the fonds of 
the old school have been transferred. The in- 
terest of the bonds, amounting to 9/. .10#. per 

annum. 
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aABiutt* hM not been iMud» but i» retained by 
the Gorporatioa in liquidation irf* the debt incur* 
red of the 8cho<d house. The interest thus 
nstahied» amounted in October 1819, to 114/. 
which reduced the debt to 21/ : las. This 
house is now used for die female department of 
the national school, the boys* school being 
kept over the market cross. 

Of the origin of the old school no vestige can 
be discovered ; the children of that institution 
were clothed ; and accordingly clothing to the 
amount of 27/. a year is given to the children 
in the national school, chosen by the subscri- 
bers in rotation. These children are abo put 
out apprentice, with a premium of 3/. 

HOIXINOSWOBTH'S CHAniTY» AND KASfi'S 

CHABITT. 

Thomas Hollingsworth kft, by wiU, 28rd. 
February 1809, 60/. 4 per cent, bank annui- 
ties, the dividends of which to be laid out in 
good bread, and distributed at Christmas to 
poor widows of the parish of St. Lawrence. 

Richard Nash, by will dated May 16th. 1814, 
gave 100/» the interest of which is to be given a- 
mong the poor of the parish on Christmas day. 
With this legacy 100/. navy 6 per cent, stock was 
purchased. The dividends arising from these 
legacies, amounting to 7/. are given away in 
twopenny and sixpenny loaves» among the poor 

parishionces 
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parishionen o& Christmas day, or a day or two 
after, at the GuUd-hall, where they assemble 
for the purpose of reoemng them. 
• This account includes all the productive char- 
ities up to the latest period ; besides these there' 
were formerly others, which are now lost. 

LOST CHARITIES. 

George Foxe, of Stoke, by wiU dated ist. of 
October, 1586, gave 30/. for charitable pur^ 
poses. 

M argarite Badie, by will dated 22nd. March, 
1511, gave 20/. for ditto. 
> Robert Lewis, alias Drapper^ by will dated 
15th. May, 1571, gave 20/. for ditto. 

William Lamb gave 100/. for ditto, by deed, 
dated 15th. of May, 1579. 

Richard Rogers by will dated 25th. March, 
1571, gave 10/. and the interest arising from 
his leasehold property in Portman meadow, and 
« close of pasture in Goalford, fw charitable 
purposes. 

, Thomas Pingle, by will dated 22nd of April, 
1640, gave 20/. the interest of which to be dtr 
-vided, one half to the poor of the Almshouse ; 
the other to the poor and impotent people of 
Ludlow. 

Mr. Hugh Attwell gave 3ds. 4d. ''to keep 
the poor at work ; the stock for ever tp remain'; 
the gain thr poor's." 
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THE PALMER'S GUILD. 

From the preceding recital it will appear 
that Ludlow is distinguished above most other 
places of equal extent, by the number of its 
charitable establishments and donations for the 
relief of the poor ; and as the most important 
of these have been derived firom the Palmer*8 
Guild, it is to be regretted that so little is 
known respecting that ancient fraternity. The 
terms Palmer and Pilgrim are by some accoun- 
ted synonimou's ; it is evident, however, that 
in old authors the latter is of general, and the 
former of particular application ; so Chaucer, 
speaking generally of those who travel to visit 
the shrines of Saints, — 

"At Di^ht was come into that hostelrie * 

Wei uine and twenty in a compagnie \ 

Of sondry folk, by aventure yfalle 

In felawship, anaPilgrimes were they alle 

l^t toward Canterbury wolden ride. 

Those who travel into far distant countries, 
seem to be, by the same author denominated 
*'Palmeres,"— 

**Than longen folk to gon on pilgrimages, 
And Palmerea for to seken strange strondies, 
To serve halwes couthe in sondry londes.*' 

Modern writers have entbellished their works 
liy striking delineations of the Palmer Pilgrim ; 

''Here is a holy Palmer come, 

Fnnu Salem first, and last frwn Rome ; 

One that hath kissed the blessed tomb, 

Aad visited each holy shrine. 

In Aiaby and Palestine : 

On hills of Armeuie hat|i been. 

Where Noah's Ark may yet be seen ; 

By 
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Bt IM Rsd 80 bw lulh b( tfod, 

ne MUnnt, when luul bMid tlwU«, 
Midlhnidcir^Bt, ndflMbincbrln, 
And riudowi^ nirti ukd dukiHs itna. 
To ttout Sdnt Ogoigc of Norwich MMnr, 



Foiliiifiiu' 

Peculiar insigDia, and the habit of this spe- 
cies of Pilgrim are also described ; — 



With P«t«-* kem la doth of nd, 
OahlibRMil (bnlden wnmcht; 
The Kallop ihell hii ap did dctlE t 
The cmrifix umnid hia ntck 
Wh from Lmtlo bran^t 1 
Hii HDdali w*K wtth uml ton, 
SUff, faodsst. botOt, acrlp. he won ; 
nwMedl'iliii-bruKh, lahuhtnd. 
Shewed PUerim Iroin the Holr ImbA." 

Whoever examines the figures in the window 
of St. John's Chapel, will immediately identify 
them with this description. 

The word Guild was formerly used in the 
same sense as we now apply the terms club, 
association, company, &c. with the included 
idea of incorporation ; so that a society of this 
kind was for the benefit of the whole, with a 
common seal and power to buy and sell and to 
aecumulate property. Etymologists derive the 
word from the Sason verb, Guillan, to pay ; 
each individual contributing, or paying his 
proportionate share for the support of the insti- 
tution. The term is yet in use in the royal 
Burghs of Scotland, to denote a company of 
Merchants.' If 
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tf it be tnie» tbftt the Palmers, reputed to 
have brought the ring from Jerusalem, were 
men of Ludlow, it theuce follows that theie ex- 
isted here a Town, a considerable time before 
the Conqueri;; that the ancient fraternity of 
this < 'Goodly Guild," whose riches 'Hhe town- 
ship did uphold,'* originally established them- 
selves in a remote period of antiquity ; and 
having survived the general destruction of 
the old religious institutions of the country, 
yielded at length to their. fiite: the society 
quietly submitting to its own dissolution, in the 
reign of Edward VI. leaving, in the noble 
building of Ludlow Church, a durable and 
splendid monument of its munificence ; and 
whose members bequeathing the wIm^ of their 
extensive Guild possessions to their native 
place, entitled themselves to the grateful re- 
membrance of posterity in all succeeding ages. 
ST. MARY WHITE FRIARS. 

Following the town wall which supports the 
north side of the Ch^rchyard, we enter Corve 
Street, where Corve Gate used to stand. Un-- 
ney lane, passing from the gatestead of that 
name, joins this street near the bottom, with 
which, and a portion of the wall, it circum- 
scribes a considerable piece of meadow and 
garden ground, supposed to have been for- 
merly occupied by the House and contiguous 
possessions of St. Mary White Friars. 
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Ffwn wbat is recorded respecting this 
Friary, or Priory, we axe led to form a high 
opinion of its riches and importance, it was, 
however, so completely demolished by King 
Harry's reformers, that in succeeding times, its 
name only has been remembered. 

Leland informs us that this ''College, or Fry- 
ery, was a fayre and costlie thinge, and stoode 
without Corve Gate by north, almost at die 
end of that suburb;*' and that ''one Ludlowe, 
a Knight, Lord of Stoke Castle, or Pyk, to- 
wards Bishop's Castle, was original founder of 
it." He adds, . "Vernon, an heir, is now owur 
er of Stoke, and of late was taken founder of 
this House." That is to say, Vernon as heir 
of the house which he represented, was, in 
right of that heirship, the founder, or more 
properly the patron, of this establishment, at 
the time of its dissolution. 

According to Speed, "this House was founded 
in the year 1349, the 24th of Edwaid HI. by 
Sir Laurence de Ludlowe, Knight." Stukeley, 
who wrote about the year 1720, says, "there 
was a rich Priory out of the town on the north 
side, small ruins now to be seen, excepting a 
Ifttle adjoining church, once belonging to it ; 
about the same place, an arched gateway went 
across the street, . but now demolished." 

The "church" above-mentioned was the cha- 
pel 



pel of St. Leonard, purchased by W. Foxe, Esq. 
of Bromfieldy and by him originally intended to 
form part of the charitable and religious estab- 
lislunent here founded in die year 1690. 

The Almshouse has however survived its cha- 
pel> and according to the wtfl of its founder, is 
contributary to the maintenance of four poor 
and impotent persons ; two from the parish of 
Bromfield, and two from Ludlow. According 
to the provisions of Mr. Foxe's will, the chapel 
was to have service performed in it, on Sundays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, every week, and on 
certain other days occasionally. The lands and 
tenements from which the funds of thb charity 
arose, ware situated in Worcester, Ludlow, Lud- 
ford, and Ashford Bowdler. 

In 1771, the trust of Foxe*s charity was as- 
signed over to the Corporation of Ludlow : in 
1773, the chapel of St. Leonard was unroofed : 
in 1787, the walls were pulled down ; and in 
1789, the Corporation let out the ground on 
which the chapel stood, with the chapel-yard, 
to one of their own body on a lease of 99 years. 
The Almshouse is kept in good repair by the 
Corporation, who pay to each inmate Is. Gd^ 
weekly. Besides which payments, the alns- 
peo[4e receive each 8s. 2d. a year from Mrs. 
Susan Gay's Charity. The present income of 
the Charity consists of, — 
h 
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£ 9, ^ 

The rent of the e)MMl gjoond ---••-•! 15 f 
Mile •fWMMp III WfltoeilBr ••^••r*U*# 



ley paid by 9ir. M^/nckc <mt <^liMir houfw 

Money p^ by the Hoa. R. H. Clivr, out of 

r n df fwlrt tfat ^lh y^Yiaitiii • • • • • 16 • 

TM MiVMi iMid iHiiiMlly by the CiHr|>>^»lion^ 

yawr AlMt peejte^l te. <d. ptr Kttk 15 » o 

1^ tbe Town Renter ---.---•- -_1 7 

Kxceeding the income by £2:5:2. 

Near the bottom of Corve Street is a Chapd 
belonging to Protestaat DisBentere, of the kind 
denominated Independenta. The original ineti^ 
tution of this society teems to have been be*' 
tween the years VI91 and 1788 ; and judging 
from the circumstances of the case, it may rea» 
sonably be inferred that its advancement frcnn a 
private meeting of about twenty persons, to a 
number capable of supporting an officiating 
minister, was in no smsdl degree owing to the 
injustice of persecution ; which not only enli- 
vens ^ea), but in a thousand instances creates 
it ; kiqdling a fire, which bams in the breasts of 
the sufferers and their posterity for many gene- 
rations. 

On Sunday M9;rch 21, in the year 1781, 
somewhat more than twenty persons met toge- 
ther in the house of Mrs. Jones, in High Street 
Ludlow, for the purpose of religiouii worship ; 

which 
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Which had tcMcdy ecimmtmeei when a mob 
collected^ vho fiurioiuily atteicked the house and 
Ihrew stoaes th^oag^ the wiadons^ to tiie great 
tenor and danger of the persons within: oa 
which Mm. Jones, Peter Griffin, and James 
Wynde went to the High Bailiff^ Mr* Henry 
DavieSy to request his assistance. But he in- 
stead of hoping, charged them with the riot, 
thieat^ing to prosecute them to the utmost ri^ 
gor of the law, notwithstanding Mrs. Jones and 
her friends produced a licence for religious wor- 
ship in her house, signed by fourteen Justices 
of the Peace. The mob hearing how mattei!s 
stood, returned to the charge, and broke every 
window in the house. Mrs. Jones and her 
friends were now ordered before the Bailiffs, and 
a Justice of the Peace, who informed them that 
they stood fined in 80^ and bound to appear at 
the next Quarter Sessions. In the mean time, 
after urgent and repeated solicitations the riot 
Act was read, and toward evening the mob 
dispersed. A narrative of this case having 
been presented to the London Committee of 
Dissenting Ministers, the celebrated Dr. Samuel 
Chandler, who was one of that body at the time, 
advocated the cause of the sufferers, and by a 
legal process compelled the Ladlow Magistrates 
to make ampk compensation. In the preface 
to a narrative of this transaction, publii^ed by 

Mrs. 



166 HISTORY OF LUDLOW; 

Mrs. Mary Marlowe, it is stated that '^tis v/k^ 
known to several yet living, (in 177^) that the 
gentlemen, who by their offices and stations, 
should have suppressed the mob, were subpoena- 
ed to London, and there fined, reprimanded, and 
brought to beg pardon on their knees. Yet the 
good people generously forgave the fine and re- 
quired no more than to have the damages repair- 
ed, and charges defrayed, as they only desi- 
red, peace and quietness." 

CORVB BRIDGE. 

Corve . River, which gives denomination to 
this Street, passes under a handsome stone 
bridge at the bottom of it. This bridge was 
built by the Corporation in 1787, and the foun- 
dation is said to have been made with stones 
from the Chapel of St. Leonard. 

A little above Corve Grate is an antique build- 
ing, known by the name of the Feathers Ino, 
which has formerly been an elegant mansion. 
In the mantle piece of one of the front rooms, 
well-preserved specimens of carved work re- 
main, firom which the traditionary account of 
its having belonged to one of the Justices of the 
Court of the Marches, is sufficiently confirmed ; 
and the initials L R. over the royd Arms, point 
out the time of James L 

From the top of Corve Street three other 
streets branch out in opposite. directions, form- 
ing. 
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iftg, there, an area or square of considerable 
dimensions. This was formerly an open place, 
but is now encumbered with buildings* From 
its haying been the theatre of the savage and 
barbarous amusement of bull baiting, it is yet 
known by the name of the Bull-ring, 

Eastward from the Bull-ring is Goalford Tow- 
er, the common prison of the town, which has 
of late been much improved. On the front is 
the following inscription, — 

Tliis bonding wu erected at the chaise of the Corpnntion, 

MDCCLXV, in the fourth year of King Geoige the Tbird ; for 

the Common Pritcm of thia town; iuthe phce of Goalfind'a 

Tower; an ancient Priaon and Gate, by Wngth of time he- 

 comeiuinotts. 

• From the road which strikes off in an eastern 
direction from Goalford gate, at the place where 
the range of buildings called Lower Goalford ter- 
minate, there passes a narrow lane called Friar*s 
Lane, which joins the bottom of Old Street, at 
the place where Old Gate formerly stood, and 
where < there is yet to be seen some remains of 
the Gateway. This street comes in a direct 
line southward from the Bull-ring ; and the lane 
below it, paying a chief rent to the manor of Hol- 
gate, is called Holgate Fee. Behind Old Street 
there is a suit of gardens, occupying a triangu- 
lar piece of ground, bounded on one side by 
Lower Goalford, and on the other by Friar's 
Lane. On this enclosure was situated the reli- 
giotts establishment for Augustine Friars, or 

Friars 
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FtUis Ereoiitet. The founder of Hus Fiisfy ie 
not koown. EdnitiMt de Pontibiu^ Aftt k 
Bri4gemwi» wm a beaeiietot. The firat ulk* 
giovft houae of this order estahlbhed in Bwgiaiwl 
<was Woda House, new Cleobury. 

Passing along the road which huives ibe (own 
al the bottom of Helgate Fee^ we come to 
a small tnmp of earih and stones whkk marks 
the bomidary of the township* The Mune of 
the '' Weeping Cross/' yet retained by thin land, 
mark, serves to pteserve the traditioBarj reeord 
of a Cross, and indicates the probability that 
not far distant from it, there may in ancient 
times, have been a monkisb eet ^ anchoritage. 
It is generally believed that the Mmn Ashu^n* 
jfan^ or stone of lamentation^ waa peenUftC to. 
the ancient Britons, and erected by them some 
time previous to the mission of St. Augustine. 
Erections of this denomination consisted of one 
solid stone upwards of twelve feet high, with 
a rounded bead, on which was the figure of a 
cross ornamented with singular sculptures. Be- 
side these sacred pillars the weeping penitent 
was conducted, to cosfiess his sins, to the offici- 
ating priest. 

Adjoining to Old Gate is the WoiUiouse, 
with a small prison or cell attached to it, eaUed 
the House of C<Nrreetion, for securing vagrants 
and other petty delinquents. The original insti- 
tution of this parochid establishment was by an 
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iidinUttttl ol theBMHe of Th&mm Lsam, Qf Lud- 
low^ wiio had ift cttrly Kfe^ beieir a donesfiie ier- 
vwiti in tbe CharUei^ &laily^ and who by wiU«: 
dated aotb« Nav« 1674, baquealhed the gfealer 
part of kb £»tate |o Sk Job CbarhoD, and two 
Qther», to be by th#ta diipoaed of a9 he ^OuM- 
apfkoiaty or^ in defiiult of CMlch appointm^t^ to 
smk eharitaMe uso m they judged best. 

It torn the trU rf S» fob Charlton^ the hurt 
aurvivov of theae trHfttei99 dated Dee. 6tite. 1^1, 
it appears that the nooaey derived from this be- 
qaeal had been employed ia repaking and fai- 
Qiduag an old house* which had been grairted 
to the trustees by ibe town of Ludk>w, and in 
pntchasing certain laade in Middleton, catied 
the Measle», of the annual value of about £dO ; 
and by hia said wiU* Sit Job Charlton desires 
hie eon Fsaa^ia to tal« oare» that the oharitable 
fmkd of his gviHt^al 9ervant Thomas Lane, be 
eiiipkyyed to mmntain a Workhouse and House 
of Correction, for the benefit of the poor of Lud- 
low and theneigbbourittg villages ; (which it ap- 
pears he had already established in the old house 
above-mentioned) and be directs that the rents 
and profits of the lands at Mid^eton, and what- 
ever ebe should arise from the fHPop^ty bequeath-^ 
ed^ should go lor the maintenance of the maetef 
of the said Workhouse, 9$iA for keeping it in re- 
pair; and thftt bis right behrs, or in default 

thereof. 



i 
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thereof, tke Rector of Ladlow, the Vicar of 
Ludford, and the chief 'Magistrate of Ludlow, 
should nominate one of the chamber, or at least 
one of the inhabitants of Ludlow to be the mas- 
ter of the said Workhouse. Under the residua- 
ry clause of Thomas Lane's will, a reversion 
passed to the use of this charity of certain pre- 
mises granted to his widow during her life. 
These consisted of a house in Broad Street now 
let to Mr. W. Smith, Joiner, for £20 a year; 
and also a garden, near Brand Lane, a meadow 
between Mill Street Mills and Ludford Bridge, 
and a meadow in the township of Halton ; 
these last-mentioned premises together with the 
lands in Middleton were exchanged with Sir 
Charles William Rous Boughton, Bart, for some 
meadow and pasture lands called East Fields 
and Partners, in the parish of Stanton Lacy, 
let for £56 a year, in 1790 ; these lands are 
now let from year to year to Benjamin Flounders, 
Esq. at a rent of £100. There was in 1820, in 
the hands of E. L. Charlton, Esq. of Ludford, 
(the present trustee of the charity, as heir of Sir 
Job Charlton,) the sum of £216 : 8 : 3 the 
amount of a balance due in 1816, arising ihmi 
the savings of income. This sum was destined 
by Mr. Charlton to the erection of a new House 
of Correction, the present one, a single smatt 
apartment at the back of the Woriihouse, being 

totally 



k 
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totally unfit for the purpose; bnt ike defligar 
has been for the present snapendcdy in. conie^ 
quenee of a proposal now in agilatiMi, for 
building a House • of Corvectbn in the Jistil 
Yard, at the jm^ charges of the OHrporatioiir 
and the Charity. 

The income of the Charity, OBM>miting now 
to £120 a year, was, in 1818» applied as 
follows, — 

L 8. d. 

GoyerDor*8 Salary -•-••------2000 

Kepain --^-- S48S 

Raw Matmals, and charges for Weaving k Dyiiig 45 5 6 
Taxet TWO 

07 10 2 

leaving a surplus of incoqie (which in 1818, was 
£114, thereat of the house in Broad Street, 
being only £ 14,) of £ 18 : » : 10 ; and in 1816 
there remained in the hands of the Receiver a 
surplus of £14 : 9 : 0, exclusive of the sum of 
£216 : 18 : 3 paid in that year to Mr. Charlton. 

The Governor is appointed by Mr. Chatkcni, 
and receives from the parish an additional salar 
ry of £ 20 per annum. 

The expense of maintaining the poor in the 
house is defrayed by the parish, and the con-* 
duct of the establishment is entirely under the 
raanagemait of the Overseers. 

The raw materials fomidied to be worked up 
in the house, are, flax and hemp, and wool 
for spinnings and knitting stockings, and lea- 
ther 
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red <M the Wcttwr, «e 9Mdk iirto doth Ibrike 

oMofttMlume. 

The clolhee dMi nukle aiv Beter soU^ Imt 
Meealinigr tewniittd ia the ht«flc» exeeffl in 
•one few iasteaees where poor.pc ieom , who«» 
kfaM bcA ■erouwrj lo' cbthc^ hafie kft the 
hooie hi mtath of wmh^ t»fciag thdr clothes 
wi^them; uid ia some yet fewer hMtaaces^ 
where poor pertcfiis» whom it has been necessa- 
ry to clodie, have had clones out of the hottse. 
This when done is by order of Ihe OveFsenrs* 

Notwithstanding the general good manage- 
ment of this inilitiithM^ it might seem that there 
hfl» been a little want of eorreetiicsa in dealing 
out Ihe mnterials on which labour was to be ex** 
crtad% Mo aesoant fanvhig been hept by the 
Ovcmecrs, or the Cbaresnoasy of the asMMmt of 
themaaufeetnied articles^ aoaa to ascertain the 
lilaline i^ahte, and the eonsc^ocnt amount of 
bcoefijt received. Neither was there kept any 
account of the quantities of the raw materiiA 
deMverei to the panpcn Mspectsvdy^ to shew 
whethef the whole had been j^perly worked 
up* The present Govemoc, sensible of these 
deficiencies, has of hb own acoovd undertaken 
to make move eoneet statements in future. 

Whstber linmi the annual surplus of ineome^ 
ofer the peeotnt expendtaioey a fend mi^ be 

formed 
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e cxtaiMnaf the o l yw^to «f Hie duafty, 
perhaps be a mailer woctfqr «f eonsid-. 



' Fioni tiw WartdMuae, tte asnoir laae called.- 
Brog Laae, candiicla as to ibe^ratleBa of Bioadi^ 
Street. The ibttadathm^f the Town WaUnifiy 
be traoed here, and the Fiiate haa faaea convert^ 
ed iato garden giouad. 

The axched pasaage of Broad Crate renudna 
eaikire ; from whieh lawer Broad Street conducta 
na to Ludlard IMdge,, near whieh to the left k. 
a field caUed St. John*8 Cbse, iadkatiag *e 
plaee where St John's College focmedj stood. 
In Ae eaitalogue of auppresflad leligiaas. hoa* 
868, neither the time of the foundalMHi of tbisr; 
CoUege, nor the fonnder^s name aorelo be found ; 
but it is statai in the Monasticony that ^'St«. 
John Baptist's Hospital founded by Peter Ua^ 
dergoty near tiie river of Temode Waiter, far a 
master and reUgbna brothers^ was endowed by 
him with seTeral hunds, and the bratiiefs aftfet . 
his deatf^ authariKd to chaaa teir own mastcta 
for eves, wtthont any obstructian; and the said 
masters and brothers to admit anch as. tli^> 
shouM think fit mto thck broAerikood, and to 
reeeive the poor and infirm, and todo aM such 
other things as ahoidd beoeme religious men*'' 
Perfectly cansisteni with tUs aoeount i» thai 

of. 
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of Lelandy if mre consider Jordan of Ludfolrd t9^ 
haye been the descendant or heir of Undergot, 
he says ^ 'there was formerly on the north side, 
of the bridge, a Church of St. John, standing ' 
Without Broad Gate, which had ar College, with 
a Dean and Fellows, of the foundation of Jordan 
de Ludford/' The historical accounts of .Wal- 
ter Lacie and Gilbert his son as benefactors, ahd 
of Peter Undergot as patron or founder of this 
college, mark out distinct periods of antiquity, 
approaching to, and almost coeval with the con- 
quest; and as long as the name shall remain 
which the site of , this religious foundation has 
given to the inclosure on which it stood, the 
traditionary record of its former existence will 
not be forgotten. 

. The well-built stone Bridge is supposed to 
have been elected by the Corporation, but at 
what time is not known : the river here, parts 
the two counties of Salop and Hereford. 

Near the top of lower Broad Street is a Cha- 
pel, or Meeting House, belonging to the Wesley- 
an Methodists, built in the year 1800, and ser- 
vice first performed there the 18th day of Au- 
gust in the same year. 

The stranger who enters Ludlow through 
Broad Gate will see the town in an advantage- 
ous point of view ; the Gate itself is an interes- 
ting object, and upper Broad Street is spacious 
and well-built. 



From Broad Gate, (the gateway to which is 
the only one now remaiKiiig entire) Barnaby 
Lane passes into the bottom of Mill Street ; it 
receives this name froDt an ancient religious 
foundation called Barnaby House, femous in the 
.age of pilgrimageB, as the temporary resting 
place of the numerous devotees passing through 
Ludlow on their way to the holy well of St. 
Wenefrede, m North Wales. Adjoining diia 
building there fcrmerly stood a Chapel dedica- 
ted to St. Mary of the Vale, on the site of which 
a Silk Factory was sometime since erected, 
which is now converted into a wool warehouse. 
This vicinity has received the name of Merry 
Vale, derived from the familiar epithet of Mary 
Vale, applied to the chapel. 
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Tlie Gateway of Mill Gate U at the end of 
BtouJby Lane, and Mill Street, like Broad 
Street, tises in a northern direction, up aconsid- 
'^rably elevated ascent, many of the buildings 
on each side of which are suited to the liberal 
dimensions and elegant appearance of this street. 
A little above Mill Gate, to the right is the Free 
■Grammar School, the original foundation of 
which is not known. 

The school premises comprise two houses, 
in which the two masters reside ; and the school 
room and bed rooms over it. Some years ago 
the enlargement and repairs of the premises cost 
nearly £ 700, and the head master^s house is 
now sufficiently large to accommodate forty 
boarders. The masters live free of rent and 
parochial rates, but pay the King's taxes. 
They are allowed to take boarders without res- 
triction. 

All children who apply to the head master, 
and are able to read decently, residing in the 
town, are immediately admitted. The scholars 
are taught Latin and Gredc, if they wish it, 
and read English, gratis. For writing and 
arithmetic, the boys in the tower school pay 
three guineas per annum, and in the upper, two 
guineas. The under master teaches writing and 
arithmetic, and receives the whole emolument. 

Four boys of this school receive a benefaction 

of 
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of £% t U : 4 each, by the yettr» under the 
will of Dr. Laagford ; tkeae four hoys to be 
nominated by tae Bailiffs, *'out of amch poor 
and tDwavdlie for leamiof^ as are bom in the 
town of Lttdlow ;" to be nine years of age and 
to continue until sixteen, and no longer. These 
boys wear black gowns on Sundays, when they 
go to church, and are called Langfordian boys* 

The school b also entitled to two exhibitions, 
to Baliol College, Oxford, upon the endowment 
of the Rev. Richard Greaves, in the year 1704, 
the trusts of which are vested in the C!ollege. 

The annual expenditure of this school is as 
follows ; — 

SdtiT Hi tht Head Matter 80 

JNtto eC the VuUt MMter «• • 

Avemce of ReMin IS 

IVwr «Bd Pnlili Batee 10 

105 

Opposite the school is an old building, for- 
merly a distillery, now converted into a 

THBATRB, 

which is oeeasionaUy occupied by the Worces- 
ter Company of Actors, especially during the 
Races. Toward the top of this street is the 

GUILDHALL, 

an elegant modem building erected at the ex- 
pence of the Corporation, in the year 1768, on 
the site of the old building of that name, origi- 
nally belottging to the Palmer's Ouild, 

The 






ITS J>niHAM ROUSB. 

Tke Mbttriis bdow ISil! Gate Meeifie the 
aame of Lower Mitt Street, from which place 
dwtiiici traces of the town wall are to be seen 
almost to the New Mdge. This is a plain 
wooden bridge, on stone piers, over the Teme, 
nearly opposite the Castle. 

The lane leading from the bottom of Mill 
Street to Dinham, bears the name of Camp 
Lane, from the frequent encampments of sol- 
diers on the ground eiLtending from it to the 
river. In 178G Dinham Gateway remain- 
ed entire, and many persons now living, re- 
member the Chapel approached by a flight 
of steps to the right, on entering the town* 
We might have been induced to believe this 
the Chapel built by Roger Mortimer in the year 
1323, had it not been distinctly recorded to have 
• stood within the outer court of the Castle, and, 
as Is generaUy believed, contiguous to the 
court-house. 

Immediately, under the south wall of the Cas- 
tle, is a handsome brick-built mansion, the oc- 
casional residence of the CUve Family. This 
building receives the name of 

DINHAM HOUSE, 

find the neighbourhood that of Dinham from 
the original name of Dinan, indicating the ex- 
istence of a Palace, or princely residence, which 
doubtless stood here when Uie Britons, occu- 
pied 
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pied- LudloWy previous to the time when the 
Ifingdom of Mercia began to extend itself beyond 
its ancient boundary of the Severn. 

Dinas, and Dinan^ are words frequently 
occurring in the accounts of British Antiqui- 
ties, and are sometimes found applied to places 
'of apparent insignificance, yet. a careful inves- 
^gation will generally discover that places so 
denominated have been formerly occupied by 
some Chief or Prince of the country. 

Toward the close of the late war, Lucien 
Buonaparte being detained a prisoner in England, 
Ilia? conducted to Ludlow, and l^iQh^^ai. House 
sdbeeted for his residence. This ci];ciimBtaiipe^ 
tbou^ in itself of trifling importance, y«t fis ire* 
lating to a man whose iiailie is connected with 
the hi^ory of the most extraordini),ry occurrences 
of the age, ought not. to be passed over ui;,si- 
letiqe^ We refer to hiettory for a det^l. of tramr- 
aotioBS leading ta his seiziire and 4fi^iK4o|i, b|Ut 
\t may Qot be improper here to remark tbat 
Ludlpw, which has, in foriner tknea^beefi h^o^* 
ed as t^' resort of crowned beads> wais in this^m-? 
stance, the abode of a. man who.hadal^ l^ust.the 
merit of haying irefiised a csow!n« wbichi wf^d 
to be purchased' by usurpation > and: held : b^ 
tyranny. . ? : . > - ,'■ ..,r/ ji-iv 

Lucien Buonaparte and &mily^kft(,L«dl9W 
on Sunday June 30, 1^1* ; .i ^; ., I 

M 



' Tba Market Hhib. 

Oat ^-Dinham we p&as into Castl« Stoeet, iM 
which 48 a plftia brick bntdiag called the ' Mw- 
ket House, ooataiBUig lai^c and "Conveiueiit 
rooms nsacl tet neetingB -oi llifr Corporatioaj 
Baififf's Balls, Snbtci^rtioa AtsembtieB, &o. 
Beneath -is aa open space for the com market. 
Attached ta this boihtiaf are-tworeservoin, to 
oae of which, water ii raiaed from the river hf 
machinery at ike bottom of LowerMill Street ; 
the odier reccivca spiiiig water ftom a plac« 
called the Fountain, under Whilecliff C^>pice. 

Ravea Lane paiset from die Maiket House 
bito the cross lane called Bell Lane, which con- 
neeU Hill Street and Bioad Street^- ii. a line 
with which ia band Lane, passing; from Broad 
atreetinto OM Street. Ncai t^ end of this 
lane h tiie iKrasc ai^wopriated to the ^lae of the 
girls 
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giris betpnging to the National School, which 
was opened on the 11th of Februtfty, 1B14. The 
School Room is lofty and spacious, measuring in 
length upwards of 28 feet, and 15 in brieadtti; 
the numbor of scholars is about 80. Hie 
School Roooii fot the boys belonging to this in- 
t^titution is oVer the Market Cr^s, at the Hop 
<>f Broad Street, and is that formeily occupied 
W the Blue Co«lfScho6l, with whM it is in- 
<!^tp6tatiid; The room measures, in length 62 
feet 5 iofctites, in br^dth 28 feet 8 inches and 
in height X% feet. The number' of scholars 
taught is about 200. .TheNajbional School was 
first established on the^rd of February, 1813. It 
is\si^grtcd by TolitBtsry subscriptions, byaii- 
nual 'coUjB^tionb 'made in ^tfae Church, ftfid by 
vfuious le^ciesy ^together with the income' aris* 
ing ftom ihc funds of the Blue Coat School. 

The ammal income of this estabUshment wilt 
^ry acto«ding< to cifeuraslaiiees, but pearhapt 
the difference will not be very material ^ the 
following is an abstract of the accoiint for 
the year 1821, — 

L. s. d. 

lUcg^ S53 Is 11 

l^^entB S0r 7 11 

leaving a balance in favour of the charity of 
\i£46 : 6 : 0* 

The 



■AtHnMCniv. 

Dhfi Ma^et Croia is « modem erecUoo, chief* 
ly occupied by market women wlio expose for 
sale, butter and other productions of the farm ; 
OQ which account it is aometjmea called the But- 
ter Cross. In the cupola of this elegant build- 
ing is a bell, formerly beloaging; to the Chapel 
(tf St, LeiMiard, on which ie the following in- 
scriptioo, — All Prayae aed Glory to God for 
evermore. 1684. 

Eastward from the top of Broad Street, is 
King Street, leading to the Bull Riiu; and the 
opposite street, which conducts us t^Ute Mar- 
ket House, is called High Street. 

Here our circuit of the town ends ; in the 

coune of which, every thing remarkable has 

been 



\ 
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l^een noticed that can be supposed to interest 
the pasung traveller,. or the more attentive ob- 
server of the relics of former ages. Except 
the Castle, and the Friary of St. Mary, the 
more ancient buildings cannot be distinctly tra- 
ced back to their origin : though it is sufficient- 
ly evident that some of them were of great anti- 
quity. It is well known that the oldest remains 
4>f christian institutions in this country, are found 
in Wales, and hi other parts inhabited by the 
Britons previous to the predominancy of the 
Saxon power; which proves that Christianity 
was introduced into this island long before the 
arrival of the first Catholic Missionary. ''The 
Britons,'^ says an old writer, ''who 'were the 
aborigittes of this island, were by a special 
instinct, much devoted to the contemplation of 
heavenly things ; for the ancient Druids, who 
were the first divines or professors of religion, 
(who in lieu of Monasteries and Colleges, were 
used to retire into woods and solitary places to 
study the works of God' and nature) were re- 
nowned far and near; and as Caesar and Tacitus 
write, the G^uls Were'iised to come over to be 
instructed by them. * Oetssibelan whom C^sar 
and Tacij^ speak of as King of Britain on its 
first discovery, was also the first christian King,' 
for in his time it pleased the Father of Light to' 
display the early beams of Christianity in this 

island; 



\. 
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island; as Gregory the 15tb wiri^s^ ''no-^ppn^ 
er did the Roman Eagle, fly over hi^heri. but 4h€ 
standard of the Cross was inarborfvted and. iset 
up. 

It was the uniform practice of the Saxoii vo^^ 
dersy to substitute for the old names of places^ 
new ones of their own; but in aU inatfOices 
where both are founds we may be fully certajm^ 
that the Britops w^re,tl\e pr^Ual .oceiq[>jie;r9 ; 
and from the meaning of -those names may. b^ 
inferred the nature of the in^titutipna or pVsbUc 
buildings to which they belonged. The Bi^iti^h 
pame for this town, which, has a distinct m^iaii^ 
ing different from that of its Saj^on i^ai^ie of 
Ludlow, proves beyond a doubt, the ori^al 
occupation of this place by^t]^e ^ritonsA^od the 
nature of their establishment here; 

It is eviden;t that religious establi^hm^t^St 
subsii^tiog through a sucpessicm of ipany age3» 
gradually changed to suit the faahions of the 
times; and the.sunple fqrm of aa ineorppi^d 
brotherhood, which was most coo^^itusteiit , with 
Christianity in its original. pu^ty, as it became 
disguised and perverted by the invjenti^iiis 
of Priests, assumed a mo^re fl^iowy eaUerior. 
Hence we find that the religious foc^y of SU 
John the Baptist had degenerated at the. time 
of its dissolution, and ^pos^essed a Demi and 
Fellows, it b also highly probable that.the 

Palmer's 
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Fdmer's <6uld ongn»ted'froiiii an sncknt Bri- 
tkh feiin4trioa, of* a v^ diffcrhil Ohataeter 
firdm'wiuit H'liad-*aoiluwed ^ a lattepeiiod. 

'The oWil Kgukitfoini Of oar ancestors' are ^n ' 
nMmy insiaaces not' less dnvolreA in obscurity- 
tlum ihose <if a religidiis Und^ for Uiomgh^ ^e-^ 
fvequeatly recognise in wmeious names aid ^ 
phntses yet retainedaii'onr lliwlM^piage; tM4^ 
rannous institntlons aiBd:eastaiiis of (AeCod^def'- 
or, as wen as the more gaiefciiitiandwiiie biages* 
of the nohle Alfred^ ^}^tinyoi^idiesiKi«Ha^ 
fragments, distinct-ideas of^die in«nnerin'%hio1i 
tkefar administratioiriimB toiidoofe^' are<«ot ea- 
sily to be collected* ; :. ^ . < . 

The town of Ladlmr^liM, piirHdus/4o <tts 
first charter given by. die fourth Edwnfd,< been 
goi^Bmed as at pf«nent'4>y' (lie firid«».^«nd 
twenty-five, through a period, defectite ik ' 
historical recosds, asd exteMlng'ftur b^ysiid 
hnman recolfeetiDn. /irlience^ MBn"<enqvify ^Into ' 
the origin of iM MriA«iraad pviiiKntfthdbeQiiiti- . 
tatisvwo«idbeaUfll|||^4iieninntfess. 'ViBe^yhmse^ 
iVee Snrgh, wnndetetoodcto be-^ ss i MUMo ifce : 
until the Rottaikap^dlation «fiMikiicifiiil,.Hdr ftee ' 
city ; both 6f theitt d^otwg; in'refenulceljo'the^ 
place to which they were applied, an emnnplfoni 
fron the inunedialieifiarisdicltimi of any^otei^ 
power. The systeih samsttonedby Bdwrnl IV; 

for 
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for the G«yveniBieiit of LaiUow, ^as oeuly die' 
same as it had previously enjoyed : the ekizens 
were too much attached to their ancient constio 

 

tation to desire any alteration, and the mo- 
narch's gratitude for the important services he 
had received in iiis greatest difficulties, would 
not aUow him to oppose their wishes. This 
charter was renewed; and in some particulars 
altered during the succeeding reigns, from 
Edward IV, to Charles II, but in the time 
of William and Mary, in the year 1690, its ori- 
ginal form was restored in conformity to the 
wishes of the principal inhabitants 'who peti- 
tioned Parliament for that purpose. 

Ludlow is governed by a Recorder, two Bai- 
lifi, two Justices, twelve Aldermen, twenty- 
&ve Common Council M«i, Tovrn Clerk, chief 
CoAstable, Coroner, and several other inferior 
officers*. 

lU'the process of forming this civil establish- 
ment, thirty-seven individuals are first selected 
firom among the Burgesses of the town. Out of 
these, twelve are chosen as Aldermen, or princi- 
pal Bui^esses, and one of this number i» elected 
High Bailiff. The remaining twenty-five are the 
Common Council, from which the low Bailiff 
is chosen; 

The privilege of burgesship is inherited by 
the sons of Burgesses, and. those who marry 

their 



tiieir daughten are entitled also to b^ admilteA 
into this body ; for which purpose they «re re^ 
qaired to petition, according- to the prescribed 
form, giTen n the byt«law»' made ih the year- 

The annual election of^^e Bailiffs is on the- 
13th of October; and they enter upon their of<^- 
fices on the 2Bth of th<; same month, on which' 
occasion a public Dktner is provided, which is 
always numerously attended by the principal in^ 
habitants of the town, and by the nrighbouring 
nobility and gentry. A Ball is aflerwiurds giVen, 
and the whole of these entertainments are on a 
liberal scale, splendid and expensive, far above 
any thing of the kind in this part of the country* • 

' The Quarter Sessions are held here before the 
Recorder, the High Bailiff, and the Justices of 
the town. This court has in former' times pass* 
ed sentence of death, but the Recorders of late 
years, not being Barrist^v^ all persons liable 
to be tried for capital offences are removed' by- 
Habeas Corpus to the county jaiL 

A Court of Record is held every Tuesday, the 
Recorder, and Bailiffs presiding as Judges. 

-' Ludlow was authorised to send two Represent-^ 
atives to Parliament, by King Edward TV, in* 
the year 1461, the first of his reign; whicb 
privilege it appears ever since to have enjoyed.* 
The right of electing is understood to be in all 

the 



ibf9 eeaideAt BmrgoM^, and Ae BoUifis m^ 4b& 
lelnmuig ofiem. 

CVilTOMfi. 

Among Ihe oaatonui peeuliiur 10 Ihk town*, 
that of the Rope PulUii^ u not the least ex-t 
tKaordinary. On Shiove .Tuesdv^ the Corp4^ta- 
tion proirideaSiope ihm hioh^Mia thicluieis; 
and in length dorty-m yarda^ ulioh is given 
out at one of 4be wind^waof ' the^MnrlKet fiouae. 
as the clock atiifcesfeivt wheHKalai^ .bodjii ttf 
the > inhabitants • 4i vided Into twa.f parties, ioiie; 
contending ht Castle Street and Bwmi Street 
Waids. and the othor fev OMStNeit and Corve 
Slieet Wards» eon»aenoe mt i^^aoi^ sti^gle ; 
and as soon as.eitiher parly ipafais^tlie vi<(;ftory hy 
puiliag the Rape bey^ dMf -pi^s^ribed . lialits> 
the puUnigceasen; iw)m^ ii, 4o«iif ever, fenewiBd 
by aaeeondyaadiionietiiilesby a third ^onte^l^ 
the Rope beinf pusdhaaed by.Miibdj»ription finom 
the TictDiioiia part^,^attdC*v<tt oHtagajn,- With*- 
out dottbt diis isingpiilariev^tam ia.symhtfil^ -of; 
some remarkable event, aadaxemaant of tbalt 
ancient langaage of twiUe aigiM» iwhich, "says 
a celebrated vafU«r, " impecfecUy ^npfritiss the. 
vaat of tkttnw^ te perpietnafee die Dewembnuice 
of publie ^or priyate tn^saciioni*" The «ig|i, 
in ^19 instance, has ^snnvived :|he Mmernhmnoe 
of the o«ettneaee.it.wae>deaignedftP -tepieMK, 
and jremains apiofoind v^Uery» ft hM be^ 

insinuated. 



I • 



insinuated, thi4:lhe leal.Mommof this custom 
48;knoMrn to the C^rporaliou, i>uk^t'foriSome 
xmisoB Qt other, .the^:iirQ:ti|ii«u;ious of the secret. 
.An obseure traditifiui ultrihates thisjtCHstcn 
to .cvrcumstanees niising < iOtut of the. siege €f 
liudtow by Henr^F VI, dbcai.'t94^ pfirtiea arose 
.withiii the ^town* one^siiftjMfftipg tisnt pcet^isions 
o[ the Dukeiof York,. and ^Ather wishing to 
give admittance to the King ; one of the BaiUffit 
is said io have headisd tihe latter . party » His- 
tory relates that iaihb content juany, lives were 
lost, and that the; 9«AKff, Pleading, hia party in 
an att^popt to open Piahson Gate* ^Sdl a victim 
Aere. If 4his cusinm waSiisMided t0 r^^«e^ 
sent the scene of civil strife referred to, weis^ 
leave our Readers to. Judge vdielber or not it 
be an apt emblem.of.it. 

In commioA with olher iMK»eftt.pla«es,>l4i!dioiir 
yetpreseires the eustom.oC waUnng over Ae 
limits of die township once. a ^etf ; tkia pm^ 
cession is on the Wednesday bafofeiiolyThnDi^ 
day; on which daf^ 'ithe. boys of . the ^diffisieilt 
scboolSf attended by.oBe.of.the€lergy,,pni6eed 
from the Church to a place mbit Corve^Brid^a^ 
whese a Cross Ibraierly stood ; here. the. Epostfe 
<rf.the preceding Sunday is read; iBom whenn^ 
passing to the Weeping Cross, the boys afatn 
kneel down and the .Gospel, for the .same day is 
read by the Clergyman, after wbioh t|ie cera- 
mony is completed at the Guildhall. 
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BfBRCIAN LOBOB. 

The ancient Society of Free Mdsons have 
a Lodge at the Angel Inn» where, they nsu- 
ally meet monthly, on the Tuesday preceding 
the full moon. This Lodge was brought out 
of Herefordshire, where it used to be distin- 
guished by the appellation *< Silurian;** on its 
removal here it received the name of the ** Mer^^ 
cian Lodge." 

Here is a public Dispensary established in the 
year 1780, which, by the benevolent exertions 
of the presiding Physician, and the assistance 
of a very liberal subscription, proves extensively 
useAil in administering relief to the diseased 
poor. 

There has also been established here, a 
Society for the relief of Lying-in Women, in 
indigent circumstances* The persons rdieved 
are poor mcsi's wives^ of reputable character; 
to whom sheets^ napkins, bedgowns, caps and 
various other necessary articles are supplied 
during >the>tinie of their confinement, to be 
returned on their recovery. Pecuniary relief, is 
<al80 given, in some instances. A committee of 
twelve Ladies conduct the business of this So- 
ciety. Each Subscriber is allowed to recom- 
mend on<; woman for the Annual Subscription 
of .10s. 6d. This very excellent Charity is 
well' supported* 

There 



There are a [Considerable mimber of respect- 
able Benefit Societies :ia the town, whose meet« 
ings are held, at the Red Lion» Suiiy Gecnrge, 
Golden Cross, Barley Mow and the Feathers. 

Three companies yet remain, of the incorpo- 
rated tradeawen, namely, first, that of the Stitch^ 
men, consisting of glovers, tailors, breeches-* 
makers, stay-makers, . &€• second, the Ham* 
n^er-men,^ blacksmiths, braziers, masoiKs^ &c. 
third, leather-men, tanners, . curriers, shoema* 
^rs, 4^0* these |iaire yet annual feasts which 
they caH << Halls*' from their having been for- 
merly held in the town Guild. 

The annual Races held here are. generally in 
the month of July and consist of two days sport. 
In the Morning of the first day, are run for, — 

The LUDFORD STAKES of Ten Gaineas each , mnd a 
SWEEPSTAKES of Tea Guineas each. 

And in the Evening, — 

A JUAIDBN PLATE of £S0 ; and a SWEEPSTAKES of 
Five Guineas each, to which is added, by E. L. Charlton, 
£m). a Cup value Twenty Ouineas. 

In the Morning of the second day, are run for,— 

A SWEEPSTAKES of ten Guineas «ach, with Twenty 
Pounds added by the Town ; and a SWEEPSTAKES for 
HUfJTERS of Ten Guineas each. 

And in the Evening, — 

A PLATE of Fifty Pounds; and the YEOMANRY CA- 
VALRY STAKES of Five Guineas each, to which is added, 
by Viscount Clive, a Cup value Twenty Guineas. 

The Races are succeeded by a Ball ; and by 
a Public Breakfast^ which is held in the inner 
court of the Castle. 

Lndlow 
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Ludlow cannot boast of anypftrtieular man- 
ufactory on a large scale; the greater part of 
the town bemg inhabited by genteel Families, 
attracted probaibly by the healthy and pleasant 
situation of the pla<^. Its chief trade is in 
glov^, in the mannfaoture of which a great 
number* of p^rtfoUHof both sexes are employed. 
Besides' thia^' there • is considcnrable business 
donte in the paper-making; tanfaing, • timber 
trade and .cabmet^making.' 
i Th& Population of Liidlow^ as taken in .the 
years lail and 1821, was fonnd to be as follows. 



1811. 

Males 1810 

Fematla- - - - . 2340 



To|«l . • 4t5tt 
Inhabited Houses - 877 
FamiUet - . • . 1105 



1821. 
Males ..... 2129 
Females 2700 

Total' . . 4820 
Inhabited Houses > 1006 
Families . . . « .1139 



Increase since 1811 . - 670 

In conformity to the provisions of an Act .pf 
Parliament^ procured for that purpose, the 
town of Ludlow was first paved and lighted in 
the year 1794, the commencement of the^ pa- 
ving being in Castle Street, on the 0th of 
March in that year. 

The town is built on a foundation, partly 
rocky, and parti j^ a hard dry gravel : and the wa- 
ter, which on digging rises through the strata, is 
superior to what is supplied by pumps in the 
generality of towns. Upon evaporation this wa- 
ter leaves a smaU portion of a whitish salt on 

the 



tbe jiides .ai^ 'bottom of ike vessd^ whicb> d^-' 
i|iiidatea 4iiiiexpQ9iire to;the air, and is coBoel* 
ved' to be; muriate of limey a subatfimeei fre-^ 
qiM»dyvlband ia wettt-conliguoiis toibiiilditig«* 
' The town being exoeUeiilly supplied: wilb ma*- 
tei^ tiMse is little occasion io seek forspviiigA in 
the neigbbowhood^ of irbkii htfwever ^ve anS 
sesend) worth attentioB^^ fMurticulaTly one^in^ia 
fidd beytittd' linney, cidkd- the Boiling- -WelTi 
anodier called Sngar Well neac the Paper M31i»i 
and the far-iamed wdl of St. Julian in Ludford. 

WALKS' ANB&IIIB&. 

The.'Tiekiity c^;LudkMii^ supplies* nuioeroii^ 
pleasant walks .and, rides : in ^ every direotiott^ 

being in its immediate, as well as more distant 
surrounding scenery, equal, or perhaps superior 
to any iidand town in the kingdom. Nearest 
the town, the gravel walks round the Castle 
deserve our first notice, from whence passing 
over the New Bridge, and ascending Whitecliff 
HiU we find ourselves on an- elevation, which 
gratifies the lover of rural, woodland, and culti- 
vated scenes, by affording a pleasing and ever va- 
rying prospect. The retired walk called Hack- 
hiyt^s Close, under a row of stately elms, be- 
hind Ludfdrd House ; that on the banks of th^ 
Teme, toward the Paper Mill, and numerous 
others equally interesting might be enumerated. 
Among the rides in this vicinity, one is re- 
markably 
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markablypIeasiBgi andhaii been particularly^ 
noticed by judicious travellers ; it passes near 
Oakley Park, crossing the Teme by Downtcm 
Castle, and fr<Ha tbence through the exteasiye 
woods along the new road to Ludlow; the 
whole comprehending not much more than jben 
milesy yet affording such achanning variety of 
rich scenery and rural beauty , as can very sel- 
dom indeed be surpassed by the combined e^ 
forts of nature and art. 

RIVEltS. 

The River Teme, c^r. being joined by the 
Corve, at a short distance ncMrth of Ludlow, em- 
braces its western and southern sides; and^— » 

*^(M»Iy winding lingers lonpr, 
While fancy listens to the virgin^s voice, 
fhnoothing the brow of evening with her song, 
Or heart the uproar wild of Comus and his tbrtmg."* 

In this river are found Pike, Trout, Greyling, 
Perch, Eels, and various other kinds of fish ; 
the Corve supplies Trout, Greyling, Chubb, Sec. 

The Corve in its course by the bottopi ^( 
Corve Street and Linney, turns a wheel to grind 
bark, for the tanners, and puts in motion ma- 
chinery for manufacturing cordage, sackmg, &c. 
and on the Teme are also several Com Mills, a 
Paper Mill, and at the foot of Ludford Bridge,^ 
a small Factory, belonging to an industrious and 
thriving individual, who manufactures Woollen 
Cloths, Flannels, Yarns, Blankets, &c. 



Villages^ Sfc* 

IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF LUDLOW. 



As a necessary appendage to this work, we 
will now endeavour to give some account of such 
places of note in this neighbourhood, as com- 
monly excite attention, commencing with the 
Village of Ludford, which is immediately con- 
nected with the town* 

LUDFORD HOUSE, 

the old fashioned seat of the Charltons; is 
conspicuous, on a rising ground, above the vil- 
lage, and preserves an antique appearance, 
though considerably embellished by its present 
possessor, £• Lechmere Charlton, Esq. This 
gentleman is of the ancient family of the Lech- 
meres of Hanley Castle, in the county of Wor- 
cester ; which family (as appears from Nash*s 
History of that county) originally came out of 
the low countries, and served under William the 
Conqueror. Nicholas Lechmere, Knight, Ba- 
ron of the Exchequer in 1701, and Nicholas 
Lord Lechmere, Baron of Evesham, who was 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and of 
the privy council of George L were of this &- 

N 
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mily, which has besides repeatedly represented 
the county, ami city of Woreit^^ter* 

Edmund Lechmere, Esq. the son of Anthony, 
who was the elder brother of Lord Lechmere, 
married^ Elisabeth . the sisler of- Sir Francis 
Charlton, Bart, and by her had Nicholas, who 
on the death of his maternal uncle (Sir Francis 
dying without issue) came into the possession of 
tMs property, and assumed the name and -arms 
of Charlton, which devolved on his son, the 
present mheritor. 

This Mansion is without doubt of great anti- 
quity, as is indicated by its approximation to 
the Church, its interior quadrangle, and its 
style of masonry ; particularly the parts front-" 
ing the Leominster road, and the churchyard. 
Even in Sir Francis* time there were nothing but 
casements throughout the house, and so much 
did some parts of the building resemble a prison^ 
that a Scotchman passing by, when the dairy 
maid was looking through the window, is re- 
ported to have exclaimed ''ah ye be a bonny 
lassie, but I weel ken ye be there for na gude.'* 
The proprietor has in his possession, a deed in 
which mention is made of a house here in the 
remote period of the eleventh* century. Of 
what kind, the house referred to by this deed 
was, does not appear, but it is cenjeetured to 
have been a religious foundation ; and vvstiges 

of 
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•f eeI]B (m the reqolketioii of old people) with 
certain miual decorations, wanrantthis snppo- 
aitioBi and the presnn^tioD that it is even co- 
eval with the erection of the Castle of Ludlow, 
and once> perhaps, partly dependant upon that 
ancient Bar<Niial Palace : a religious establish-^ 
ment however certainly existed here, and though 
in no account that we have been able to meet 
widi, can be traced any immediate connection 
between it and the Castle, yet in early days it 
was almost ev^ the custom to unite monastic in- 
stitutions with nu^ificent castellated residen- 
ces, as may be instanced in Priories or Abbeys 
adjacent to Kenilworth* Warwick, Kirklees, &c. 

In the time of William the Conqueror this 
manor made part of the possessions of Osbom 
the son of Richard, Lord of Richard's Castle. 
It was afterwards etyoyed by the fiunily t>f Jor- 
dam, who derivhig his surname from the place, 
was called Jordaen de Lwlfbrd. This Jordsen 
left two daughters, whereof one died unmarried, 
the other married Howel Vaughan, who gave or 
sold the manor and its appurtenances to the 
Hospital of St. John the Baptist, in Ludlow. 

The Hospital of St. John being seized by the 
Commissioners at the time of the general disso- 
lution of religious houses, in the reign of Henry 
Vlli. tUs manor, as appertaining to that foun^ 
d«(ti(Hi, was also conveyed to the crown: it was 

afterwards 
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afterwards granted by Edward VI. to John Earl 
of Warwick ; of whom it was purchased by Wil- 
liam Foxe» and in the year 1607 it came into the 
Charlton family. 

This family had previoasly enjoyed extensive 
possessions in the county of Salop, and were 
resident at Appley Castle, near Wellington. 
Thomas Charlton, was Bishop of Hereford in the 
year 1327. In the year 1837, he waB appoint- 
ed treasurer to Edward II. and soon afterwards 
made Chancellor of Ireland. He died in 1343, 
and was buried in Hereford Cathedral, where 
his effigy may be seen on an altar monument 
under an arch in the north transept. 

Lewis Charlton, becaine Bishop of Hereford 
in 1361. Bale calls him Caerleon, and it has 
been supposed that he was bom in that ancient 
city ; but it is more probable, that as we find 
this family name written Carleton in ancient 
records, it has originated from the progenitors 
of the house, having assumed Caerleon as a 
surname. * This prelate before his elevation to 
the See had prosecuted his studies with much 
assiduity imd -success, at each of the English 
Universities, and had been elected Chancellor 
of Oxford in the year 1357. He was a pr6- 
found theologian, learned in mathematics, and 
had so^e knowledge of medicine. Dying A. D. 
1369, he bequeathed his books to the cathe- 
dral. 
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dral« with £40 in money* His monument in., 
the south-east aisle, though now much muti- 
lated, presents an interesting appearances it is 
in the form of an altar, on which his effigy, 
mitred, is extended at full length ; over the re- 
cess in which it is inclosed, is a rich fret-work. 
Gothic canopy, much defaced, and the whole 
is surmounted with a highly wrought entabla- 
ture ; on the wall, above the effigy is the fol- 
lowing inscripti<m, — 

Lii4oviciii CbarltoB, Epu: Hexef: A. D..UOO. 

On the tomb are four shields, on Uie first of 
which are engraved croslets fitchee, on the 
second and third a lion rampant, on the fourth 
the arms of the See. 

Sir John Charlton, born at Appley Castle 
in 1268, was of the bed chamber to King 
Edward II, and afterwards raised to the office 
of Chief Justice. He married Hawis Gadaru, 
sole daughter and heiress of Owea ap Griffith, 
the last Prince of Powis: her four uncles, 
Llewellyn, John Griffith, Vaughan, and David, 
detained her inheritance from her,, whereupon 
Hawis complained to King Edward, who ap- 
pointed Sir John to marry her, creating him 
in her right. Baron of Powis : and being assist- 
ed with Ute King's forces, he took three of her 
uncles prisoners, about 1320, and brought the 
fourth to composition, and finally recoverejd 

all 
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all his wife's estate, procaring cdso the lands 
of her uncles in default of ^Iheir issue male, to 
be settled on her. Isabel, sister to Sir John, 
married John Sutton, Baron Dudley, from 
whom the Earls of Warwick and Leicester are 
descended. This Barony after four generations, 
devolved, in de&ult of male issue, on Sir John 
Grey, Knight, who married lihe eldest daughter 
of Edward Chariton, fourth Lord Powis, by 
Eleanor daughter of Thomas HoUande, Earl 
of Kent, and widow of Roger Mortj^mer, Earl 
of Murch. But to a junior branch of this 
noble family, did the property of Appley Castte 
and Whitton Court descend. Sir Robert Charl- 
ton who suffered much for his loyalty to Charles 
I. resided there. His son Sir Job, Chief Justice 
of Chester, and otie of the Judges of the Com- 
mon Pleas, bought Ludford, and being a gen- 
tleman remarkable for his hospitality and con- 
vivial disposition, during the lime that King 
James II. resided at Ludlow Castie, liad the 
honour of entertaining his Sovereign at Ludford 
House, and his Mi^esty, by frequently repeating 
his visits, seemed to give an unequivocal proof 
of bemg pleased with hb reception. One David 
Davis, who died many years ago, at the great 
age of 104, was a domestic in the family and 
waited on tfiem. The grey-headed old man to- 
wards the decline of Hfe, enjoying ease and plen- 
ty 
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tf^&wa ^e botttity of his «iikpk>yep, wm Qted 
to dwell yNkh rapture on -the BoMe guests »t 
Lodford, atid the tv^e hia^h conviviality ^wfaieh 
seipied TOilad Ihe burge stable, ^liH vemaintng ia 
4be flail. 

Tliereace a £efw piotuves at Ludford lioiliste 
of comiderabk medt^r— A Wou^a?Aian», ihr€e 
Jacob lUiytdads^ tivo Ba&saafi, and apotrtrait 
of Lord Stvoffordy by Sir Peter hdfy, are ^aoat 
<xm8picuous. 

To the wnith of the JMuae Meg die giEden, 
winch ef 'late has undergone esteMve tmprov^" 
nents, Towacds the -west is a large purk^ wdl 
stocked with 4eer> and remarkalde for its fine 
Inxuriant wood scenery : and in a line wiA 4ht 
Leowhister road» imder the park imk\, is a 
pleasant and nuich -frequented ^alk called 
ffa€lduy4f s Close^ not faar ^em the temuMiticni 
vi which is a respectaUe fann house called 
Hack's Bani^ only noifciced dn account of its 
iiaving been the tesidenee of Ihe uncle of 
Cbeonge Bamwdt* 'Kradition says that in « 
pieee of grouad not hx ^rom this honde, 
which still retains the name of Barnwell's Oreen, 
this wsetohed vaotkn fiiaedmctkoB, wuted to rob 
and murder his tfriend and benefactor* 

Lelandy >the lather c£ £ngUsh anUqaanes, 
whose waitings are from fictasd sutTeySy v^ited 
Lndlow sometune betweea the years 1500 and 
15^9 and observes tespecting Ludford :— 
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''The suburbs over Teme bridge^ by soutfa, 
is calle4 Ludford, and in it is a little parish 
church. There be three fayre arches in this 
bridge over Teme, and a pretty chapel upon 
it of St. Catherine. It is about 100 years since 
this stone bridge was erected. Men passed 
along by a ford, a little below the bridge.*' 

Allowing for the change in appearance which 
modem additions and improvements would give, 
we may reasonably suppose that the present 
parish church is the same as that described in 
the above extract: it is a plain building and 
immediately contiguous to Ludford House. The 
holy-water basons at the entrance and beside 
the altar, indicate that Catholicism had not de- 
clined at the time of its erection. The chancel 
was built by William Foxe, and is evidently a 
modem addition to the church : it is the family 
sepulchral repository, where we find, among 
others, two or three monuments of the Foxe 
family, and two or three of the Charlton : Sir 
Job's we shall transcribe, which is in a lecess 
above his statue, reclining in his magisterial 
habiliments. 

Hk jacent ivUqnin Hononbills yiri flomiiii Job CharitoD, 
Eqoitis et fieronettit qiii Imperante Carolo Secuudo Justitia- 
riui cq[»italis Certriae fuit merito coiuititnttti. 

Quo in manere Annos magis viginti elaboiarit. Senatori* 
bos minora gentium Ftolocntor, nee non nnus ex Justitiariis 
Domini Regu de fianco gravianmua hisce negotijs omnimoae 
Jtur: qncnnim aingula turn peisplcaci ingenio,tum fide peiti- 
naci explerit. Mqae in Exulem Carolum atijne Regnantcm 
Piua: Gaumm Ragiam etiam affllctam adinvit. Vir czimia 
Pktate, Jostitia proDptaqat Senaficeotia plenua* 
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C^njiix fMot, 
Fiftter Solieitus, 
Ju4ex iDtegwriimit. 

Obiit Ticesimo quarto Maij 1607, Anno aetatii iit» Octoges- 
imo Teitio Habait promiiiiim Pioram pnemium in terra 
nempe Titam ditttarnam, in arGham per Jesum Chrifltoi^ cte- 
lisaetema,- 

Huic in Opibmet Titolissucceasit Francisciu Charlton, Ba- 
ronettus, filius natu maximua. 

On a mural marble monument, underaeath a 
marble bust, is an inscription to the memory of 
Dorothy, the wife of Sir Job. 

In the Churchyard, against the north wall of 
the church, is the following epitaph, on Mrs. 
Holland, — 

Sweet was thy convenw, all thy actions kind. 

Thy person beauteous, and thy mind xesign'd ; 

In arts of social life thou did'st excel, • 

And what a wife should be thou practised well. 

Tho* *scap*d from life, and cast on that calm shore 

Where pain, and caies^ and passion are no more, 

Yet fond affection oft shall drop a tear, 

Till silent time shall place thy mourner here. 

A little below the church is 

LUDFORD HOSPITAL. 

This Hospital, which is probably on or near 
the site of the house which was called St. Giles*, 
was founded by Sir Job Charlton in the year 
1672, for six poor and impotent persons, one 
of whom was to be warden, and the incorpora- 
tion by indenture, to bear the name or denomi- 
nation of, ''The warden and poor of the Hospi- 
tal of Ludford." The said warden and poor, 
' by their corporate name, to have the power to 
purchase and hold lands, and to sue and be 
sued, and to have a common seal. The foun- 
der 



der further provided that he and his hein shoold 
have power to nomfhifite the warden and poor 
as vacancies should i>cciir ; •and ihat in default 
of such heirs, the Baitiffs of Ludlow, and Aheir 
successors, should have tbe^aominaliou* 

By vamAis Indevftuies the said Sk Job Charl- 
iton conveyed I9 4he waiden and fMioir 4>f 4he 
Hospital of Lndfoiid* Jbnd and other poseea- 
iiions; pM)f«rt{)r was ^also connigm^ "to Ihds cha- 
jeity by Sir Francis Qi«»rkon in 1774. Sinee 
which time other benefactions have been added 
by the Chajekon iamily . It i^^pean that though 
the six places are kept constantly filled, the 
name and disitinotion af warden, as head of the 
corporation, have loi^ ceased to exist* The 
latest instance of the use of the common seal is 
on a lease of Saunders' me a d ow in 1M6, and 
the next subsequent lease l>eass the seal of Sir 
f ranois Chariton. 

The ''pretty C^apdi of St. Catherine,'' which 
ceitainly dld^Mineiiy stand <m ]>udford Bridge, 
l»as been Icvgotten for several generations; but 
Ae celebrated well of St. Jidian, is fresh in the 
BMmory of the bhabitaats of the village, be- 
cause, tlie wonderful cures of diseases believed 
to have been niraculously performed by it, 
comeeted with the ancient nnperatition, ase 
eiremnstances so strongly imptessive, thai the 
feme of tfiem contittues for « long senesiof agns. 

This 



AeiHTOIiD HALL. t06 

This well used to he m^n «ttd resorted to, 
iinder the garden wall, near the ttospkaL 

•fi^MTM OAB W«IsL, 

This is a saline fipring belew Ludfoid, 4m the 
opposite side «f tthe rWer, atihefootof a inll. 
The rural cottage on ^e pfemises, is a pleasing 
and picturesque .object, harmonizing willi the 
surrouixliiig «o«iery. wMoh is «x*i«»ely b«»u. 
tiful. The water' of this spring is found to •eon'* 
tain a «mall quantity of cai^onate of ircHi, with 
a little sulphate of magne^a, and a eonsiderahle 
portion of muriate of soda* 

In scorbutic, and Tarious other disord^-s, 
great benefit has been found to arise from the 
free use of this waAer, and 4n all disorders for 
which an aperient and eorroborant ma^onie is 
required, it would doubtless prove useful.\  

Pc^ssmg along 4;he Worcester road we arrive 
at the very pleasant viHages of Asbford Bowdler 
and Ashford Carbonel, near eaeb other on op- 
posite sides of Ifee wer, and about two niles 
distant from Ludiow. To the right is 

ASHFORD HALL, 

the residence of T. B. Rieketts, Esq. an^ile^ 
gant modern building, on a rising ^rouB^, 
commanding extensive prospeets, and-^Bibei- 
Itshed with surrounding pluitations. There 
are abo on this side of the river the handsome 
dwelling houses of Mrs. Richard Chreeo, and 
Mrs. Jonathan Green : on the opposite side is 
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ASHFOBD COURT, 

the seat of Charles Walker, Esq. And in this 
neighbourhood, is also, a htodsome House be- 
longing to John Downes, Esq. 
Four miles further on the left, is 

EASTON, 

the mansion of D. R* Dansey, Esq. the de- 
scendant of the ancient family of the Danseys. 
of Brinsop, in the county of Hereford. 

About two miles further, in a pleasant vale 
on the banks of the Teme, is 

BURFORD HOUSE, 

the residence of the Honorable and Rev. G. 
Rushout. 

Two miles from Ludlow, on the western side 
of the high road to Leominster, is the 

LOBOE, 

the beautiful seat of Theophilus Richard Salwey, 
Esq. delightfully situated on an elevated spot, 
skirted towards the west by some pleasant 
woods, and commanding an extensive and vari- 
ed view over a large range of country. The many 
improvements made in the house, plantations, 
&c. by this gentleman since it has been' in his 
possession, have considerably increased its 
beauty. The facade of the building is a fine 
piece of architecture, and the whole of the in- 
terior is elegantly finished* 
A little further on the UA side of the road, is 

MOOR 
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moor park, 
which, in the sixteenth century, belonged to the 
Lyttletons, but is now the property of Richard 
Salwey, Esq. Lord of the Manor of Richard's 
Castle. It is in the midst of a fine undulating 
country,, and makes, with the surrounding 
plantations and groves, a pleasing and pictu- 
resque object. The park contiguous to the 
house, is, by the intermixture of Yarious clumps 
of trees, a fine sheet of water, and some hand- 
some distant prospects, rendered highly agree- 
able to die lover of natural landscape. 
< At a short distance firom Moor Park, is the 

HATS, 

the residence of Mrs. I. C. Salwey, seated on 
a lofty summit, almost in the midst of the 
woods. Close to it is a very extensive park, 
well stocked with deer. 

Proceeding on the Leominster road, we come to 

BATCHCOTT, 

the residence of the Rev. R. F. Hallifax, Rector 
of Richard*s Castle, a very pleasant and com- 
fortable mansion, modernized and improved by 
the present possessor. 

RICHARD*8 CASTLB, 

is about three miles fix>m Ludlow. The town 
contiguous was anciently called Gayton, or 
Boytanc, until the lustre of the Castle darkened 
tihat name, whereby at last the town was called 

by 
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by the Castle*s naanew* k'i» evident from Tari- 
oQt old recotdift, tbaA tkis was ai to#n of cofw 
ftiderable inpKnrtftBGe uittil the reign of Henry 
III; but it now'Conabt§ onlj of a' few fBsrm 
houses. 

King John granted to Robert de Mortimer a 
chkurter fat holdiag both a- market and a fair at 
this f4aee; bat both have been sak>ag disused, 
that no vestige reaiaiaay e&eept that there 
is yet a place^calledf the tol^shop green, n^ar 
the castle. 

'<Richardt*s Castle/' says Ldaadf, ^'standteth 
upon the top of a very Woriiy hall^ well wooded, 
and at the west end of the parish church there. 
The Keep, the walls and towers of it stand, bat 
going to rain. There i»a poor house of tim- 
ber in the Castle-gartb for a farmer ; it bdong^ 
eth now to the king, it belonged of late to the 
Lord Vaux, after to Pope; There is a pork 
impaled.*' 

This Castle was built before the Congest, 
by Richard Scrope, in the reign of Edward the 
ConfassoTv At the time of the Doomsday sur- 
vey it was held by Osbom Fitz-'Richard, whose 
grandson assumetk the ' name of Say, and was 
killed in Walesa, id the reign of Richai^ I. 
Margaret, his giand-<laUghter aad heir^ mar- 
ried Robeft de 'Mortimer; from whose family it 
also pasted by M heiress^ to thef Talbots, who 
possessed it till the time of Richard II. 



Kin^ Edwtird VL, graaled this- Manor to 
Nicholas^ ]K«hop of Woreester^ and his heira* 
In the fiftefQth.oeotaryritWiia possessed by T.- 
Brsidsbaw^ o» a. long lease iiroiE the Bishop* 
This gentleman married the daughter of Arthur 
Salwey, Bsq* by whoia ho had issue twenty 
ohildrea^ whose grMidsoa* sold the lease of the 
Mani^r to RichMrd Sabvey » JBsq« in^ whieh famSy^ 
it.stiU oottliniies* 

The ittlerioc of the Castle is now conterted 
into a h^^yard : some part of the.Keep and 
walls are stiU remainingj yet so hidden by the 
laxunaot wood sc^iery altout them^ as scarce- 
ly to be discovered until, they are nearly ap^ 

poached* 

"Beneath.this Ca«lle/* says Camden, <'na- 
tare* which.no where disporteth itself more in 
shewinfp- wonders than ia waters/ hath brought 
forth a pretty Well, which is always full of lit- 
tle fish bones, or, as some think, of small: frog 
bones, although they be £rtom time to time drawn 
^ite.ont of it,> whience it is called BonetweH.*' 

But this is not conecft, for * these bones * are 
foimd generally in spring And4 autumn, and not 
at all. in, the winter* 

Upon the declivity of the eminence near the 
Castle^ a body of Royalisto, amooatiag to nearly 
MOOi: under Sir ThoaM* Luadeirfcmli were de- 
feated. inlhe year 1646,. bj a fovee lar 
headed by Colonel Birch, 
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The parish Charch is dedicated to St. Bar- 
tholomew, and had formerly a spire, which 
was burnt down ; it is contiguous to the Castle, 
aad is a fine old structure, with some beautiful 
renmants of painted glass, 

ORLETOlf 

is a pleasant village, seen among orchards, fire 
miles from Ludlow, near the Leominster road. 
The Manor was given by the Conqueror to 
Ranulph de Mortimer, whose descendant, Ed- 
ward IV, held it distinct from the crown lands, 
and had a particular seal, even after he became 
King, for the concerns of the Earldom of 
March, as appears from a charter of Manu- 
mission granted to a viUeine of this place, bear- 
ing date 90th August, 1488, the seal of which 
is preserved, bearing the arms of Burgh quar- 
terly, supported by lions rampant, and sur- 
mounted by a crown, with this inscripton, — 

Sigittnm Edwsidl Qnnrti Dei Gra.. R^ Angliv, Fnndie 
Domini, Comitatia Sun nuichiae. 

After Edward*s death, this Manor was annexed 
to the crown, and was granted by James L to 
George Hopton, from whom it passed through 
several families to the Blounts, and now belongs 
to W. Blount, M. D. of Hereford. 

Here a great Fair is annually held on the 24th 
of April, yfhete dealers supply themselves with 
oxen and other cattle for the Northamptonshire 
markets. 



Three miles ttom Orlelen, on the Presteign 
r^ad« is 

CROFT CASTLE, 

ih« leskLeDee o£ Mfs. IXflLVies, formerly th« 
seat of the GroftSi a family of disttfletioBj 
Sir Bernard Crofl resided hi^re in the reign 
of King Edward the Confessor, about the 
year lOOOi Sir Jasper, his successor, joining 
Harold, was deprived of his Estate by William 
the Conqueror, who gate it to his follower Wil* 
liam de Swehin« TIk Croft family afterwards 
regaining possession, resided here tmtil the 
conclusion of the Inst century, when the family 
became extinct. Two chiefs of this house, l^r 
Bernard in the tenth, and Sir Herbert in the 
fifteenth century, retir^ ftom the wodd and 
enteved a benddictine monastry at Douay, where 
they lived ihany years in a narrow cell, and 
were interred in the church belonging to tiiat or- 
der, in which their monuments are yet preserved. 

An extensive park, famous for its large oak 
and beech trees, continues along an eminence 
north from Croft CAstle, on which is a British 
Camp, of an eliptical form, with a double ditch 
And rampart; called Croft Ambrey, from Am- 
brosius, a cdebrated British hero. From this 
positbn die proi^ct is very extensive, compre- 
hending Within its Wide circuit thirteen counties. 

At the distance of one m^e from Croft Castle, 
and adjoining to the road, is 
o 
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LUCTOH SCHOOL, 

the magnificent foundation of Mr. J. Pierrepont. 
This School was established by Act of Parlia- 
ment in the year 1708. It is under the control 
of eight gentlemen, who hold the following high 
aituations in London, the Common Sergeant, 
the Master of the Charter House School, die 
Master of Merchant Tailors* School, the Preach- 
er of the Charter House, the Preacher of Gray^s 
Inn, the Rector of St. Botolph's, Bishopsgate, 
the Rector of St* Peter*s, Comhill, and the 
President of Sion College. These gentlemen 
form a corporation under the name of ''The 
Governors of Lucton School/' They elect a 
number of Laymen of property, and Clergymen, 
in the neighbourhood of Lucton, to act as their 
** Counsellors" or ''Assistants,*' who, every 
year, in the months of June and December, 
visit the School, examine the scholars, fill va^ 
cancies, and recommend qualified candidates 
to apprenticeships and University exhibitions. 
A select number of the Governors meet the 
Assistants, at intervab, at some of the half- 
yearly visitations. 

There are three superintendents of the School, 
a Master, an Usher, and a writing Master, 
who have each of them liberal annual allowan- 
ces from the Governors. The number of the 
scholars, when the School has its complement, 

is 
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m10&« These scholans are divided into three 
classes, or, in the familiar language of the be- 
nevolent founder, "Sorts." — The first sort con- 
sists of fifty, the 'sons of parents, resident in 
the parishes of Lucton, Aymstrey, Shobdon^ 
Kingstand, Yarpole,. Croft, and the township 
of Luston, in the parish of Eye, and whose 
annual income must not exceed £20. These 
fifty boys are annually clothed, and they pay 
no tuition. — The second sort, consists of thii^ 
boys, the sons of parents whose annual income 
does not exceed £300. They are chosen, as 
the first sort, from the six parishes and town- 
ship : but if there be not a sufficient number of 
candidates found within them, boys firom any 
part of the kingdom are eligible to supply the 
vacancies. — The second sort is not clothed by 
the Governors; and each boy pa}s £1 annu- 
ally for his tuition. AH the paper, copy books 
and school books, that the boys of the first and 
second sort use in the School, are gratuitously 
supplied by the Governors. The boys of both 
these sorts cannot be admitted on the founda- 
tba before seven, nor, we believe, after thirteen 
years of age. Every year, boys out of these two 
sorts, are recommended to trades, after they 
ha^e been four years at least on the foundation. 
With each boy, thus recommended, a fee of £& 
is given at the time of binding; £6 more at 

the 



Si4 HurroftT OP unmuow. 

At ^smmtAom <9f iwo prelaw •errtoei ; aad »! 
ibe end ef tfeven yeaw^ on pvoducing hpooiirft-p 
fate taatimmMi of iatepiiy «9<i g<x>d coBdnet, 
An addkion^ bounty of £20. In Ike whole 
iSdOlo<caQh boy. Every t«i«> yeairs aa exbibl^ 
tion cif ;£75 n yeur is ready to be given to aay 
dhdy qialtfieii candidate, fron dtber of the 
two sorts, to go to any eottege ia either of the 
two Uaiveristiea^ Each exhibition is limited to 
lour years from the time of admission on ibt 
Uahnenstty Eolb« — ^The thicd sort consists of 
the vftaster*s boaiders, who are United to twen* 
tf-^BPfe, They am ehgiUe fimn any part of the 
hingdom : bat they have no adraiitage from the 
apprentiee ^s and exhibiiioBs, if they be not 
admitted into either die first or second sorts. 

Onr liilte oMmaal vBl not ailow us to give a 
anae eatended view of this lifoeial institution* 
We wiH> however^ from respect to tfie memory 
of the pions founder^ subjoia a copy of the 
epitaph on hia moniunent at Lneton Chapd* 



^Saewd tofhe Memory vMir. John nwiqw m t, Vintner wid 
Citizen of JLondoD, yousger ion of Mr. lUlph Pierrqpont 
nid Ehzaibetti hit "wife t^irn* pari A, mnd ori gi a ri iy deKeucM 




men, jntnc^ » ^ len^itm Jistate, oe xeurep to nw natire puce 
to dedicatt the grertert (taut of it tO plOM usei : Tlie Tree 
School iMise foliated 9ad endowed bx oin i^iuslifejUme, aiid 
eotabltthed hf Act of Farlfument : iHiine Service restored to 



J^iis ChMpf|t>y asettled aUowaooe to a MiiniBttr, tile iaqpav en< 
dowmeut or his t^oundalion by hik laA will, bis \jegufiki to 
the Haspitais of Mile-end, ««d Sjt. Autholomew'* in I»ndoti, 
of which he was a Governor, his provision forthe aagmentatfou 
for cm o(iiaor Viearacei^ will «U ^mm^ as m mmv ImH^ti^ 
MonumenitB of his truly great and excellent min^ oi iits na- 



tmal 



ing, hkftflkction to the Cnarcn of fiigland, aAd of bu zeal 
mod died Nor. 15, 1711, in the 58th year ofnis aye. 

Mr. Pierreponrs arms on tbe tomb are, we 
befieve, the same as those of tbe KingsCon 
family, viz. argent, a Gon i^mpant sabte, in an' 
orb of cmquefbils gules. 

One mile from Lucton School, is Che hamlet of 

. MORTIMER'^S CR088. 

situated in a v^y beautiful valley^ near the j^ace 
^h«rie.^i remarkable battle, was fought betweea. 
the partuans of the rival houses' of ToiIl 
and Lancaster* To commemorate this event, a 
neat Tuscan Pedestal of white stone has be^n' 
erected^ at the distance of one mile fron^ Mbr- 
timer^s Cross^ in an angle of two roadsj^ diverg- 
ing to Leominster and Stratfbrd Bridge, with 
the following Inscription, — 

This f^destal is erected to perpetuate the memory oTan ob 

^.iM&Kfi * 

nbitioos 

cea of Edward MortimeXt Eart of Biardi, afterwards Edward 
IK ov ItaB sMi offiria*L.aiit2<lMa oiBMiry^«L<M»ite4lfte eTi 
Lancaster* The king's forces were commanded bi Jasper, Earl 
•f'VlmbMkes BdlMMIoattmaaAail Ift •wm in fuSm «* 
"was victorious. The slaughter was neat on both sides. 4000 
letartelVdkad vyovlbr i«K$ aaiaSttiy VeftbpeMMiMilte 
ftrst distiuction were taken prisonera, among whom was Qwea 
Tudor, great gnmdfiitber to Henry VlII. and a deseendsUV H 
the illustiioos Cadwalhator, who was afterwaida beheaded ai> 
Beitfcp£ nUswaa-thc decisive b«M0^Uflll'li«e«Hwtc«' 
IV. upon tbe throne of England. Ha was groclaune^ Kii^ 
on tha^Mfi oCTbi Ut Mkmtag^ 

ftnMli&by-8ttbscii|tialH mr. 

' Thaaa miliKii aaitfb oi Mortiiaf r's. ClW5H» in 

..... VBI4W9iB«, 
13Mi*»ilpiation of this village is very romantic: its 



bl«edT anddKiiii«;lHM»fn^nefr4M« S0»(fcitt 
I wars between the ambitions houses of Y<nrk and I 
on^tltt iMind day cf VMinttnr, tmkMlkmm Ittt 
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site is the slope of an immense mountain of bate 
rocky and the streets themselves^ are undisturb- 
ed masses of stone, which renders them almost 
impassable for horses and carriages. Upon an 
eminence to the west, is Wigmore Castle, which 
was built by Ethelfleda ^bout the year 900, 
and Edward, the brother of this celebrated 
and magnanimous lady, is said to have re- 
piured and added to its strength and beau- 
ty. Ranulph Mortimer wrested it from Edric 
Sylvaticus, Earl of Shrewsbury ; and through a 
succession of ages, this family continued to 
possess vast estates ; became great and power- 
ful ; and opposing themselves against the regal 
authority, by their ambition and their intrigues, 
several of the English monarchs were made to 
tremble on the throne. 

Edward IV, when Duke of York, resided 
in this Castle : it was given, by King James I, 
to Thomas Harley, Esq. of Brampton Brian. 
This gentleman was grandfather to the Lord 
Treasurer of that name, from whom it has de- 
scended to its present possessor, the Earl of 
Oxford. 

On the hills, west of the Castle, were two 
Parks, now ploughed up and cultivated. 

Wigmore Church is a spacious building, the 
walls of which are of an apparently artificial 
compound, cast in moulds, and of a porous 

texturef 
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texture, similar to pumice stone. The Abbey, 
is said to have been founded by Hugh Morti* 
mer, in the year 1179, for Augustine Monks. 
It was dedicated to St. James. At the disso- 
hition, this religious house shared the fate of 
those, whose very walls were demolished. 

Some time ago there was found, among the 
ruins of the Abbey Church, a leaden cofin, 
wUch contained a human body, apparently 
perfect in its form, but which, on exposure to 
die air, crumbled to dust. There were buried 
in this Church, eight descendants of Hugh Mor- 
timer, five of whom were Barls of March. At 
the old Farm House, called now the Abbey^ 
Orange, there used to be shown a fair canopy 
of wainscot, under which the Abbot used to 
sit r it was in a large room, called the Abbofs 
council chamber. The arma of the Mortimer 
fitmily also appeared over one of the chimney 
places ; and among the outbuildings is a pub- 
lic house, said to have been the Abbot*s prison. 
These buildings are now much altered. 

Two annual Fairs are held at Wigmore, on 
the 6th of May, and on the 6th of August. 

Five miles north-west from Ludlow, is 

BOWNTON CASTLE, 

the property of R. P. Knight, Esq. it was erected 
by its present possessor between 40 > and 50 
years ago. It is an edifice of peculiar and ex- 
ternally 
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temally irreguUHr lam: bnl intenMMy ef^iy 
part iJB ftry ooAWMently nmnged^ witlMui 
waste of spaee, its tomets bting, as good tfuitei 
and reason point o«t that sack parts shouM be^ 
krge enough §ot human habitation* It ^taada 
upon a tcnace on the north skle otf the fvvor 
Temey aad is derated 'absnt '100 fed abo^vtt that 
river, tawaids lihieh the ground gradtaiaMf fiftUs. 
Upon tM opposite rside of the riYo\ riie the 
Brindgwood UHs, hai^g their bases dblhsd with 
txtendve groves of iMge timber, inteiwiiMd 
witli ps3ture grounds. Towards the east, the 
Titterstone Clee Hill rises fny magnifiQemd^r 
over woods, making the scene front At k«rM8 
one of the most gtand and beautiftil, in tfao 
island. 

The walks of Downtoa, which ore well 
known, and much visited by travdtess!, extend 
to die west, following tiie course of the mm 
which here occupies a deep nuvine, that it ap^ 
pears to have worn during liie lapse of ages. 
Upon the sides of thb ravine, tiie rocks have 
in places, where the texture has been firm, re- 
mained perpendicular over tilie stream ; in other 
parts they have given v«ay and fidlea into the 
course of the rivar, and been carried away by 
its impetuosity. The ground consequenth^ vises 
from each side of the river^ iq very various and 

irregular forms ; and it i» every whese clothed 

with 



uiSTWjui9iir«. sit 

UeikMHife and Idbif ^ctafiaed wiUm a twunrow 

Macb fdctnreiqae Auneiy jui:c9aw€fue;itly p«e» 
Mated, iniftoh iraMw aait kh tyihfflrt firoia ef er^r 
aacacaiiva paBnti 
l%a w^tta^ wiklilians beciL «ia4a «l; d^e«^ 

ffevittlKiaa along Ae aiiteaaC die r«f ia«» )iav« 
beea coaduoted mth i*udl Jkiarte aad aat^ 
&oag^ lieae wfll aeaacd^ Im aeca by tii^ iearisf- 
kas obaerver ; ioi^ the nataxtl . cbomcter oi the 
place las beaiaatfliiusb paeaeivad aa. possible, 
aad tfaa dareataMkatf ibe valka tLpftmm ai fiia| 
view, te baxe b^ca atgulated .by a xegard to 
coDTenience only. 

. Aboat a aila frgmt IbeiCaalk, k tkei aaiall 
village of Downton, in the rural Churdi-ryard 
of which, is the blowing beaiitifiil epitaph, — 

** Hare vumlMMiu t^ celd embrace of 4iil|th| 

What oBce was elegance and beauf y lies : 

Mute it Ihc mmm «£ bm tqwrful hyuiji, 

And queneh'd the radiance other spaiwing ey^ 

A pray t9 ti|^tri»|r iiyt|tdn s|^e aiC 

£se yet her f ormhad lost its venuu bloom. 

B^ yitltmm, mia«y >.aa nttev'd^ maj t«U i 

The rest, let silent chatty entomb. 

Mor suffer buy, tuntlnitiag «••), 



E'en here, her geoJje frailties to pujrsne : 
ivy tankfram wtiai it csMiat ftel. 
And malice reverence what it never knew 



JLet envy tank i 



of thQ good aid' 
Condemn h» faults, with judgment too severe, 
Let mililMd pitv fram tte fteait ariae^ 
And blot the rigia sentence with a te&r." 

Died M aidi 0, A. B. 1TB9, agedSl years and 6 monftbs, 

brpkasasdy silMitedav thtbanka of tka river 

Teme; 
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Teme ; eight miles ftom Ludlow, on the i|Oftd 
to Knightcm. It lies aesr the conflmtiiee of 
the Teme and Ckm ; aad from the quantity of 
fine fish^ partieularly Greyling, in the sur- 
rouDdiDg streams, is much resorted to by com*, 
pany from very distant parts, as a fitshionable 
fishing place* It is but a small Town, consist- 
ing principally of one long street* The Churchy 
which is large, is dedicated to the Blessed 
Vii^, and was appropriated to the Abbey of 
Wigmore. Mr. Silas Taylor, in his M. S. m^ 
forms us that this Church was remarkable for 
painted glass ; and there are still many fine 
pieces remaining, with crowns, lions, fleur de 
lis, the arms of Mortimer, &g. 

Ten miles from Ludlow, on the Knigfatcm 
road, is 

BRAMPTON BRIAN, 

SO called from the Castle built by Bryan de 
Brampton, a powerful Norman Lord. The 
Bramptons held this Lordship till the reign of 
Edward I, when Margaret, a coheiress, con- 
veyed it to the present family of the Earl of 
Oxford, by marriage with Robert de Harley. 
The Castle, a building of great antiquity, con- 
tinued the principal seat of the Harleys to the 
time of the civil wars of Charles I, when it 
twice sustained the attackflf of the King's forces^ 
and was ultimately demolished. A curioua 

chimney. 
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cfaimncjr* n^ng like a tamt above the curtain, 
and a staircase are tolerably perfect, but the 
other parts of the buildiBg are destroyed. The 
Church has been imperfectly repaired in those 
parts which Were damaged by the siege : it is 
closely attached to the ruined Keep of the Cas* 
tie; In the south wall is an altar tomb, on 
which is extended the effigy of a Lady unknown. 
Above this is a marble tablet, in memory of 
Robert Harley, first EsjpI of Oxford. In tiie 
village, is the family mansion of the Harleys, 
a handsome brick building; and to the west 
is the paHi, nearly six miles in circumference. 
A sh<nrt distance from Brampton Brian, is 

STAKA6B PARK, 

the seat of Edward Rogers, £sq. M. F. The 
house is a noble modem edifice, surrounded 
by a park and pleasure grounds. 

MARLOW, 

is a handsome country house belonging to R. 
littlehales, Esq. about eight miles from Ludlow. 
In the parish of Leintwardine is 

HEATH HOUSE, 

a genteel seat, placed rather in a low situation, 
near the banks of the Clun ; it has a smaU park 
in front. In 1685 it belonged to Mr. J. Ed- 
wards, afterwards Sir J. Edwards, who beauti- 
fied and enlarged it. it afterwards came into 
the family ^f the Bealesi in which it still con- 

tmues. 



2SS HISTOIIY OF UaOUbW. 

tmuefr. Ai some disUiiot lowards tlw imlhy Mi 

HOPTOQI CAS'itM, 

the rnio^ »f ^iefa» IbMigh novr mtmtK imiie9At 
il to faiMte b«to fermefflj a vtiy flir«af j^aee. 
II i¥«i lakea diiying Ihr eivtt war» iil Ibe rtipr 
of Chtife» I« ««d wis afiterwai^ »cwl^ dk- 
tfoyed; aott of Ihe inai wbo eomposdi tbs 
giurnsos wett p«t ta the $w#i4» and the t;<rwf- 
nor, ftninrli 1ME0O1!, Bsq. ^Mmeonfiniaid «A a«oin- 
Dftili ptf soiles ill .Lt»il^ Caatfl. . llMfe nuite 
a iMiNiM^rip* iucimnA m. tUs Umd/wiitiag (tf 
this uafartunate gp^emoff^ iiAtieh dcteifar Ae 
iQ«4» #f attack a«id dtfimoGl at tho sieger ef &c 
Castltv Caiopka^ aMttluMia Hoptai Caslfe as 
having been giyen vilb: Nenir' Castle, Shipton, 
ajod Xoaersham^ by Heniy II|t( toi Waltes de? 
CliiFosd* In the civil wan just neationed^ it 
belonged to Mr. Wallop, and was gallantly de- 
fended for the PadiamenJt ; the siege lasted 
moore thsA a foctaig^t. It ia naw. the propecty 
of the Propcietoi of Heath Houas,. 
We next cove to the much admuradVillagji of 

where the fknut and paik of the Rev. J. Rofike^ 
stead praemiaaat. Procaediaf nocthwavd, wa 
axriveat 

aiBDON <IAaTLS, 

a bpr|^ and pleasant maiisicn, hekwiiittfi ts 
Jaaiesi Vkam$ Saxtei , S«i|* ««v to wbieh b the 

Church. 
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Chuteh. Loid littfetoi* im hb letton* observes 
on visitiiig SibdoB^ *^ we oune to a GaitleBMui*s 
House QQ dw side of a hill, opeaiaig to a sweet 
valley^ vUch seemed to be built in a taste much 
svpcrior to that <rf a mere ooaatry Squire. We 
therefore stopt aad desired to see it; whi^ 
ciuiosity was well paid for: we found it the 
neatest and best house^ of a moderate sise^ 
that we ever saw. The master it seems was 
bred to the Law, but quitted the prolesaoa 
about fifteen years ago, and retired into the 
country upon an estate of £500 p«r annum : (or 
as the original M. S. relates £ 1600 per annum) 
with a wife and four children ; notwithstanding 
which incumbrances, he found means to fit up 
the house, in the manner we saw it, wiUi re- 
markable elegance, and to plant aU the hills 
about him with groves and clumps of trees, 
that, together with an admirable prospect seen 
firom it, renders it a place which a monarch 
might envy. But to let you see how vulgar 
minds value such improvements, I must tell you 
an answer made by our guide» who was ser- 
vant to I^rd Ppyyis^s Steward, and spoke I 
presume^ the senso of his master ; upon our 
expressing some wonder that this gentleman 
had been able to do so much with so small a 
fortune ; — I do oot« said he, know how His, but 
he is always doing some nonsense or another." 

This 
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This place has been justly celebrated, ad 
tM>nimanding an extensive prospect over a sin-^ 
gnlarly interesting tract of country; wood- 
crowned hillSy fhiitfiil vales, venerable mins; 
the humble cottage of the labourer, and the 
stately mansion of the opulent, diversify the 
scene; which is rendered yet more attractive 
by the wild grandeur of the Cambrian hills, on 
which, though distant, imagination beholds the 
yet remaining vestiges of British fortresses, 
raised by th^ celebrated chief whose fame in- 
spired the sons of song, to tell how — 

*<With eyes on fire 

Cftradoc rushed upou the foe ; 
Be reared his arm, he laid the mighty low. 
0'«r the plain see he urges his gore stained steed, 

They bleed ! the Romans bleed '. 

He ufts his lance on hisb. 
They fly ! the fierce inviMleri fly ! 
Fear not now the horse or spear. 

Fear not now the foeman*s might ; * 
Victory the cir shall hear 
Of those who for their country fight; 

O'er the slain 

That strew the plain, 
Stem on her sable war-bone sfaal] she ride, 
And lift her red right hand in their heart's blood deep dy*d.'' 

A little to the south-east of Sibdon Castle is 

STOKE CASTLE, 

improperly indeed called a Castle, but consti- 
tuting a curious specimen of the castellated 
mansion of former days. It has suffered a de- 
gradation not uncommon to places of ancient 
note ; part of it being used as an out-house to 
an adjoining farm, and the rest suffered to 
fall into decay. 

A 
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« 

A gate-home constructed of wooden firame- 
work, with curious caryingSy leads to a quad- 
rangular court, on one side of which, are 
remauis of the rampart, and the other sides 
are occupied by the house, the offices, and the 
tower ; the ^hole building is moated round, 
llie hall and tower are opposite to the gate- 
house, which exhibit in their ruins, striking 
traces of beauty and grandeur. The hall mea- 
sures 54 by 32 feet; the entrance firom the 
court is by a door-way with a pointed arch ; 
tile lofty windows of this spacious room are 
divided by single muUions, the heads pointed 
and filled with phuB circles. There is no 
Testige of a fire place, the, ancient mode of 
warming apartments of this description being 
by a reredoss, or brazier, filled with burning char- 
coal, and placed in the centre; the smoke 
arising from thb domestic apparatus has com- 
pletely blackened tfie wood work. At one end 
is the gallery for the minstrelsy on days of 
rejoicing, under which is a door leading to the 
buttery. The high table was on the opposite 
southern side of the room. A plain low porch 
of wood an4 plaister leads from the south-east 
angle by a stair-case to the great chamber, or 
withdrawing room, which measures 29 by 19 
feet ; the wainscot is of oak, with intermediate 
ornamental pilasters. The chimney-piece is 

richly 
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ricUj canntd in wood, wkh biwto of tight- 
laced ladies^ and wliiakiefcd laughte, fmrroimd- 
ed by embossed ahieldfl and Mkge. Thb 
afMtrtment is qcmjectui:^ to have been newly 
fitted up about the end of the sixteetoth century. 
The tower, which is of a singular form, rises 
from the south-west comer of the court. It is 
an irregular poiygon, whidi, by its receding an*^ 
gles, produces a romantic and pleasing effect* 
It IS lofty, and crowned with an embattled pa* 
rapet; the ground floor is a low gloomy apart* 
ment, lighted by ioux small pointed windows^ 
and the two upper stories are divided into very 
small rooms* There is also the ground story 
of a square tower, with numerous smUl rooms, 
in which are the remains of ancient workman^ 
ship. 

This mansion was garrisoned for Charles I^ 
and occupied by forces commanded by Danvers, 
who served under Sir Michael Woodhouse, Go* 
vemor of Ludlow ; and Sir William Croft fell 
here, in a rencounter with the Parliamentary 
forces, on the 9th of June, 1645. Stoke Castle 
was inhabited, in 1678, by Sir ^unuel Bald* 
wyn. Sergeant at Law, and a descendant of the 
same fiunUy now hdUis Uns place, on a lease 
from Earl Craven. 

Near Stoke Castle, on the Road to Ludlow, 
is the pleasant village of 

ONIBURY. 



mSOMFISLD. 930 

OMIBVKT. 

Tke tower of its rural ChurGh is overdiadowed 
witk ify, and the soRmiiidiiig sceaerj is of the 
laost iaterestiii^ deocriplioB* 

There is a school at Ais place, fifst establish- 
ed in 1693» by Mr. William Norton, ^o by 
will beqnea&ed to H the sum of £S :.6 : 8 year- 
ly ; n^ieh, with an additional afiowance from 
^e parish funds, is advanced to the yearly 
3tipcttd of £18. The Sector hss abo far- 
ther added a eonvenient house and garden, 
originally bekmging to the {uorsonage hmise. 

The soholars are tanght reading, writing, 
and atithnietic, and the school is free for ^e 
adnnssioB of all who apply. 

t9T01IS HOUSE, 

is aJbout four miles from Ladlow, near the 
Shrewsbury road. Thb retired couiltry house 
is the occasional residence of tbe Earl of Powis. 

bdonging io Mrs. SitweU, and now occupied 
hy General Uoyd, is placed on an eminence, 
and commands a fine new of the e^iteosive kind, 
iowaards the east, including Oiddey Pads, and 
^e Toms and Cas& of Ludbw, with the Clee 
tiiHs, and other distant objects. 

BROMFIELD 

is a villiq^e two miles from Ludlow, in the vici- 
nity. 
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nity, and partakiDg of the rural elegance of 
Oakley Park. This place was formerly distin- 
guished by its Priory, which is understood to 
have been situated near, or adjoining to, the pre- 
sent Church. The establislunent here in the 
time of Henry I. about the year 1100, consisted 
of a small College of Prebendaries or secular 
Canons. Osbertus Prior of Bromfield, is wit- 
ness to a deed before the year 1148. Thb Pri- 
ory seems to have quickly risen to importance, 
ibr it is recorded that Henry H. granted to it 
his Church in Bromfield, wluch was dedicated to 
the blessed St. Mary, with his royal licence, aud 
protection of their extensive possessions of the 
towns and lands of Haverford, Dinchope, Efford, 
Felton, Burghey, and Lediewic; three prebends 
in Bromfield and three in Halton ; and by another 
Charter he confirms to them their Hays and 
Liberties in Mocktree-wood, Ailriches-wood, 
Kanewood, Dinchope, and E^rugge, to wit, from 
Eilfichway to Ludford along the Rudgeway; 
to hold to them, with all liberties to free Hays 
belonging, &c. In these Charters the follow- 
ing . names occur, — ''Frethericus Clericus de 
Bureford, Robertus Coleman de Pontesbury, 
£drick*8 Presbiter de Bromfield, Robertas Pres* 
biter de Felthune. 

In the year 1165, the second of Henry 11, the 
Prior and Brothers of the Priory of Bromfield, 

l^laced 
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placed themselves under the governmeiit of the 
Benedictine Monastry near Gloucester, called 
Lanthony Secunda, and became Benedictines, 
and continued so to the time of the general dis- 
solution. 

- At the Assizes of Salop, 20th Edward I, the 
Prior of Bromfield claimed free warren, in the 
manor of Bromfield, by Charter of Henry II^ 
which was allowed. The said Charter compri^ 
sed also a grant of Infangthef, and a jury found 
one Henry de la Chapele guilty of theft, who 
was tried and condemmed by the Prior, and 
hanged in Bromfield. 

This Priory was dedicated to the ^gin Ma- 
ry, and valued at the dissolution at £78 : 19 : 4. 
It was granted to Charles Foxe, fourth of Philip 
and Mary ; and Sir Charles Foxe sold it in the 
seventh of James I, to Richard Tomltnes, Gent, 
from whom it afterwards passed to the ances- 
tor of the present £arl of Powis. The Living 
of Bromfield is now a Vicarage, rated in the 
King's books at £6, patron, the Honoura- 
ble R. H. Clive. The Court of Augmentation, 
decreed the Vicar of Bromfield a yearly pension 
from the dissolved Monastry of Gloucester; and 
there are, in vellum books, in the King's remem- 
brancer's office, accounts of several decrees, re- 
lating to the possessions of the Priory and the 
rights of the^ Vicar of this place. 

OAKLBY 
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OAXIiKY FJbRK, 

the noble seai of the Hoiiourable Robert Hen* 
ry GHve, M. ?• it delightfully situated on the 
banks of the Teme. 'The greater part ci the 
mansion is of modem construction, and exten- 
sive improvemente have been made by iht pre- 
sent possessor* It is elegantly funiiahed and 
conti^ias some fine paintings* 

the surrounding grounds are extremely ro- 
mantic and beantifnl^ and- the plantations near 
the hQuse> laid out with taste and judgment, to 
the pleasing variety of which, the meandcrings 
of the river add very considerably. There are 
many fipe views in different directions : that to- 
ward the sonth«east| presenting a distant pros* 
pect of Ludlow Castle, is peculiarly rich. 

The parky which formerly contained nine hun* 
dred acres, and is supposed to have included 
within ita circuit the Priory towhichitorigtnalo 
ly belongetl, is yet very extensive. It is finely 
adorned with groves of some of the stateliest 
oaks in the kingdom, lying .promiscuously, in 
woods and clumps, and on die sides of the river. 

The Lordship of Bromfield is coextensive 
with the parish, and its Chapelry of Halford and 
Dinchope, and the township of Ledwich : on 
the south it is bounded by Herefordshire ; on 
the westj, by the parish of Onibury ; on the north, 
by Stanton Lacy, and on the east, by the town 

of 
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of Lldlow, to Ae wiaisof wUoh H im^oUw. 
Tbrottgh this Manor flow the livcfs T«ne» 
Oney^ «tld Q^rvet the fonaer thxo^gh the pi^ 
and beside the house; the others pasimg-iatoit 
in At ioiBiediate vieitiity. These ave etMntcd 
the best fiehing' strieaiiis in the kiof^rn^ and 
the woods and laads affoxd Hares^ Pheasants^ 
Partridges, Bustards or Wild Tltrke^S^ Wild 
Diitkst and gaae of all kinds in abundance* 

STAHTOH IiACT HOVS&» 

this degaat nansion has been enlai]|;ed aod 
modenuzed, and tasteful and judicious embel- 
lishments intioduced in the extensive gatdmS, 
by the pKeseat propfiet(Hr» J. H. Holder^ Esq. 

BitlCE HOUSE, 

at present oecupied by Mr. Urwiek, Who has 
lately establishedi in this very pleasant and- 
healthy situation, a Boatfdiag SoboOl for boys. 

STANTQK tACY, 

is two miles from I'ttdlow beyond the Race 
Ground. Part of tibis viUage, with Langley^ 
Rockele^ (now Bockley) &c* fonneTly belonged 
to the Monastry of Laothony^ of Gloucester. 
In the year V^Vk, Ridiard Nash, Esq. of lAid- 
low» bequeathed £100 to the poor of this parish, 
the interest of which is distributed on Christmas 
Day annually ; and an excellent Benefit Society 
has lately been established under the auspices 
of J. H. Holder^ Esq. for the purpose of rais- 
ing 
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iiig» froim time to time, by-^subisGiriptioii of the 
several membem thereof, and by voluntary con- 
tribations, a fund, for the mutual relief and 
support of the members, in old age, sickness, 
and infirmity. In this parish, on the hill be- 
low Hay ton's Bent, a number of small houses 
constitute the sylvan hamlet of Hope: the 
water which forms the rivulet falling from this 
elevation, in its passage through rocks, be-' 
comes strongly impregnated with carbonate of 
lime, and is found to possess the property of 
forming petrifactions, of such articles as are 
placed under it to receive its depositions. 

Leaving Stanton Lacy, we successively arrive 
at the village of Culmiugton, at the distance of 
four miles, Seifton five, Corfton six, and 

DIDDLEBURT, 

the genteel, seat of the Bishop of Worcester, 
seven miles from Ludlow. 

DOWNTON HALL, 

belonging io Sir William Edward Rouse Bough- 
ton, Bart. M. P. stands on elevated ground, sur- 
rounded by extensive plantations. It is about 
three miles north-east from Ludlow. 

HENLET HALL, 

the residence of the Rev. S. Johnes Knight, is 
a large brick building, two miles from Ludlow, 
on the Cleobury road. On the south front ex- 
tends 
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tend0 a weil-Woodie^ piirk, with waUui and 
plaolations. The river Ledwich passes close 
by the hoase, where it is ikiade. to £0011 aa 
agreeable M^ thereby addiag.to the beanty of 
the scenery* At a shor); distance^ ia . 

BITTBBLBY CO.UBT, 

belonging to the Rev. J.. Walcot> channingly 
situated on rising ground at4be foot of the Clee 
Hill, surrounded by pleiasure grounds* The Tit* 
terstone rising on the north-east forms a grand 
and piominent object, and the prospect toward 
Ludlow, over |t rich and well-cultivated tract ci 
country, ia highly pleasing. Near the bouse is 
the Church, in which are found records of vaii^ 
ous charities ; that of Sergeant Flowis, after^ 
wards Judge Fowls, who bequeathed £50; of 
Mr. Ricbard Page» of Park HaU, who bequeath-r 
ed £10 ; ayid of Mrs. Ann Slveppard» of Middle- 
ton, who b^qneathied to the pooc . ot, Bittedey 
the sum of £600* In the ai^oining yillage of 

is a well-establishe4 School, under.tb^ superior 
tendance qf Mr. T. WiUiama. To tUa. School, 
Mr. John Newbqrough^ . head iBaster of Eton 
School, left the sum of £400 by will dated 
January 18tb, 1712, and with £300 of this 
money a purchase was made of & farm at Kierry 
in MontgomerysUre, called Little Perth-*y^bee« 
The management of this estate is Utt enitifely 

.. • to 
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to AemtaUw^ihefMmit tc^wWoievseiheMil 

is 8ppvo|irk4ed. The farm eoMhts of abo«« 98 

Mere$, and was latdy let for £M p«r aaaum* 

Hie raaaiidag £10D was partly espeaded is 

riepairs of ^e pvemises, but part of it aBu»»t* 

ing to about £50 is lost, or at least cannot be 

efearly aecounted for. The original endowment 

of this School was ahnost exckisiTely for the 

teaching of Latin, bwt it had by degrees be-* 

come a mere English School at the time when 

the present master was appointed, who beii^ 

well qualified for the nndertaking, attempted to 

festore it to its original stale, bat the patents 

of the ohildien discouraged the attenqrt. On 

accoant of the pleasant and healthy situation^ 

eomftHTtable accommodations, and good ma« 

nagement of Bitteriey School, boarders mte sent 

item various oAer parishes who are weU in* 

structed in Writing and Arithmetic, and Greek 

and Lath, on Tery moderate terms. 

THB TITTAIISVOMB OLBE HILL, 

is five miles from Ludlow, and rises to the 
height of 1800 feet« The sanunit of it, on which 
wan formerly a Roman Camp, afibrda very en- 
iensive prospects on every side, bounded by 
diiertnt ranges of distant hills, so that on 
a dear day no less than thirteen or fourteen 
counties are to be seen with the naked eye s 
but the sides (as Lord Littleton observes) are 
more difficult to pass than almost any of the 
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WekdiliHIi, beiig Mv«wd «Mi loMe flmieB, or 
rather with pieces of raekn^ which from their 
exlvaordmry magnitade must have rec^ired -an 
hnneiuie force to throw them in the different 
direetioBa in which w« iiod them scattered. 
The extreme fKHnt, called Utterstoae, which 
comprehends a space of nearly an acre and ' 
half of gronndy is supposed lo have been form- 
ed by a Tokano. The ragged exterior of this 
hill, is compensated by the great quantity of 
ceal and iron* stone, found within it; with the 
fonuer of which, of a very exeelleni qna&y, 
the summnding conntty is sapfdied* 

The Ccdiieries ate thiefly on the south, and 
nordi-east sides of the Clee Hill, and in smknig 
the deepest pit on tht first of these, the fidlow*- 
ing strata occitr.*^Eafth» sandstone-rock, and 
basalt, called jewslaaot W yaids ; aandstone-* 
rock, bind, clnneh» and ooal-roof, 28 yards ; 
the great coal, 2 yards ; coal-bottom and iroa^ 
8tOBe*nMtf, 1 yd. 1 ft* ironstone 1 yd. 6 inches ; 
three-quarters coal, 1 ft. 6 in. dumper, 2 yds. 
smith's coal» 1 yd. 2 ft. smith's coal-bottom, 
down to the four feet coal^iock, 2 ft. in all 107 
yards 1 foot« In Ae deepest pit on Ae other 
side of the hill, it is necessary to sink 116 yards 
before ooal can be found, the vein is however 6 
feet thick. The whole depth <tf this p|t is 139 
yards, and from the great coal to the bottom 
then are 10 feet of mixed coal veins. 
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Opposite the north-east side of thie Clee Hill^ is 

HOPTON COURT. 

the seat of T. Botfield, Esq. near which 
is the village of Hopton Wafers ; remarkable 
as giving a singular instance of longevity in 
William Hyde» who residing here, lived to the 
advanced age of 106 years. He enjoyed health 
and activity nearly to the last, and had sons 
upwards of 80 years old at the time of his 
decease in 1708. 

The celebrated William Henry West Betty, 
arose from this obscure village ; beginning his 
career at eleven years of age : and after suc- 
cessively performing to crowded theatres, at 
Belfast, Qonmel, Waterford, Cork, and Dublin : 
in Scotland, at Edinburgh and Glasgow : and 
in London, and most of the principal towns and 
cities in England, he wisely retired from pub- 
lic observation and applause, to pursue a course 
of academical studies in order to . qualify 
himself for some more honourable and useful 
profession. 

To the south of the Glee Hill, is 

COURT OF HILL, 

an ancient family manrion, lately occupied by 
J. Fowler, Esq. and in the same neighbourhood, 
near the village of Hope Bagot, we arrive at 
the antique mansion of 

WHITTOK 



WHITTON COURT, 

this was tlie scat of the Chariton family pre- 
vious to their occupation of Ludford. It ig 
a very fine specimen of what is called Queen 
Elizabeth's style of architecture, though it is' 
supposed to have been built by Sir Robert 
Charlton in the eariy part of the leign of Charles 
I. At present it is only inhabited by a tenant 
of £■ L. Charlton, Esq. though it still retuns 
Testes of its pristine celebrity, having an ex- 
tensive park, round nhich there is a briclt wall, 
and a very fine drawing room, hung to this day 
with the Tapestry, which in times past, proba- 
bly, bore witness to many an entertainment that 

" Bbiel <rith UthH, Did bnr'd >]Ui ml«M)i;.- 

Descending the hill we arrive at the scattoed 
village of Caynham, in which is 

CATNBAH 
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cATiiHAM cotmr, 

three ouki dtstaoit firam Luilow, Tbts ekgant 
mftomeii is the residence of Mrs. Caleoti. It 
is Mrroimded by g>laiitatioDs» shmbberies mid 
wtlks»«idsttuatediaaverypleMaiitdistrict. On 
Caynham Camp, is the site of SA ancient Castle, 
noticed by Leland, who says of it, ** Kainshani, 
or Kensham Castk, clone down, stood within 
two »Ues of Lttdloe, on « -hill top/' **!% be* 
longed, '*says Camden/* to the Mortimers, and 
the Chnreh to Wigmore Abbey/' Two fields 
on the east side are yet called the Castle fields ; 
and immediate^ below is another in which 
^ deep and wide entrenchment occupies the 
principal part. Tradition says that this latter 
was a depository for horses and military stores 
during the siege of Ludlow Castle, by Crom- 
well. On the top of the hill, b a bank covered 
with trees and underwood, and encirclmg an 
open space, consistmg of six or seven acres* 
Around this there is a walk, with benches, op- 
posite to which are openings, commanding most 
delightful prospects, not only of the local beau- 
ties of the neighbourhood of Ludlow, but of 
Malvern Hill, the Black Mountains in Breck- 
nockshire, and other distant objects* 
One mile from Caynham, is, the 

SHEET, 

a modem and pkasant edifice raised firom the 

ruins 
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ruins of an old Farm Honse^ the property of 
W. Adams, Esq. A little to the south-west, is 

STEVENTON COTTAGE, 

placed on the brow of an eminence, overhang- 
ing the river Teme, and commanding an exten- 
sive prospect over part of Herefordshire to the 
left, and to the right overlooking the town of 
Ludlow. This romantic secluded spot is part 
of the Steventon demesne, belonging to £. L. 
Charlton, Esq. and has for many years been 
occupied by Mr. E. Prodgers. 

NEW BATH, AT SALTMORB. 

The want of convenience for bathing, at Salt- 
more, has long been lamented ; because, judg- 
ing from analogy, no one can doubt that it must 
prove equally as powerful as sea-water, and 
applicable to the same useful purposes. On 
this account, we anticipate the satisfaction in- 
dividuals and the public wiDfeel, when informed 
that proper accommodations are now completed 
at Saltmore Cottage, for cold or warm bathing. 
In cutaneous affections, scrophula, chronic riieu- 
matism, paralysis, and above all in disorders 
incident to yonng females, the greatest advan^ 
tages may reasonably be expected from thig 
1)ath in a warm or tepid state ; and for all pur* 
poses in which the cold imnersion may safely 
be used, it deserves preference. 



LIST OF PLANTS, 

found in the Neighbourhood of Ludlow, especi- 
ally such as are rare ; together with the native 
GRASSES growing in this district. 



Achillea, species varise. Yarrow 

▲coBitnm oapeUus, Monl(*s Hood. Pooglkiiill 

Adoxa moschateUina, Tubenras Moicbatel. Near Ludlow 

Adiantum Gapillus-veiieris, Madenhair. Lodford. 

iJEgopodium podagnria. Gout Wort Castle walk 

Agrimouia eufiatoria, Animouy 

Agroetcmma ^tbago. Com cockle 

AgnwtisL speaca vmrne. Bent Qraas 

Aira, ibid. HairOran 

Ajuga reptana. Common Burle 

Aiuga chamappitys, Germander 

AJchemiUa vulgaris et arvenais, Ladies* Mantle " 

Aliima nataos, Floating Water Plantain. Near Tenbory 

AKsma plantago et damaaonium. Near Ludlow 

Allium ursinum, Wild Garlic. Caynham Camp 

Alopecnrus pratensis, Meadow Foxtail Grass 

Anagallis arvensis, Scu-let Pimpernel 

Anemone nemorom, Wood Anemony 

Antbozaathum odoratum, 8weet«oented Vernal Giasi 

Antbemis, species var. Chamomile 

AnthjUis vulneraria, Lady's Finger 

Antirrhinum liuaria, Toao Flax 

Antirrhinum majus, Great Suapdrason. In Froflf Lane 

Antiniiinom cymbalaria. Ivy. leaved Snapdragon. Ludlow 

Artemisia abainthium et vulgaris, Wormwood and Mngwort. Ashibri 

Arundo, species var. Reed [Corve 

Asperugu pmcumbens, Trailing Catehweed. Junction of Teme and 

AsperuMi odorata, Sweet Wood[roo£. Whitecliff Coppice 

Aapleninm scolopendriiuB, Hait*s Tongue. Lodfoid 

Aspl^nium ceterach et trichomanes. On walls in Ludlow 

An>lenium adiantum uigmm et rata mnraria. Lsdlow 

Astragalus, specirs var. Liquorice Vetch 

Atriplex, ibid. Oracbc 

Aveua, ibid. Oat-gtass 

Barbula rigida. Wbniort 
Berheris vulgaria. Barberry. Whitecliff 
Betonica officinalis. Betony. The Brinks 
Bidens ctraua, Water Agnmpny. Pougbaiil 
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BidenrtrlnutHa. BnrMvygold. AifalMI 

Boneo ofwiiiale* Bongc 

Bnnica, neciet tv. 

Brixa mtdw ct minoTi Cow-qoakct ' 

Bromui, ipeciei var. Broom %ina» 

Brionte dtoica. Red-berried "^ ' 



Gampannlt rotnndifolift, tncbeliimi et pctola. Bell Flower. New 

Ludlow, on Cftynham Camp, fce. 
Cndamine, species var. 
Quicalis ibid. Hen's Foot 
CenUuria cyauns. Blue Bottte 
Centaoria, species var. 
Cerastium, ibid. M<mae*ear 
Chaeropbyllttro, ibid. Clieml 
Chan, ibid. Stonewort 

Cheiiantiras fraticoloioa, Wall.ftower. Lndlow 
Chelidoninm majoa, Great Celandine. Ludlow 
Chenopodium bonna Henricns, Good Henry. Cutle Walk 
Cbironia centanrum, Centnary. Gaynbam - 

CUora perfoliate, Tellow.wort. NearSaltmore Well [eye 

ChryaMithemum leucauthemnm el aeffetem. White aod Yellow Ox- 
Chrysotpleninn oppoaitifolinm, Golden Saxifrage 
Cicuta vifoaa, Hemlpck. Banks of the TemtL 
Crcaea lutetiana. Enchanter's Nightshade 
Clematis vitalba. Traveller's Joy. Leinthal 
Cochlearia annoracia, Hone Radisii. Beaide the Tone 
Colchicum autumnale. Meadow Sai&on 
Conirolmlns, senium et arvensis. Bindweed 
Cotyledon uro bilious. Navel wort. Lndfoid 
Comarum palnstre. Marsh Cinquefoil. Bedston and other places 
Qjrnc^lossum officinale, BouufTs Tongue. Lndlbrd 
C^noBurus, species var. Dog's Tail Gnus 
Cyperus, ibid. Cy perns Grass 

Ikctylis, stricta et glomerata. Cock's Foot Grass 

Daphne, mezereum et laureola. WhitecUff Coppioa 

Datara strunoninaa. Cayoham 

Dentaria bnlbifera. CaynluuB Camp 

Diauthos caryophHoB, Clove Fink. Walls of Ludlow Castle 

Dianthos dcltoides. Maiden Pink. Ludfoid 

Ihgitalis purpurea, Foxglove. WhitecUff 

Dipaacns sylvestrto et piloans. Teasel 

Ihaba, species var. Whitlow Grass 

Drosera rotuudifolia. Hound-leaved Sundew. 

Echium vulgare, Viper Grass. Near Ludlow 

]£Iatiue hjdrupiper. Small Waterwoit CN«v Ludlow 

Epilobinm angustifoUnm, hlrsutum, et species var. Willow Herb. 

Equisftum, species var. Horse>tail. Near Ludlow 

Erica, ibid. Heath 

Erigeron acre. Blue Flea*bane. On Walk in Ludlow 

Erigeron canadense, Canada noa^bane. Ob the road to Caynbam 

Erysimum, species var. 

Eupatorium cannabinum, Hemp igrioMiiy. PoaghBin 

Euphorbia, species var. 

finphnsiaofficiiuJii^ Eyebright 



I 
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Feftwci, ipeeMt fw. 
nagariailenJtottVMca, Strawberry 
Famarla, w^ueimvK. Fumitory 

Gahnlliiif nivilif, Snovdrop 

Galeobdolon Inteom, YtUow Aiilfigiil 

Galeoptto tetrahit. Hemp Nettle. Nev Ludlow 

Qiittof&b^nnMkm, Sn Mettle. OiynlMttA GMip 

Geleopeie, tpecles ver. 

Galium, ibid CroMwort [tffiin 

Genista, tinctoria, piloia, et anidica, BMom, Irooai-weed Mid f^etty 

Gentiana amarella, Autumnal Gentiaa. Oaynham Canp 

Gemninm laeidum, Mogaineam et apecica vai: Cn&e'i b9L Orntle 

Walk and neig^bounwod of Ludlow 
Gemn urbannm et rlyale, Avrna. Ibid. 
Glechoma bederacea, Chmind Ivy 
Onaphalium, apedea var. Cudweed 

HedyaaruBOMolirydiii, flidntfei» Tlakei^aVill 
Heleboroa viridia et foetida% Hdebave 
fleiaeleum 8pond^llin% Omt Kianip 
Hiemdnm, apacieavar. DawliBmd 
Bippuria vul^paris, Bkm'aTail 
Holcua. mwUii, lanatua et avwawma, SoltGcMi 
Hoideum, species var. Rye Giusa 
Humulus lupulus, The Bon 
Hyacinthus Boaacriptea, ujnemih 
Bydrocharis mof8tta>raatt, miHrtt 
Byoscvamus ni^er, Henhane 
BypencuniySpecieiTar. StJohn'aWort 

Jasione montana, ttMop^sflenbius, fiteffnton 
Inula helenium, Elecampaaa. CSmham and Mtteriey 
Irispaeud-acorus, Yellow Fl^f. NeMrLndlow 
Imtis tinctoria, Woad. Near the Weeping Groaa 
Juniperus, Juniper 

Laetuca acariola et Tiroaa, Wild Lettace. Near Ludtoar 
Lamium album et pnrpuieum. Dead Mettle 
LathwBu stnawarti» Gffeater Tootkwert. Bitteriey 
Latbyrus, species var. VetekUng or Wild Pet Etenhme 

Ltehen geographicus, TenleaiM. omiphalodes, liapidoa, et fiaglfia. Tit- 
Lichen ntger, leTruginens, ericetaram, byssoidra, b uecomycea, tartaie- 
ua, perellua, coucentricns, scrapoaaa, ponctatus, cxCMitaa, hyp- 
norum. spbserocephalna^ eriapii% cristatni^ subumhricatoa, ipeno- 
sus, ealicaris, floridns, acrobiculatns, et ainuatua. Whitediff, 
Ludford Parle, &c 
Liawa peramie et catharticum, Fla& Near Ludlow 
LiAhosperauni arrense et officinale, Gnaawail. Ludiheii, ItCk 
Loiium. species far. Ray Gfsss 
Lotus comiculatus, Bird's Foot Clover 
Lycopsis arvensi^ fimallfiuflloas. Near Ladlow 
LycbBladaoiaeelioaaMmU. NetfLaHle* 
Lysimachia nummularia. Moneywort 
Lyoopoa eaiDpan% Oy p a p w i t. 

MalTa,fpecieBi»r. HaUow 

Hanabluai 



1 



, I4irr OF 9L4iijiT«. >i* 

MMmbiunTulnie, White Hom)mw4» IfMrt^SMeGrouad 

Matriouria iMurtEeuiom, Feverfew 

Medic^Ot ipecice w> Btfwifik 

MelampyTumsylTatic9n«(|M«iMVBi. Cow«WI:^t 

Melica nuifloim et natans, Melic » • 

Mentha* species w. 

Meayuithestrifoliata, Manh Back-Bawu Steweatoa 

Mercorialis perenais et uiniu, Meravy 

Mysotis arrensis et palustris. l l w Mt ns 

Nepeta catwia, Nep 

C&pvthe, species var. ^ropwort 

OMiiia.spiJiQiaet«n«»«ii>ii Resl^harrp^ 

Opbiogrlo88a]n,Tv]j^9)[f^ Ad^cf > V^ig^uie. Fo«chiuU 

Ophrrs, species var. 

Orchis birolia, macnlata, et sp^ciM var. 

Origanum viUgare, Maqocam. JKeac the F^per MiB 

Ornithopas perpu^jUap, BiM^f-fM. ^^tocUff 

Orobaocbe nujor. Broom-rape. Tinker's HiU ' 

Orobussylvaticosettaberosns, BUterVolcb. Whitecliff Coppice 

Osmunda lunaria, Moonwott. Near \^fipi^m 

Oxalis acetoeeila. Wood Sorrel 

Panicnm, species var. Panicle gW»' 
Fuietaria officinalis, Pellitory. Ljudloif 
Paris qoadrifolia. Herb Paipu^..' Hwwoo^ 
Fedicnlaris palostris f t Sf Ivataca, Ltn^f-woct' 
Phellandrium aqnaticom, Water^emlocjk 
Pbleum pratense et species var. -^ifliolhgr gian 
Picris ecnioides et hieracioides. Ox-toi^phe, 
Plantago, species var. Plantain 
Poa. ibid. llleadow<^prBR8 

golygonnm bistoita, et spcdes vaiv 'fhe biiAorta, Opposite the Castle 
olypodium, species var. 
Polytricnm, idem. Golden Maidei^haij: 
Potanoffeton, idem. Pond Weed 
PoientiUa veraa, Spring CiaqutibU 
Potentilla ropestris, et species var. Cinmefoll 
giiM«li^v>ilgM»veiilioKH<tfifi»alii. rnjnnwe, Cowslip %od O&Up 
Prunella vnlgaris, Selfneal 
Pteris crispa et aqpginft, Fema)« F«qi 
I*ulmonaria offiQiMfi i«ngwort. Caynba^i 
Pyrola lotandifolia et mwei* Winttrfreea. Whitediff Coppice 



Rannnculnt Acnim ilpmmwVi, winponvuv aquafUis et species var. 
Crow.foot 



Receda luteola. Dyer's Weed. GaydhuB 
Rhamnus catharticus «» tirangnkir wokthom 
Ribes, species var. Current and Goosbeity 
Rosa, ibML The Ros» 
Rubia tinctorium. Wild Madder 
Rnbns vulgaris et minor. Bramble 

Saipttaria sagittifolia, Arrowhead 
Salix, species var. The Willow 
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flimgtilMrtw oflldiiftli% Wild Bonct 

SuiicttlaeufOiMea, Sraicte 

SaponnrUofliciiiali^ Soapvort Steventoii < 

Satyrium vixide, rrag Satyrton. Near Ludlow 

Saxifinigtt eraiiohta. Castle Walk 

gaxiftaga hypnoidea, Tittentone 

Sazifraga tnda^lltei» Ludlow 

gcabtoaa, tpeeiea var. Scabiou 

ScandU, specica var. Shepherd's Needle 

SchflenuB, species var. Rush Grass 

Scirpus sylvatiens, Wood Bush 

Scleranthus annuus et perennis, Knot Grass 

Sciophakuria nodosa et vernalis, Figwort [PtF* 

Scutellaria galericulata et miuor, Scullcap. Oakley Fkck, tad other 

Sedum telephium et mpestre, S(one.crop. Tltteistone 

Sedum acre, et leflexum, Ludlow 

Sempervivum, House Leek. Ludlow 

Seoecio vulgaris, jacobcaet species var. 

Seiapias latifolia, Hellebonue. Near Oakley Ftfk. 

SevratulatiDCtOTia, SawWrjrt 

Sherardia arvensis. Little Field- ma dder 4 

Siuapis, species var. Mustaid 

Sison segetom, Hone wort „ ^ ^ _ ,, 

Sisymbrium tenuifolium, WaU-ioeket. Ludtow 

Sium, species var. Water Paisnip 

Smymum olust^rum, Alexanders. 

Solanum dulcamara et nignmi, Ni Atshade 

Solidago virganrea, Golden Rod. Near Ludlow 

Sonchus, species var. Sow-thistle 

Sparganium, s|»eciesvar. 3ur.reed 

Spaitinm scoparium, Broom 

Spergttla, species var. Spurrcy 

Spirea ulmana, Meadow-sweet 

Stachys, species var. Woundwort \ 

Stellaria ibid. Start-wort 

Symphytum officinale, Comfrey 

Tamus communis, Black Briony 

TS?riSS?SSla'^*SSSdium^ood Sage and Water Geimander . 

Thalictrum, species var. Wild Rue ^ . / 

Thlaspi, ibid. . ^hej^ietd's Purse, fcc. f 

Thymus serphyllum et actnos. Thyme. Whitecliff 
Tormentilla officinalis etreptans, Tormentil 

TnSopogon pratense. Goat's Beaid. Castle WaUt i 

•KSh^es brcvisetum, Goldilocks. Ludfotd P*rk Wa^ 
Trifolium, species var. Trefoil 



UiSwdkrtcapilulifcraeturens, Nettle 

Vaccinium myrtiUns, Bilberry. Whiteeliff Coppice 
Vateriana officinalis, locnstaet dentate. Valwian 
VtrfaMrom'^P«*iblattaiiaetviigit«iD, MuUsu 



▼eroaioL fpaeict vw. foeedwdl 
Viefa» ikM. Ttm 

Vinca minor, Snnll Periwinklt 
Tiolalntm, YeUow Violet TittentoM 
Tiola odonta, eanina et tricolor 
Viiaun albmn, White Mtedto 
Xentliiiim itraiiMrioiii, Leaer Burdock 



BANKS. 

Messrs. Coleman & Wellings, who draw oa 
Sir John Lubbock & Co. Mansion House Street. 

Messrs. Prodgers^ who draw on Marsh, Sib« 
bald, Stracey & Co. No. 6, Bemer*s Street. 

The Market Day is on a Monday ; though 
there are also inferior Markets on Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday. The Fairs are seven in 
number; Monday before February 18th, Tnes* 
day before Easter, May 1st, Wednesday in 
Whitsuntide week, August 2l8t, SeptMnber 
S8th, and December eth. 



Jiu 
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going Oui, aad cimiMg In of Maili^ Singi^ 
Coacheojf Waggons, ifc. 

FROM THS CROWN HOTEL. 

A Royal Mail to London^ through Worcester^ 
every morning at six o'clock, Monday excepted, 
and returns to Ludlow at five o'clock the same 
evenings. Letters, &c. to go by this Mail must 
be put in the Post Office by ten o'clock the 
preceding Night. 
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ACoach'to^MWSbUfy^v^ry day at twiflvfc 
o'clock, except Saturday. On Monday, Wed^^ 
nesday and Friday^ lAitft^ Cdft<!fb caarries the 
Mail Bags. 

A Coach to Hereford, every day at twelve 
o'clock, Saturday excepted, where it meets 
Coaches from various parts of England and 
StathW&l«)9. 

A Coatsh to Aberystwith, etery Wednesday 
and Saturday tiiotnings at four o'clock, during 
the batfiing season. ^ 

: rROM THS AHOSL INK. 

The Atinyifti Post Coach to Loidoti, through 
Worcester, every ev^iog at three o'clock, te\ 
tiims the foHowing day at ond. 

'WAaGONS^ <^c. 

Rohert^d Lotid<in Wagg6n, set» ou£ from his 
Warehouse in Corve StufsH, evi^cy M^hda^. ^viea- 
ing at eight o'clock,^ and arrives at the George 
Inn, Smithfield, on Saturday morning : sets out 
ote t^'turik early on Sunday tedr^ing, and ar- 
rives here on the Friday, ev^nln^ f()tlowing. 

The Bishop's Castle Waggon goes out from 
this Warehouse ev^ry Siindtfy moYnin^, and re- 
turns on Monday. 

The Kbightoii Waggon goes oiit from this 
Wiil!^6lise'0tt^unday ^veiling, and li^'tttrns on 
Moildtiy. 

iMiixon^s Mttnchester Waggon starts 'from) his 

W^rdifG^se 
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Warehouse every Tuesday and Friday nights for 
Shrewsbury, Chester and Manchester, and re- 
turns on Wednesday and Saturday evenings* 
This Waggon goes out every Monday and 
Thursday mornings to Leominster, with Goods 
for Hereford, Brecknock, Monmouth, and all 
South Wales, and returns the same evening. 

Weaver's & Hughes's Waggons carry parcels 
to and from Bewdley three times a week. 

Bobinson's Worcester Waggon comes in on 
Monday morning, and returns the same evening. 

Woodhouse's Cart to Knighton twice a week. 

Sharman s Caravan from Stourport comes in 
on Monday at noon, apd returns on Tuesday 
morning. . 

The Bishop's Castle Mail Cart goes out on 
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday evenings at 
six o'clock, returns the following evenings 
at nine; and 6n Tuesday mommg goes out at 
eight o'clock, and returns the same evening. 

Eddowes's Shrewsbi^ ^ Journal is brought 
here on Wednesday ^veping at seven o'clock. 

Wright's Here&rd Journal, also, on Wednes- 
day about the same time. 

Tyd^bs's Worcester Journal arrives on Thurs- 
day evening, about the same time. 

Wadton's Shrewsbui^ Chronide arrives on 

Friday, night. 

HoU's Worcester Herald arrives on Saturday 
evenitig at eight o'clock. 



